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“ TH E R E  IS NO RELIGION H IG H ER  T H A N  T R U T H .” 

[.F a m ily  m otto o f  the M aharajahs o f  Benares.]

OLD D IA R Y  LE A V E S*

F o u r t h  S e r i e s , C h a p t e r  X V III .

(Y ear 1 8 9 1 .)

TH E  m eeting  of th e  E uropean  B ranches on Ju ly  9  an d  1 0 , m en
tioned  in th e  last chapter, was an im portan t event in ou r 

history as it was th e  first A nnual C onvention th a t we had  held  in  
Etirope. A t th a t tim e, it w ill be rem em bered, we had  in  E urope 
two Sections, v iz ., th e  B ritish  Section and th e  ten ta tive  E uropean  
Section th a t H . P. B. had  irregu larly  form ed and w hich was a fte r
wards officially ratified. In  the  la tte r were included  th e  L ondon 
Lodge, Ion ian  T .S ., V ienna Lodge, Sw edish T .S ., D utch-B elgian  
Branch, Le Lotus, our F rench  B ranch, and th e  S panish  g roup  o f 
Madrid, from  w hich Senor X ifre cam e as delegate. M iss E m ily  
Kislingbury was T reasu rer, and  Mr. G .R .S. Mead, G eneral S ecretary . 
In the B ritish  Section there  w ere eleven branches, viz ., th e  B lavatsky, 
Scottish, D ublin , N ew castle, Bradford, L iverpool, B irm ingham , 
West of E n g land , B righton, B rix ton , and  C hisw ick: th e  T reasu re r 
was Mr. F . L. G a rd n e r ; the  G eneral Secretary', Mr. W. R. Old. A ll 
the above took  p a rt in th e  C onvention.

T he m eeting  was held  in  th e  H all o f th e  B lavatsky Lodge, in  
Avenue Road. I  took  th e  C hair and  appo in ted  Mr. M ead, Secre
tary’, and Mr. O ld, A ssistan t S ecretary  o f th e  C onvention. Mrs. 
Besant th en  rose and , addressing  th e  D elegates, first, and  th en  
myself, bade m e w elcom e in w ords so sweet, so characteristic  o f h e r

* T h re e  vo lum es, in se r ie s  o f  th ir ty  c h a p te rs , t r a c in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  
Theosophical S o c ie ty  from  i ts  b e g in n in g s  a t  N ew  Y ork , h a v e  a p p e a re d  in th e  
Thtesophis/, a n d  tw o  vo lu m es a r e  a v a ila b le  in b o o k  form . P ric e , V ol. I., c lo th , 
Rs. £.8-0 , o r  p a p e r , R s . 2-3 -0 . V ol. I I . ,  b eau tifu lly  il lu s tra te d  w ith  v iew s o f  A d y a r , 
has just b e e n  re c e iv e d  b v  th e  M a n a g e r , Theosophist: p r ice , c lo th , R s . 5 ; p a p e r . 
Rs. 3-8*0.



own lov ing  tem peram ent, th a t I canno t refrain from q u o tin g  them  
here. She s a id :

“ I t  is a t once m y d u ty  and  priv ilege, as P residen t o f  th e  
B lavatsky I<odge, th e  largest in  th e  B ritish  dom inions, to  voice th e  
w elcom e o f th e  D elegates and  m em bers o f th is  C onvention, to  th e  
P residen t-F ounder. I t  is no t necessary  for m e to  rem ind  y o u  of 
th e  past services h e  has rendered  th e  cause to  w hich h is life has been 
dedicated. Chosen by  th e  M asters as P residen t for life o f  th e  
T heosophical Society , associated  w ith  th e ir  m essenger, H . P . B., 
bound  to g e th e r by  every tie  th a t can b ind , no  w ords we can u tte r , 
no  th o u g h t we can th in k , can add  an y th in g  to  th e  loyalty  w hich 
every m em ber m ust feel to  our P resident. W e w elcom e h im  w ith  
added  w arm th , because o f th e  p rom p titu d e  w ith  w hich, on receiv ing  
th e  no tice  of H . P. B.’s departu re , he has com e from A ustra lia , 
w here  he  had  gone to  recover th e  h ea lth  lost in th e  service o f  the  
cause. H e  cam e across th e  ocean w ithou t delay, in o rder th a t  by 
h is presence he  m ig h t s tren g th en  and  encourage us here  in  E urope, 
th a t every  one m ay go p rom ptly  forw ard in th e  w ork. A n d  in 
b idd ing  you, M r. P residen t, w elcom e to  th is  C onvention, w e can 
assure you o f o u r steadfast loyalty  to th e  cause, you w ho a re  the 
only  one w ho rep resen ts  th e  m ission from  th e  M asters them selves. 
W e are  m et h ere  to -day  to  carry  on  th e  w ork  o f H . P. B., a n d  the 
Only way to  carry  on h e r  w ork, and  to  s tren g th en  th e  Society , will 
be by  loyalty  an d  faithfulness to  th e  cause for W hich she d ied , the 
only  cause w orth  liv ing  for and  d y ing  for in  th is  w orld.”

T h e  full repo rt o f th e  C onvention appeared in  th e  Theosophist 
for Septem ber, 1 8 9 1 , b u t as a whole decade has passed, it h as, ol 
course, been forgotten  even by th e  readers of our m agazine, and , as 
th e  book in to  w hich these  pages are destined  to pass will com e into 
th e  h an d s o f h u n d red s w ho have never know n about th is  h istorical 
m eeting, I take  th e  advice o f friends and  reproduce here  th e  sub
stance  o f m y A ddress to  th e  C onvention. I  do th is  th e  m ore readily 
because th e re  are  certa in  view s expressed  in it w hich  o u gh t to  be 
w idely know n in  th e  best in terests  o f our Society. I quote, there
fore, as follow s:

“  Brothers and Sisters.—W h en  I t r y  to  c o n c e n tra te  m y  th o u g h ts  
to  sp eak  to  y o u , I  find  a  v e ry  g re a t  d ifficu lty  in  t r a n s la t in g  th e m  into 
w ords, b e c a u se  m y  h e a r t  is  so  op p ressed  b y  th e  g r ie f  t h a t  h a s  fallen 
u p o n  u s, b y  th e  p re sen ce  o f  th i s  em p ty  c h a ir , b y  th e  m em o rie s  of 
sev en teen  y e a rs  o f  in t im a te  a sso c ia tio n , t h a t  th e  to n g u e  re fu se s  i t s  office, 
a n d  I  c an  o n ly  leave  y o u  to  in fe r  w h a t m y  fee lin g s  a re  on  c o m in g  to
m ee t y ou  h e r e ...........I t  w as n o t u n ti l  I cam e  to  th is  sp o t th a t  I  rea lised
th a t  H . P . B. w as d ead . W e h ad , fo r th e  la s t  few  y ea rs , b een  w ork ing  
a p a rt . I h a d  n o t  b een  a c c u s to m e d , as befo re , to  see  h e r  e v e ry  d a y  and 
h o u r , a n d  th e re fo re  I  d id  n o t re a lise  th e  fa c t th a t  sh e  w as g o n e , u n ti l  1 
cam e  h e re  a n d  saw  h e r  em p ty  room , a n d  fe lt th a t  w e h a d  in d eed  been 
b e reav ed . I p a ssed  som e tim e  a lo n e  in  h e r  room , a n d  I rece iv ed  there  
w h a t w as n e c e ssa ry  fo r m y  g u id a n c e  in  th e  f u t u r e ; I m ay  s im p ly  say,



in  one w ord , th e  g is t  o f  i t  w as th a t  I sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  th e  w o rk  a s  th o u g h  
n o th in g  w h a te v e r  h a d  h ap p en ed , a n d  I h a v e  b een  d e lig h te d  b ey o n d  
m easure  to  see  t h a t  th i s  s p ir it  h a s  been  im p a rte d  to  h e r  la te  asso c ia te s , 
a n d  th a t  th e y  h av e  becom e in sp ire d  b y  h e r  zeal, to  th a t  e x te n t th a t ,  
w hile  th e i r  h e a r ts  h av e  been  w ren ch ed  b y  th i s  b low , th e i r  co u rag e  h a s  
n ev e r fa lte re d  fo r a  m o m en t, n o r  h a s  th e re  b een  th e  le a s t v a c illa tio n  n o r  
th e  leas t in t im a tio n  th a t  th e y  w ere  re a d y  to  a b a n d o n  th e  w o rk  in  w h ic h  
s h e  had  e n lis te d  th e m . N ow , fo r th e  f irs t tim e , I feel re a d y  a n d  w illin g  
t o  die. I t  h a s  b een  th e  g re a t  a n x ie ty  o f  m y  life  s in ce  w e le f t N ew  Y o rk  
fo r  Ind ia , le s t  I m ig h t d ie  in  th e  v a rio u s  ex p o su re s  to  w h ich  I  h a v e  b een  
su b jec ted , a n d  th u s  leave  th e  m o v em en t b efo re  i t  h a d  g a in e d  v i ta l i ty  to  
g o  on. ‘ I f  H . P . B. a n d  I sh o u ld  d ie ,”  i t  h a s  been  sa id  b y  th e  H in d u s  
ev e ry w h ere , “  th e  th in g  w ou ld  co lla p se .”  N ow  h e r  d e a th  h a s  sh o w n  th a t  
i t  w ill n o t co llap se , a n d  th e re fo re  I feel m u ch  m o re  fea rle ss  th a n  I h av e  
been  h e re to fo re  a s  to  e x p o s in g  m y se lf  in  d if fe re n t p a r ts  o f  th e  w o rld . I 
feel now  th a t  th i s  m o v em en t h a s  a cq u ire d  an  in d iv id u a l i ty  o f  i ts  ow n , 
a n d  th a t  n o th in g  in  th e  w orld  can  d ra g  i t  dow n . I h a v e  h ad  re c e n tly  
in  A u s tra lia  th e  m o s t s t r ik in g  p ro o f  o f  th e  ex is te n c e  th ro u g h o u t th e  
w orld  o f  th i s  y e a rn in g  a f te r  th e  S e c re t D o c trin e , a f te r  m y s tic ism , a f te r  
th e  t r u th s  to  b e  o b ta in ed  b y  S o u l D ev e lo p m en t. I fo u n d  e v e ry w h e re  
th ro u g h o u t A u s tra lia , la te n t  in c lin a tio n , p o te n c y  in  th is  d ire c tio n , w h ich  
o n ly  re q u ire s  an  ex cu se  to  m a n ife s t itse lf . I fo u n d  i t  in  G re a t B rita in , 
a n d  M r. J u d g e  h a s  fo u n d  i t  in  A m erica , so  th a t  now  I feel sa tis fied  t h a t  
th o u g h  th e  m o s t o f  u s  w ho  a re  e n g a g e d  in  th i s  w o rk  a s  le a d e rs  s h o u ld  
d ie , th e  m o v em en t it s e l f  is  an  e n ti ty ,  h a s  i ts  ow n v i ta l i ty  a n d  w ill k e e p  
on. H o w  i t  sh a ll  k e e p  on  is  a  q u e s tio n  fo r u s  to  co n sid e r. W e h a v e  
h e re to fo re  h a d  w ith in  ea sy  reach  a  te a c h e r  w ho, lik e  a n  in e x h a u s tib le  
w ell o f  fresh  w a te r, co u ld  b e  d raw n  u p o n  a t  a n y  tim e  th a t  w e w ere  
t h i r s t in g  fo r in fo rm a tio n . T h is  h a s  been  an  a d v a n ta g e  in  o n e  w ay , b u t  
a  g r e a t  d e tr im e n t in  a n o th e r . T h e  v e ry  in a c c e ss ib ili ty  o f  th e  M as te rs  
is  a n  a d v a n ta g e  to  a ll th o s e  w ho  w ish  to  a c q u ire  k n o w led g e , b ecau se  in  
th e  e ffo rt to  com e n e a r  th e m , to  g e t  a n y  co m m u n io n  w ith  th e m , one  
in s e n s ib ly  p rep a re s  in  h im se lf  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  s p ir itu a l g ro w th , a n d  i t  
is  w h e n  w e a re  th ro w n  u p o n  o u r  ow n re so u rc e s  th a t  w e a re  e n a b le d  to  
b r in g  o u t  th e  p ow ers la te n t  in  o u r  c h a ra c te rs . I c o n s id e r  t h a t  H .P .B . 
h a s  d ied  a t  th e  r ig h t  m o m en t. S h e  h a s  le f t w o rk  u n fin ish e d , i t  is  t ru e , 
b u t  sh e  h a s  a lso  d o n e  w o rk  w h ich  is  q u ite  su ffic ien t, i f  w e m a k e  u se  o f  
i t  p ro p e r ly , to  su p p ly  u s  fo r m a n y  y e a rs  to  com e w ith  th e  h e lp  t h a t  w e 
n e e d  in  T h eo so p h ica l p ro g re ss . S h e  h a s  n o t g o n e  aw ay  a n d  le f t u s  
a b s o lu te ly  w ith o u t u n p u b lish e d  r e m a in s ; on  th e  c o n tra ry , sh e  h a s  le f t a  
la r g e  b o d y  o f  th e m , a n d  in  th e  c u s to d y  o f  h e r  ch o sen  d ep o sito ry , M rs. 
B e sa n t, w ho, in  th e  p ro p e r w ay  a n d  a t  th e  p ro p e r m o m en t, w ill g iv e  
th e m  o u t  to  th e  w o rld . B u t I  m a in ta in  t h a t  even  th o u g h  n o t a n o th e r  
b o o k  h a d  b een  w rit te n  sav e  “  Is is  U n v e ile d ,”  t h a t  w o u ld  h av e  b een  
e n o u g h  fo r  th e  e a rn e s t s tu d e n t .  I  m ay  sa y  th a t  m y  T h eo so p h ica l 
e d u c a t io n  h a s  been  o b ta in e d  a lm o st e n tire ly  from  th a t  b ook  ; fo r m y  
life  h a s  b een  so  b u sy  o f  la te  y e a rs  t h a t  I h av e  h a d  no  tim e  fo r re a d in g . 
I  c a n n o t  re a d  a n y th in g  se r io u s  w h en  I am  tra v e ll in g , a n d  a t  h o m e  m y  
m in d  is  so  ove rw h e lm ed  w ith  th e  a n x ie tie s  o f  m y  official p o s itio n  th a t  I 
h a v e  n o  tim e  a n d  n o  in c l in a t io n  to  s i t  dow n a n d  m e d ita te  a n d  re a d  ; so  
th a t  o f  w h a t I k n o w  a b o u t T h eo so p h y  a n d  T h eo so p h ica l m a tte rs , a  la rg e  
p a r t  h a s  b een  o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  “ Is is  U n v e iled , ” in  th e  co m p o s itio n  o f



w h ich  I  w as e n g a g e d  w ith  h e r  fo r a b o u t tw o  y ea rs . O u r e ffo rt should  
b e  to  sp re a d  e v e ry w h e re  am o n g  o u r  sy m p a th is e rs  th e  b e lie f  t h a t  each 
one  m u s t w o rk  o u t h is  ow n sa lv a tio n , t h a t  th e re  can  be  n o  p rogress 
w h a te v e r  w ith o u t effort, a n d  th a t  n o th in g  is  so  p e rn ic io u s , n o th in g  is so 
w ea k e n in g , a s  th e  e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f  th e  s p ir i t  o f  d ep en d en ce  upon 
a n o th e r , upo n  a n o th e r ’s  w isdom , upon  a n o th e r ’s  r ig h te o u sn e s s . I t  is  a 
m o s t p e rn ic io u s  th in g  a n d  p a ra ly se s  a ll  effort. N ow  a  m e th o d  th a t  is 
p u rsu e d  in  sch o o ls  o f  Y oga in  In d ia  an d  in  T ib e t is  t h i s : th e  M aster 
g iv es  a t  f irs t no  e n c o u ra g e m e n t w h a te v e r  to  th e  w o u ld -b e  pu p il, perhaps 
h e  w ill n o t ev en  look  a t  h im , a n d  f re q u e n tly  p e rso n s  a tta c h  th em se lv es  
to  a  Y ogi a s  ch e la s , d e sp ite  h is  t r y in g  to  d r iv e  th e m  aw ay , p e rh a p s  w ith  
b low s, o r, a t  a n y  ra te , d e sp ite  th e i r  b e in g  a p p a re n tly  sco rn ed  a n d  p u t 
u p o n  in  ev e ry  p o ss ib le  w ay  b y  th e  Y ogi. T h e y  p e rfo rm  m o s t m en ia l 
offices, sw eep in g  th e  floors, m a k in g  th e  fires, a n d  e v e ry th in g  o f  th c  
k in d , w h ile  p e rh a p s  th e  Y og i w ill rew a rd  th e m  w ith  in d iffe ren ce  for 
m o n th s  o r  y ea rs . I f  th e  a s p ira n t is  re a l ly  d e s iro u s  o f  o b ta in in g  th e  
t r u th ,  h e  is  n o t  d is c o u ra g e d  b y  a n y  o f  th e s e  rebu ffs . A  tim e  fina lly  
com es w h en , h a v in g  te s te d  h im  su ffic ien tly , th e  M as te r m ay  tu r n  to  h im  
a n d  se t  h is  fo o t on  th e  p a th  b y  g iv in g  h im  th e  f irs t h in t .  T h e n  h e  w aits  
to  see  h o w  h e  w ill p ro fit b y  t h a t  h in t , a n d  th e  r a p id ity  o f  h is  s u b s e q u e n t 
p ro g re ss  d ep en d s  e n tire ly  upo n  h is  ow n b eh av io u r . B u t w e m ay  s a y  we 
h a v e  b een  fa r  b e t te r  o ff th a n  th a t .  W e h av e  h a d  H .P .B . w ith  u s  a s  an 
ac tiv e  w o rk e r fo r th e  la s t s ix teen  y ea rs , d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  s h e  h as  
g iv en  o u t in  v a rio u s  ch a n n e ls , in  th e  Theosophist, in  Lucifer, h e r  books, 
a n d  h e r  co n v e rsa tio n , a  g re a t  v o lu m e  o f  e so te ric  te a c h in g , a n d  h u n d re d s  
o f  h in ts , w h ich , i f  ta k e n , u n d e rs to o d , a n d  fo llow ed  up , w ill en ab le  a n y  
one  o f  u s  to  m a k e  d ec id ed  p ro g re ss  in  o u r  T h eo so p h ica l d irec tio n .

“  I h a v e  b een  fo r a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs  h o ld in g  C o n v e n tio n s  o f  D e le 
g a te s  re p re s e n tin g  th e  S o c ie ty . O n th e s e  w a lls  y o u  see  p h o to g ra p h s  of 
som e o f  th o s e  C o n v en tio n s . T h is  is  th e  f irs t o n e  th a t  h a s  b een  h e ld  in 
E u ro p e . Y ou  a re  b e h in d  A m erica , w h e re  th e y  h av e  been  h a v in g  s p le n 
d id  C o n v e n tio n s  fo r se v e ra l y e a rs  p a s t. B u t e v e ry th in g  m u s t h a v e  a  
b e g in n in g  a n d  th i s  is  th e  b e g in n in g  in  E u ro p e . W e h av e  a  f a i r  r e 
p re s e n ta tio n  o f  o u r  m o v em en t in  d iffe ren t p a r ts  o f  E u ro p e , b u t  n o th in g  
lik e  as  fu ll an  one  a s  w ill com e a f te r  th i s  in i t ia t iv e  h a s  b een  u n d e r 
s to o d  a n d  fo llow ed u p . A t th e  th re sh o ld  o f  th e  w o rk  w e h a v e  e v e ry  
p ro m ise  befo re  u s  o f  an  im m en se  e x te n s io n  o f  o u r  m o v em en t. W e h av e  
e v e ry  rea so n  to  be  sa tis f ied  w ith  th e  o u tlo o k . W h en  w e c o n s id e r  th e  
en o rm o u s  re a c t io n a ry  in f lu en ces  a t  w o rk  in  d if fe re n t p a r ts  o f  C h r is te n 
dom  ; w h en  w e c o n s id e r  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  v ic io u s  te n d e n c ie s  a n d  o f  m a te r i
a lis tic  o p in io n s  in  E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s ; w h en  w e lo o k  a t  th e  d is t r i 
b u tio n  o f  o u r  l i te r a tu re  a n d  see  how  d ev o ted  p e rso n s  in  d if fe re n t c o u n 
tr ie s , lik e  o u r  sp le n d id  S p a n ish  g ro u p , a re  re n d e r in g  th e  w o rk s  in to  
th e i r  v e rn a c u la rs  a n d  a re  c ir c u la t in g  th e m  in  th e i r  c o u n tr ie s , a n d  see  
w h a t r e s u lts  w e a re  o b ta in in g , I th in k  m y  o b se rv a tio n  is  co rre c t, th a t  w e 
h a v e  g re a t  re a so n  to  b e  sa tis f ied  w ith  th e  o u tlo o k . I w ish  t h a t  e v e ry  
d e le g a te  in  th i s  C o n v en tio n  re p re se n tin g  a n y  c o u n try  m ig h t ta k e  to  
h e a r t  to  avo id  as a  p e s tilen ce  th e  fe e lin g  o f  lo ca l p r id e  o r lo c a l e x c lu 
s iv en ess . W ith  p o litic a l d iv is io n s  w e h av e  n o th in g  to  d o  ; w ith  d is t in c 
t io n s  o f  r a n k  a n d  c a s te  a n d  c reed  w e h a v e  n o th in g  to  do . O u rs  is  a  
co m m o n , n e u tr a l  g ro u n d , w h e re  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  re s p e c t is  th e  s ta n d a rd  
o f  a  p u rif ied  h u m a n i ty .  O u r id e a ls  a re  h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  o f  tim e



serving c o m m u n itie s . W e h av e  n o  k in g , n o  em p ero r, n o  p re s id e n t, 110 
dictator, h e re  in  o u r  s p ir i tu a l  life . W e w elcom e e v e ry b o d y  w ho  is  e a g e r  
after th e  t r u th  to  a  s e a t  b es id e  u s  on  th e  b en ch , on  th e  so le  co n d itio n  
that he  o r  sh e  w ill h e lp  u s  in  o u r  s tu d ie s , an d  w ill re ce iv e  in  a  k in d ly  
and b ro th e rly  s p ir i t  a n y  h e lp  th a t  w e a re  re a d y  a n d  ab le  to  g ive . W e 
should th e re fo re  k n o w  no  E n g la n d , n o  S co tlan d , n o  F ra n c e , no  
G erm any, no  S w eden , no  S p a in , no  I ta ly . T h ese  a re  g e o g ra p h ic a l 
abstrac tions. F o r  u s  th e  te rm s  do  n o t e x is t in  o u r  T h eo so p h ica l co n 
sciousness. W e h av e  S w ed ish  b ro th e rs , a n d  G erm an  b ro th e rs , an d  
French b ro th e rs , an d  S p an ish , a n d  E n g lish , I r ish , W elsh , a n d  so  f o r t h ; 
as b ro th e rs  w e k n o w  th e m , a s  b ro th e rs  we a re  b o u n d  to  th e m , a n d  in  
every w ay  ; so  t h a t  in  y o u r  w o rk  in  y o u r  d if fe re n t c o u n tr ie s  y ou  sh o u ld  
try to  im b u e  y o u r  fe llow s w ith  th e  fee lin g  th a t  th i s  is a  u n io n  th a t  h a s  
no reg a rd  to  g e o g ra p h ic a l o r n a tio n a l b o u n d a rie s  o r lim ita tio n s , an d  th a t  
the first s te p  in  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  T h e o so p h is t is  g e n e ro u s  
altruism , fo rg e tfu ln e ss  o f  self, th e  d e s tru c tio n  a n d  b re a k in g -d o w n  o f  
the b a rr ie rs  o f  p e rso n a l p re ju d ice , an  e x p a n d in g  h e a r t , an  e x p a n d in g  
soul, so  a s  to  u n ite  o n e se lf  w ith  a ll peoples an d  a ll th e  races  o f  th e  
world in  t r y in g  to  re a lise  upo n  e a r th  th a t  K in g d o m  o f  H eav en  w h ich  
was sp o k en  o f  in  th e  B ible, a n d  w h ich  m ean s  th i s  u n iv e rsa l b ro th e rh o o d  
of the  a d v a n c e d  an d  p e rfec ted  h u m a n i ty  w h ich  h a s  p reced ed  u s  in  th e  
march o f  co sm ic  ev o lu tio n . A nd  now , n o t to  d e ta in  y o u  longer, I w el
come y o u  w ith  a  fu ll h e a r t  a n d  an  o u ts tre tc h e d  h a n d  to  th is  fam ily  
meeting o f  th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty .

“ I w ish  y o u  to  feel th a t  th i s  is  a  sec tio n  o f th e  G en e ra l C o u n c il o f  
the S o c ie ty , th a t  y ou  re p re se n t th e  d ig n i ty  a n d  th e  m a je s ty  o f  th e  
Society, a n d  th a t  y o u r  in te re s t  is  a s  d eep  in  th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  t r a n s p ir 
ing in  th e  A m erican  S ec tio n , a n d  in  th e  In d ia n  S ec tio n , a n d  in  C ey lo n  
and o th e r  S ec tio n s , as i t  is  in  w h a t is m e re ly  t r a n s p ir in g  w ith in  th e  
geographical b o u n d a rie s  w h ich  a re  re p re se n te d  in  y o u r  re sp ec tiv e  
branches. I h o p e  th e  s p i r i t  o f  a m ity  m a y  dw ell in  th is  m e e t in g ; th a t  
we m ay fee l t h a t  w e a re  in  th e  p re sen ce  o f  th e  G re a t O nes w hose  
though ts ta k e  in  w h a t is  tr a n s p ir in g  a t  a n y  d is ta n c e  a s  e a s ily  a s  w h a t is  
tran sp irin g  n e a r  b y , a n d  a lso  th a t  w e a re  im b u ed , su rro u n d e d , b y  th e  
influence o f  m y  d e a r  co lle ag u e  a n d  y o u r  re v e re d  te a c h e r , w h o  h a s  le f t  
us for a  w h ile  to  re tu rn  u n d e r  a n o th e r  fo rm , a n d  u n d e r  m ore fav o u rab le  
cond itions .’’

R esolu tions in honour of H .P .B , were offered by  th e  C ountess 
W achtm eister, seconded by Senor. X ifre, and carried  by acclam a
tion. Mr. W . Q. Ju d g e  offered resolutions for th e  creation  of an  
“ H. P. B. M em orial F u n d ,” w hich w ere seconded by Mrs. B esant in 
an eloquent speech, and  supported  by Mr. B. K eightley  in a fervent 
address. T h e  reso lu tions w ere carried  unanim ously . I th en  read a 
letter to  th e  C onvention suggesting  a p a rtition  of th e  ashes o f
H. P. B .’s body, recom m ending  th a t one portion  each should  be given 
to Adyar, L ondon, and  New Y ork. I  recalled th e  fact th a t th is  p lan  
had been followed in  th e  disposal o f th e  ashes o f G au tam a B uddha 
and other sacred  personages. T h e  T heosophical career o f H . P. B.,
I said, had  been  div ided  in to  th ree  stages, v iz .y New Y ork, In d ia  and 
Iyondon—its cradle, a lta r and  tom b. I  did n o t overlook th a t it had



alw ays been understood between us that the one of us two who s u r
vived  should bury the other’s ashes at A dyar. I  was moved to th is 
p lan of the partition because I  could p la in ly  see that if  I  took a ll the 
ashes back w ith me, feelings of resentm ent would be excited. In  
fact, I  noticed that, in  seconding the m otion o f M rs. Besant fo r the 
acceptance o f the proposal, M r. Judge said that “ it was a question 
o f ju stice , and if  any other arrangem ent had been adopted, though 
he him self personally w ould have made no claim , he felt sure that 
the Am erican Section would have done so.” O f course, the offer was 
at once accepted.

The Countess W achtm eister transm itted an offer from  the great 
Swedish sculptor, Sven Bengtsson, to make an artistic urn as a 
repository for the share of the ashes apportioned to London. N atu 
ra lly , the offer was gratefully and enthusiastically accepted, and I  
appointed an art committee to exam ine designs and settle p re lim i
naries, w ith the artist as a member.

T he keynote o f harm ony having been struck, the proceedings of 
the two days’ sessions were interesting and cordial throughout. M r. 
Mead gave a m asterly survey of the Theosophical outlook in  Europe, 
w hich he declared to be h ig h ly  encouraging. R esults have proved 
h is prognostic to have been fu lly  w arranted, for the movement has 
spread and strengthened to an extent not then dreamed of.

The uselessness o f having two Sections to cover in  a great part 
the same territory, was so apparent that an arrangem ent was come to 
to dissolve the B ritish  Section and further strengthen and consolidate 
the European Section. T o  carry th is le g a lly  into effect, I  issued on 
the 1 7 th o f Ju ly , at London, an E xecutive  N otice, o fficially recognis
ing  the latter, ordering the issue of a Charter to M r. Mead and 
associates of the E xecutive  Com mittee, and o fficially  ra tify in g  the 
unanim ous vote of the B ritish  Section to dissolve its organization. 
The European Section was instructed to take over the records, 
lia b ilitie s and assets of the B ritish  Section as from the n t h  o f Ju ly . 
M r. Mead was unanim ously confirm ed by the Convention as G eneral 
Secretary.

I  had ju st refused, in  Brisbane, the bequest of one fortune, and 
now another was offered me. A t a Garden Party at A venue Road, a 
French-S w iss member, M. C. Parm elin, F .T .S ., a resident o f H avre, 
u n til then a stranger to me, took me aside and asked me to accept 
h is sm all fortune o f Fes. 3 0 , 0 0 0  in  cash for the Society. H e  explained 
that he had no use for the money and wanted to do som ething practi
cal to help on a movement in  w hich he felt the deepest in te re st; 
especially he wished to aid the w ork in  France. In  answ er to my 
questions respecting him self, he told me that he was a bachelor, with 
110 desire or intention to m a rry ; that h is salary as a bank employee 
was ample for a ll h is w an ts; and that on the death o f h is m other he 
would in h e rit another handsome sum. In  reply, I  pointed out to him 
that it was unw ise for him  to strip  him self of a ll h is reserve capital.



for, in case o f serious illness, he m ight lose h is employm ent and find 
himself in  want ; but as he had the prospect of an inheritance and 
also of the continuance o f h is incom e from h is salary, and as I  
recognized the rig h t of every member o f the Society to give as freely 
as I  did m yself, I  w ould accept h a lf of the sum offered; leaving him  
the other h a lf to use in  case of necessity, w ith the understanding 
that when h is inheritance fell in , he could, if  he chose, give me the other 
half. But for the sake of a perm anent record I  requested him  to put 
the offer, as m odified, in  w riting . T h is  he did the same day. I  then 
called M rs. Besant and M r. Mead into a consultation w ith M. 
Parmelin, and we came to the follow ing agreem ent:— ( i)  The offer 
should be accepted ; ( 2 ) T he money should be lodged in  bank in 
the names o f M rs. Besant, M r. Mead and the donor him self; my 
determination being that he should give h is signature w ith that of the 
others, on every cheque drawn, so that a ll disbursem ents should be 
made w ith h is knowledge and co nsent; (3 ) That, as h is w ish was 
to help the movement, generally, as w ell as p articu larly  the French 
portion of it, the sum o f ^ 1 0 0  each should be given to A dyar, 
London and New Y o rk  head-quarters for general purposes, and that 
the rem ainder should be used in  aid o f the operations in  France. 
This being agreed to, I  received, ten days later, through M rs. 
Besant, the ^ 1 0 0  for A dyar, and it w ill be found in  the T reasurer’s 
Report for February, as assigned to the L ib ra ry  Fund. I  have given 
the foregoing details about this affair for two reasons— one, that so 
w ell-intentioned an act of beneficence should be recorded in  our 
history, and the other, because, later on, the donor seemed to have 
changed h is m ind about it  to some extent and to be disposed to cast 
im putations against us three persons who were— as the above facts 
prove— only striv in g  our best to carry out h is own wishes and apply 
his gifts to the very purposes he had him self designated. F o rtu 
nately, I  had induced him  to put into w ritin g  the offer first made to 
me verb ally  ; a precaution born o f long experience in  the study of 
human nature, and one w hich I  strongly recommend for adoption by 
all m y present and future colleagues.

I  was extrem ely shocked on receiving news from Colombo of 
the accidental death by drow ning, of our dear M iss Pickett, only ten 
days after I  had installed her as P rincipa l of the Sangham itta School. 
It  appears that she was subject to occasional attacks of som nambu
lism  and that she rose in  the night, passed noiselesssly out of the 
house, wandered over the lawn, and fell into a w ell w hich was only 
protected by a low parapet w all. It  was a very sad and tragical case. 
She had left A ustra lia  w ith her m other’s b le ssin g ; her new home 
was a beautiful one ; she began her w ork w ith zeal, and as far as we 
knew, was in  vigorous health ; her reception had been so warm as 
to f ill h er heart w ith jo y ; there was even a strong p robability o f her 
mother’s jo in in g  her very soon, and I  had given h a lf the price of the 
passage ticket. There was no apparent cloud on the horizon o f her



young life, w hile the future opened out before her a sm ilin g  prospect. 
The day after the accident seven thousand persons came to see the 
drowned body, and in  a long, sad, strange procession, a ll clad in  
white garm ents, they followed it to the Cemetery, where M rs. 
W eerakoon, the President of the W . E . S., lighted her funeral pyre.
I  have, at the m other’s request, the sacred ashes in  my custody.

So serious an event as the death of Madame B lavatsky could not 
occur w ithout e xcitin g  in  tim id m inds throughout the w orld  o f 
Theosophy, apprehensions as to its probable effect upon our m ove
ment. A t this critica l moment it behoved me to step forw ard and 
lay down the p olicy w hich would be pursued. W e have seen th at =a 
stupid notion prevailed to some extent that the death of one or both 
of the Founders would mean the destruction of the Society. I  dealt 
w ith this in  the address above copied into th is narrative, and 
to reach the many who would not be lik e ly  to read the C onvention 
proceedings, I  issued at London, on the 2 7 th Ju ly , the fo llo w in g  
E xecutive N o tice :—

“ A s the su rvivo r o f the two p rin cip al Founders o f the T h eoso
phical Society, I  am called upon to state o fficia lly  the lin e s upon 
w hich its w ork w ill be prosecuted. I  therefore give notice—

1 . That there w ill be no change in  the general polic>r, the 
three declared objects of the Society being strictly  followed out, and 
nothing perm itted w hich w ould cpnflict w ith the same in  any respect.

2 . The Society, as such, w ill be kept as neutral as heretofore, 
and as the C onstitution provides, w ith respect to relig io us dogm as 
and sectarian id e a s; helping a ll who ask our aid to understand 
and live  up to their best relig io us ideals, and pledging itse lf to no 
one more than another.

3 . The untram m eled rig ht of private judgm ent and the ab so
lute equality of members in  the Society, regardless of th e ir d iffe r
ences in  sex, race, color or creed, is  re-affirm ed and guaranteed 
as heretofore.

4 . No pledges w ill be exacted as a condition of a cq u irin g  or 
retaining fellow ship save as provided in the Constitution.

5 . A  p olicy of open frankness, integ rity and altruism  w ill be 
scrupulo usly followed in a ll the Society’s dealings w ith its m em bers 
and the pub lic.

6 . E ve ry  reasonable effort w ill be made to encourage m em bers 
to p ractically  prove by their private lives and conversation, the 
sincerity o f th eir Theosophical profession.

7 . The p rin cip le  of autonomous govem m ent in  Sections and 
Branches, w ithin the lines of the C onstitution, and o f n o n -in te r
ference by H ead-quarters, save extrem e cases, w ill be lo y a lly  ob
served.”

A n y officer of a Branch, or other person, concerned in  the 
management of any portion of the Society’s activity who w ill keep



strictly w ith in  th e  lines placed in th e  above N otice, w ill n o t go far 
wrong nor com prom ise th e  Society in th e  eyes o f th e  public.

H . S . O l c o t t .

OBSTACLES TO SPIRITUAL PROGRESS*

I I I .  T h e  S u r m o u n t in g  o p  t h e  O b s t a c l e s .

[As hardly  any notes were made of the second and th ird  lectures, 
these had to  be written out from memory, and are incomplete.—Ed. note].

IN considering  th e  obstacles to our progress, we have also, in  som e 
cases, seen in w hat way th ey  can be surm ounted. B ut th e re  are 

certain broad  princip les th a t we shall find genera lly  applicable, 
which we m ust consider th is  m orning. A ll failings have tw o sides, 
a positive and  a negative. F rom  th e  negative aspect th ey  arise from 
the lack of developm ent o f some quality  in  th e  Ego. F rom  th e  posi
tive side th ey  constitu te  a habit of th e  personality , or, in o ther w ords, 
a tendency in  one o f our sheaths to  v ibrate  in a p a rticu la r way, as a  
response to  ex ternal stim ulus ; o r sim ply m oved from  w ith in  by a  
kind of au tom atic  action o f th e  m atter. W e m ust rem em ber th a t 
there is no  such th in g  as dead  m atter. N ot only are o u r sheaths 
used by th e  E go as its  instrum ents, b u t th e  m a tte r o f them  is itse lf 
ensouled by a low er life, on its way dow nw ards in  search  o f physical 
experience. W e have to  deal w ith  th e  evolution o f th is  life in a  
more or less d irec t way, as well as w ith  o u r own, and  if  we rem em 
ber its ex istence we shall b e tte r  u nderstand  the  o rig in  and  force o f 
habit. T ak e  th en  any  special failing, say resen tm en t for in ju ries 
received, and  look a t it from th is  two-fold po in t of view. T h e  lack  o f 
development in th e  E go  is usually  p artly  a w ant o f know ledge and  
partly an absence o f som e quality . In  th is  p articu la r case it  is 
knowledge o f th e  Law of K arm a th a t is w anting. W e say we believe 
in this law, bu t ou r actions con tinually  belie us and  show  th a t it  is 
but a lip-belief. F o r if  we tru ly  believed it, we should  know  th a t  
nothing could  happen  to  us except w hat is th e  outcom e o f our past 
evolution, and  therefore w hat is m ost needed for our fu ture. T h en  
there could  be no room  for resen tm ent, and we should  reg a rd  all 
who in ju re  us as be ing  sim ply  th e  m eans w hereby th e  law  o f our 
growth is w ork ing . T rue , they  are, by  th e  infliction o f th e  in jury , 
standing in th e  way o f th e ir  own evolution ; they  are do ing  w rong, 
speaking from  th a t po in t o f view w hich sees th in g s from below 
instead o f from above, B ut th a t is no business o f ours ; th e ir  own 
evolution is th eir  concern, no t ours, so it is no t w orth  w hile to  w aste 
our energy th in k in g  o f th e ir  w rong-doing. T his, however, is n o t 
sufficient ; it w ould lead sim ply  to a k ind  o f negative m orality . If, 
however, th e  quality  o f love is developed, we shall substitu te  for 
resentment an active h e lp ing  ot those who have w ronged us. W e

* Lectures delivered by Mis Edger a t Adyar, Dec. 1 9 0 0 ,
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shall see in them  the  d iv in ity  th a t is striv ing , though in th is  partic 
u la r case failing  to  express itself, and our love for it will qu ite  over
balance any  th o u g h t of our own suffering. W e shall therefore seek 
opportun ities bo th  in th o u g h t and in action to  help  them . R esen t
m ent is therefore th e  resu lt o f im perfect know ledge of th e  I*aw of 
K arm a, and o f th e  lack o f developm ent of love in th e  Ego. B ut in 
its ou ter expression it  is accom panied by im patience, irrita tion , and 
a t tim es even malice. Now  these produce certa in  v ibrations in  the 
astral, or kam ic, sheath , w hich a t a certa in  stage in our g row th  we 
feel to  be p leasant. I t  is not the  S elf th a t finds them  p leasan t, it is 
n o t even th e  Ego, it is th a t low er life th a t is ensouling  the  astral 
sheath  ; bu t as long  as we identify  ourselves w ith our sheaths, we 
are really  app ropria ting  to ourselves th e  consciousness of th a t lower 
life. I t  therefore  seeks th e  repetition  of these vibrations, an d  the 
oftener we have y ielded to th e  feelings o f resen tm ent, th e  s tro n g er is 
th e  tendency  to  repetition . T h u s  th ere  is set up a s trong  h ab it in 
th e  sheath , or to  speak m ore accurately , a s tro n g  desire in  th e  life 
ensou ling  it, w hich constitu tes th e  active side o f the  failing. We 
can sim ilarly  analyse every failing, and  we shall find th a t a ll are 
negative so far as th e  E go is concerned, positive only w ith reg a rd  to 
th e  sheath . T h e  S elf is of course un touched  by them , b u t as the 
developm ent o f th e  E go  m ust precede th e  realisation of th e  Self, we 
can for th e  p resen t confine our a tten tion  to  th e  E go and  its sheaths.

N ow  the  first s tep  tow ards overcom ing a failing  is to  ign o re  its 
ex istence. W e all know  th e  enorm ous pow er of th o u g h t ; we know 
how  m erely  to  th in k  o f a th in g  is, under certain  conditions, enough 
to  b rin g  it in to  actual existence. T he  effect of fear w hen an epidem ic 
is rag ing  is well know n ; and instances have been cited o f a pain 
being  produced in any given p a rt o f th e  body by in ten tly  th in k in g  
it  to  be th ere . T h e  v ib rations o f th o u g h t are reflected dow nw ards 
from  th e  m ental p lane  and  aw aken corresponding  v ib ra tions in the 
m a tte r o f th e  low er planes. T hese  will act in  th e  sheaths belonging 
to  those planes, and  will also bu ild  up though t-fo rm s of a corres
pond in g  character w hich a ttach  them selves to th e ir  creators, and 
p lay ing  a round  them  tend  to  reproduce them selves. T h u s  to  th ink  
on a fault ten d s to  stren g th en  and  in tensify  it, and  cause its  more 
frequent repetition  ; and  th is  even if  the  th in k in g  is done w ith  regret 
and  desire to  im prove. F a r  b e tte r is it n o t to  th in k  a t all o f  the 
fau lts we w ish to cure, un til they  ob trude  them selves on ou r n o tic e ; 
and  even th en  to  tu rn  o u r th o u g h ts  reso lu tely  away, and fix them 
elsew here. By th u s  igno ring  them , we starve them  o u t ; w hereas, by 
dw elling  on them  w ith  desire we reinforce them , and  by dw elling  on 
them  w ith  regret we reinforce them  to a less degree by  th e  thought- 
v ibrations, and  also arouse, as. it were, an  an tagon istic  force in  the 
low er life ensou ling  the  astral sheath , w hich w ill rise up against us 
and  m ake our task  th e  m ore difficult. I happened  to  com e across 
th e  follow ing lines, w hich very  ap tly  illu stra te  th is  po in t, though



their application is som ew hat different. I do no t know  who is th e  
author.

“ I w as c lim b in g  up  a  m o u n ta in  p a th ,
W ith  m a n y  th in g s  to  do ;

Im p o rta n t b u s in e ss  o f  m y  ow n 
A n d  o th e r  peo p le ’s  to o  ;

W h en  I  ra n  a g a in s t  a  prejudice 
T h a t q u ite  s h u t  o ff th e  view .

M y w ork  w as su ch  as  c o u ld n ’t  w ait,
M y p a th  q u ite  c lea rly  sh o w ed  ;

M y s t r e n g th  an d  tim e  w ere  lim ited ,
I c a rr ied  q u ite  a  load,

A nd th e re  th a t  h u lk in g  prejudice 
S at, all* ac ro ss  th e  road .

So  I sp o k e  to  h im  p o lite ly .
F o r  h e  w as h u g e  a n d  h ig h  ;

I b egged  th a t  he  w ould  m ove a  b it  
A nd  le t m e tra v e l by.

H e sm iled , b u t a s  fo r m ov ing ,
H e  d id n ’t  even  t r y .

So th e n  I reaso n ed  q u ie tly  
W ith  th a t  co lossa l m u le  ;

My tim e  w as sh o r t, no  o th e r  p a th ,
T h e  m o u n ta in  w in d s  w ere cool.

I a rg u e d  lik e  a  So lom on 
H e s a t  th e re  lik e  a  fool.

A n d  th e n  I b e g g e d  h im  011 m y  k n e e s —
I m ig h t be k n e e lin g  s t i l l

I f  so  I h oped  to  m ove th a t  m ass 
O f o b s tin a te  ill-w ill ;

A s w ell im p lo re  th e  m o n u m e n t 
To v a c a te  B u n k e r  H ill.

So I s a t befo re  h im  h e lp less  
In  an  e c s ta sy  o f  w oe ;

T h e  m o u n ta in  m is ts  w ere  r i s in g  fa s t ,
T h e  su n  w as s in k in g  low ;

W hen  a  su d d en  in s p ira tio n  cam e,
A s su d d en  w in d s  do b low .

I to o k  m y  h a t, I to o k  m y  s tick ,
M y load  I se ttle d  fa ir -

I ap p ro ach ed  th a t  aw fu l in c u b u s  
W ith  an  a b se n t-m in d e d  a ir

A nd  I walked directly through hint 
A s i f  h e  w a sn ’t  th e r e .”

vSo should  we do w ith all ou r failings, and  we shall th en  find 
that they  are not so real o r so difficult to su rm oun t as we had  
thought. W e shall find th a t they  do no t touch th e  Self, aud th a t



th e y  touch  th e  E go  only ind irectly  and  negatively, an d  we 
are  surely  no t go ing  to allow the  h ab its  contracted  in o u r sheaths 
to  stand  in th e  way o f our d ev e lo p m en t! But we m ust see to  it tha t 
th e  ignoring  of ou r faults is no t a m ere passive a ttitu d e  on o u r part, 
b u t an  active go ing  stra ig h t th ro u g h  the  failings, do ing  as we w ould 
i f  they  did no t exist. A nd th is  m eans the  p rac tis in g  of th e  v irtues 
th a t are  th e ir  opposites; a steady, p ersisten t practice, ca rried  011 

regard less o f difficulty or d isinclination . I 11 o ther words, we should  
assume th e  v irtues th a t we have not, should  act as th o u g h  w e ac
tu a lly  had  th e m ; and  then  in tim e we shall find th a t we have them . 
In  th is  way we b rin g  out in to  activ ity  th e  la ten t pow ers o f th e  Kgo, 
and th u s  ren d er im possible any  resuscita tion  o f the  faults we have 
starved  out.

T h e  pow er o f th o u g h t we can also b rin g  to bear on th i s ; s tri- 
v ing  by  th o u g h t as well as by action to bu ild  up v irtues. T h e  
contem plation  w ith  reverence and love o f those g reat ones w ho have 
possessed th e  v irtues we need ; th e  study  o f th e ir  lives ; th e  s tu d y  
of th e  way in  w hich our own lives w ould be changed  if  we c u lt i
vated  these  v irtues : all th is  will help  us g rea tly  if  we carry  our 
th o u g h t as far as possible in to  practice. W e m ay fram e a few ru le s  
to gu ide our daily  conduct, and thus set ourselves seriously  to  th e  
ta sk  o f bu ild ing  character. A nd then  from tim e to tim e we sh o u ld  
pause, and  review  our lives, to  see how  far we have been faith fu l in 
th e  carry ing  ou t o f our rules, and how far they  m ay need modifica* 
tion  as we progress. T hese  pauses are the  m ile stones o f o u r lives, 
and  are valuable as m ark in g  stages in o u r grow th. T o  quo te  from  
E m e rso n : “ T h e  epochs o f ou r life are no t in  the  visible facts o f 
ou r choice o f a calling, our m arriage, ou r acquisition  of an office, 
and  th e  like, bu t in  a s ilen t th o u g h t by th e  w ayside as we w alk  ; in 
a  th o u g h t w hich revises our en tire  m anner o f life, and  says :—‘T h u s  
h ast th o u  done, b u t it were b e tte r th u s .’ A nd all ou r after years, 
like m enials, serve and w ait on th is, and, accord ing  to th e ir  ab ility , 
execute  its  will. T h is  revisal, or correction, is a constan t force, 
w hich, as a  tendency , reaches th ro u g h  our lifetim e.”*

S teady  concentration  and  control o f th o u g h t, p a tien t m ethod i
cal study , as a  m eans o f developing m ental faculties, and  bu ild in g  
u p  th e  m ental sheath , we have already spoken of. I t  is a  tra in in g  
w hich  will occupy us year after year, incarnation  afte r incar
nation , and  one th a t we have seen to be abso lu tely  necessary. T h e  
acquirem ent of it  w ill reac t on ou r efforts to build  up  v irtues, g iv ing  
ou r th o u g h ts  g rea te r force aud  in tensity .

T hese  princip les are applicable to  th e  obstacles we have to  sur
m o u n t in  ourselves, to  all the  low er qualities th a t need to  be  over
come, and  th e  h ig h e r ones th a t need to  be developed. I f  carried 
ou t in  th e ir  en tire ty , th ey  will u ltim ate ly  lead to  th e  com plete 
developm ent o f th e  E go, and  th e  bu ild ing  up  o f p u re  and  readily



responsive sheaths, that w ill reject a ll low er vibrations aud respond 
only to those chosen by the developed Ego. But we have also to 
deal with the obstacles connected w ith our attitude to others, and 
here we have a different p rin cip le  to apply. W hat we are to aim at 
is first the desite for union, and secondly the realisation of unity. 
The first w ill sp rin g  from the careful cultivation of the emotions, 
and the transm uting of the energy of the separative em otions into 
that of the attractive ones. The second w ill come from a true 
understanding of the essential nature of man and o f the w orking o f 
the law o f evolution. F o r that w ill satisfy us that every other in d i
vidual is exactly what the law of h is own being requires him  to be. 
We are tempted to condemn ; yet the very thing we would condemn 
is the means, and the only possible means, whereby the God in him  
is becoming able to m anifest. W e th in k our brother is sunk in  sin ; 
but his sin  is  the one experience w hich at h is present stage is able 
to carry him  a step forward. W e must remember that in going for
ward, we may at tim es have to go downward. The path up a 
mountain does not lead upwards all the tim e ; as each o f the out
lying peaks is reached, it may descend into a valley, but it is only 
to lead up its other side to a higher peak beyond ; and so we are 
travelling forw ards ju st as m uch when we are descending into the 
valley as when we are risin g  on the other side. Ju st so is it in our 
evolution ; many and many a tim e do we have to go down, even into 
the very depths, but only to rise out of them again stronger and 
purer. I f  we realised this, we should never criticise , never blame, 
never find fa u lt; we should only be patient and love. In  the 
Theosophical Review for December 1 9 0 0  is an article by Dr. W ard 
which bears 011 this very point. H e says :— *“ Therefore we are 
justified, the w riter thinks, 111 follow ing our intu ition, and accepting
the principle that the One L ife  works for good in  a ll that liv e s...... In
its light we see that every creature, even the most obscene or ugly, is 
living rig h tly  in  its way, after the law  of its own nature, w hile it is  
evolving its several powers by strug gling  for life  as best it cau... The 
man-eating tiger has acquired an inconvenient taste, and has to be 
hunted down, but by this h is intelligence is stim ulated, and so the 
Life in him  evolves. T he m icrobes o f disease purge the hum an
stock, and b rin g  a nem esis 011 d irt and darkness.........W e can have
good-will even to these form s o f the One Life. I f  we look im per
sonally into the hearts of men, and listen there to the Song o f L ife, 
we shall hear a different melody in  each. Each is rig h t in  his place, 
each pursues h is idea of happiness, and in  pursuing  grows. One 
standing on a peak of progress aspires towards N irv a n a ; another 
struggling in  the m ire of anim ality longs for alcohol. Both are 
right according to th eir stage. The less evolved has a long aud 
Mfeary path to tread ; need we make it harder by the w eight of our 
displeasure ? H e w ill not listen to our adm onitions, or heed our



w arnings ......  W lien such a man does heed a w arning, it is  because
he has already suffered, aud when we speak h is inner se lf consents: 
we sim ply re-establish in  h is present brain the idea w hich hard 
experience had fashioned in a form er life. So it is w ell to warn,
but idle to lam ent or censure a lack of heed....... I f  we know  this
indulgence to be foul, it is because we have experienced the pain it 
brings. W ho then are we, to cast a stone at drunkards, or any 
other m iserable sinners ? W e see in  them the One Life w orking, 
and can have good-w ill, and banish from our speech such w ords as 
low, degraded, v ile, ever on the lip s of the self-righteous.”

Y et another step must we take to attain our end. It  is  not 
enough to develope the Ego, it is not enough to cultivate love and 
understanding towards a ll that lives, we must attain the realisation 
o f the unity of the Ego and the S elf before a ll the obstacles that bar 
our way can be surm ounted. O f the direct methods whereby this 
can be attained we need uot speak, for they belong to the later 
stages of the path and do not concern us yet. But there are prelim 
inary steps to be taken w hich belong to the earlier stages equally 
w ith the later. Prayer, m editation, devotion to the Lord, these w ill 
open the consciousness to receive the direct radiation of the self. 
F o r the love of the Lord is ever around us. H e ever watches over 
H is  true w orshippers aud guides them to him self. Not once alone 
did H e come upon earth to m anifest the Suprem e; “ W henever there 
is decay of Dharm a, O Bharata, and there is exaltation of Adharma, 
then I  m yself come fo rth ; for the protection of the good, for the 
destruction of evil-doers, for the sake of firm ly establishing Dharma 
I  am born from age to age” .* A nd even though in  manifested form 
H e may not appear, yet H e is ever present iu  the hearts of H is  wor
shippers. “ H e who seeth me everywhere, and seeth everything in 
Me, of him  w ill I  never lose hold, aud he shall never lose hold of 
Me. H e who, established in unity, worshippeth Me, abiding in all 
beings, that Y ogi liveth in Me, whatever his mode o fliv in g .f Strong 
in our trust in H is  love and help we can go forward, know ing that He 
w ill never desert us. Confidence iu  the power of the S e lf within, 
confidence in the love and help of the G uru-deva who w ill reveal 
H im self to us when we are ready to kliow  H im , confidence iu the 
never-failing grace of the Lord, this is  the power that w ill raise us 
above a ll weakness and lim itation, and b rin g  us into H is  presence, 
where we shall realise that it is H is  life  that is throughout the 
universe, and that is the S elf w ithin every form.

L iu a n  E d g e k .

* Bhagavad*GitA, IV, 7 , 8 . 
f  Bhagavad-GitA, VI. 3 0 , 3 1 .



INTO A LARGER ROOM.

( Concludedfrom p. 3 5 5 ).

A S I  tried to point out, earlier in  m y paper, man was not bom  
yesterday, to pass away to-m orrow. H e has a long, long past 

behind him , and an in fin ite  future before him . W e have slow ly, very 
slowly, evolved to where we stand now. M illio n s of years has it taken 
—for “ T h e m ills of God grind slow ly,” but an In fin ite  Patience, an 
Infinite Love, surrounds and overshadows us. A  Patience and a 
Love w hich would have a ll the children of men nothing short of 
perfection, nothing short of U nion w ith It s e lf; a Patience and a Love 
which enfolds the most backw ard of the race, because the youngest, 
as well as the most G odlike, the E ld e r Brothers o f our hum anity. 
Who can look at the savage races, some o f them w ith scarcely the 
semblance o f a soul, scarcely able to see the difference between good 
and ill, and compare them w ith the most m orally, intellectually, 
and sp iritu ally  advanced men we know, and not be aware o f the most 
amazing difference between them ? Yet, it is a difference not in kin d  
but in  degree ; it is a question of tim e and growth, and we can find 
the lin k s iu  different people u n itin g  the savage at one end o f the lin e  
with the m oral and intellectual giant at the other. But if  one life  
only was a ll that was perm itted to men, what chance would the 
savage have of ever attaining the heights of h is elder brother, and ir 
there was no evolution of souls as w ell as of bodies, then should we 
injustice say that the w orld is u n fairly  divided, and that there is 
something decidedly lack in g  in  the scheme of man’s growth.

But to leave the different races, and come to men and women 
around us. Is  it only by chance then, that some are born w ith every 
thing around them healthy and clean, and some are born in  m isery, 
poverty and filth  ? Is  it only by chance that some have natu rally 
healthy and strong physical bodies, w hile others have to contend 
with ill-h ealth  and deform ity a ll their lives ? Is  it only by chance 
that some are n atu rally lo vin g  and kin d  and gentle, w hile others are 
naturally cruel and selfish ? Is  it a ll a m atter o f mere chance, is it a ll 
even due on ly to heredity ? O ur relig io us friends w ould say, “ It  
is the w ill o f G od.” Yes, granted ; but the w ill of a Power outside us, 
arbitrarily im posed 011 us and affecting us so v ita lly  and so un fairly, 
“ banning one to utterm ost m isery, blessing another to loftiest pos
sibilities” makes us feel that, as has been said, “ Then a w a ilin g  
and helpless hum anity, in  the grip  of a fathom less In ju stice , can but 
shudder aud subm it, but m ust cease to speak of Justice  or of Love as 
being attributes o f the D eity it w orships.” * A nd if  it is only by 
chance, o n ly the result of the b lin d  forces of nature to w hich we are



bound to subm it, thrown into our lots helpless, then must we feel a 
helpless resentment against th is m onstrous injustice. But is it indeed 
so ? W e Theosophists say, ATo. It  is not chance. God is I 71 finite Jnsticc. 
Man is the m aker o f h is own D estiny, the weaver o f the web in  
w hich he finds him self, the b uild er of h is own prison house, o f h is 
own palace, w hichever he feels it to be. M an’s pilgrim age is  a lon g  
one as I  have .said before ; he has travelled already a long, lon g  
journey, and in  that journey he has set in  m otion many causes w hich 
he has not yet had tim e to w ork out— he has sown m uch seed w hich  
he has not yet reaped, and “ whatsoever a man soweth, that s h a ll he 
reap.” W e do uot come to our respective places by accident, neither 
did we come into th is w orld 3 0 , 5 0 , 6 0  years ago w ith b lank paper 
so u ls; “ M an’s life  the outcome of his form er liv iu g  is.” T h e  ch ild  
who is born w ith fine intellectual capacities, to whom everything 
seems to come easy, has had to w ork for it in  past lives. H e  is  npt 
an abnorm al creation, a special favourite of God ; he is now reaping 
the reward of patient ind ustry in the past, of opportunities seized 
and made the most of. The knowledge that seems to come so easy 
to him  now, does so because in  the past he has gone over the same 
ground repeatedly and he has made it so m uch h is own that he has 
b u ilt it into h is very self, and he b rings it back as in tu itio n al capa
cities. H is  healthy environm ent is his, not by special g ift, but 
because he has, by h is past acts, contracted a debt from nature w hich 
nature in variab ly pays ; the devoted friends by whom he is su r
rounded, and who are w illin g  to.lay down their live s for him  are his, 
because in the past he has forged between him self and them, strong 
lin k s  of unselfish love w hich cannot be broken.

T he ch ild  who is born w ith a “ crim inal b ra in ” w ith everything 
around him  unholy, and unlovely, to whom it is far easier to go w rong 
than right, is  in  such a state, because in  h is past he has p ersistently 
chosen darkness rather than lig h t, he has persistently yielded to evil 
thoughts and selfish acts, he has persistently chosen the e vil w ay, and 
so has b u ilt for him self this terrible prison h ou se; but h is case is  not 
hopeless, even though he dies in  his sins. H e may probably go 011 

treading the downward path for more than one life, but the tim e w ill 
come, must come, when he realises through and through, that the way 
of transgressor is hard, that sin is hateful and unlovely, and reso
lu te ly  turning  h is back 011 the darkness he w ill begin to grope for the 
lig h t, he w ill begin to resist e vil thoughts aud selfish actions, and his 
feet w ill slow ly and p ain fu lly  clim b the steep road he so easily ran 
dow n; for the most hardened sinner, the most repulsive of our fellow 
men, has hidden deep w ithin him , ly in g  latent, the bright jew el of the 
germ of the C h rist life, and th is is bound in  the long run to be trium 
phant.

I  should lik e  to give an extract here from M rs. Besant's M anual 
on “ Reincarnation ” — she says : “ Infan t precocity demands some 
explanation at the hands of science. W hy can a Mozart at four, show



knowledge in  w hich none has tra ined  him  ? N ot only  taste  for m elody 
but instinctive ab ility  to  produce se ttings for m elodies given him , 
settings th e  w hich break  none of the  com plicated laws o f harm ony th a t 
the musician has to learn  by patien t s tudy . H e was born  o f a m usical 
family. S urely  ; otherw ise it is hard  to see liow th e  delicate p h y s
ical apparatus necessary for the  m anifestation  o f h is tran scen d en t 
genius could have been p ro v id ed ; bu t if  h is fam ily gave h im  th e  
genius as well as th e  physical m achinery  for its m anifestation, one 
wonld like to know  w hy so m any shared in the  possession of th e  
physical m usical apparatus, w hile none save he show ed th e  pow er 
that w elled up in the  sym phonies, the  sonatas, th e  operas, th e  
masses, th a t flowed in jew elled  cascades from th a t exhaustless 
source. H ow  could effect so m igh ty  flow from cause so inade
quate, for am ong all th e  M ozart fam ily there  was on ly  one M ozart.
And m any an o th er case m igh t be quoted  in w hich th e  child ou tran  
its teachers, do ing  w ith  ease w hat they  had accom plished w ith  to il, 
and quick ly  doing  w hat they  could in now ise accom plish. 
Infant p recocity  is b u t a form of m anifestation of genius, and  
genius itse lf needs explanation . W hence com es it, ha rd er to  trace 
than the track  of b irds in the  air ? A Plato, a D ante, a B runo, a  
Shakespeare, a N ew ton ; w hence are they, these rad ian t ch ild ren  
of H um anity ? T hey  sp rin g  from m ediocre fam ilies w hose very  
obscurity is th e  definite p roof th a t they  possess b u t average ab ili
ties. A  ch ild  is born , loved, caressed, punished, educated, like  all 
the others ; sudden ly  th e  young eagle soars aloft to th e  sun from 
the house-sparrow ’s nest beneath  th e  eaves, and  th e  beat of h is 
wings shakes the  very air. Did such a th in g  happen  on th e  p hys
ical plane, we should  no t m urm ur, ‘ H ered ity , and a curious 
case of reversion ; ’ we should  seek th e  paren t eagle, no t trace  th e  
genealogy o f th e  sparrow . A nd so, w hen th e  s trong  E go stoops to  
the m ediocre family, we m ust seek in th a t E go  th e  cause of th e  
genius, no t look for it in th e  family genealogy.

“ W ill anyone ven tu re  to explain  by hered ity  th e  b irth  in to  th e  
world, o f a g reat m oral genius, a Lao-Tse, a B uddha, a Z arathustra , 
a Jesus ? Is  the  D ivine Root w hence sp ring  these  blossom s of 
humanity to  be dug for in the  physical ancestry , th e  sources o f th e ir  
gracious lives in the  sm all well o f com m onplace hum anity  ? 
Whence b ro u g h t they  th e ir  u n tau g h t w isdom, th e ir  sp iritual insigh t 
their know ledge of hum an sorrows and hum an  needs ? Meu have 
been so dazzled by th e ir  teach ing  th a t they  have dream ed it a 
revelation from a supernatu ra l Deity, w hile it is th e  ripened fru it 
of hundreds of hum an lives. T hose who reject th e  supernatu ral 
Deity m ust e ither accept R eincarnation  or accept the  inso lubility  
of the problem  of th e ir  orig in . I f  hered ity  can produce B uddhas 
and Christs, it m ight well give us m ore of them . A gain R eincar
nation exp lains to  us th e  ex traord inary  con trasts betw een people’s 
aspirations and  th e ir  capacities. “ W e find an eager m ind im pris- 
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onecl in a m ost inefficient body, and we know it is ham pered now 
by its slo th  in u tilis ing  capacities in a previous life. W e find 
an o th er y earn ing  after th e  very  loftiest a tta inm ents, s tru g g lin g  with 
pathetic  eagerness to grasp  th e  sub tlest conceptions, w hile it 
lam entab ly  fails to  assim ilate th e  m ost elem entary  and fundam ental 
ideas of th e  philosophy it w ould m aster, or to fulfil th e  hum ble 
requ irem en ts of a fairly unselfish and useful life. W e recognise 
th a t in th e  past, opportun ities have been wasted, possib ilities of 
grea t a tta inm en ts d isregarded or wilfullj* rejected, so th a t now  the 
K go’s upw ard path  is h indered  and  his s tren g th  is crippled, and 
th e  soul yearns w ith  p itiful and hopeless eagerness for know ledge, 
not denied it by  any outside power, bu t unatta inab le  because it 
cannot see it, though  it lies at its very feet.”

I  know  th e re  are num bers of objections w hich may be ra ised  to 
R eincarnation , such as—“ I f  we have been here  so often before, why 
don’t we rem em ber our past lives ?” and th e  old answ er m u st be 
given. T h e  physical b ra in  does not re incarnate , th a t belongs to  one 
life only, it was b o m  in tim e and ends in tim e, bu t th ro u g h  th is  b ra in  
th e  T ru e  M an w orks, incarnation  after incarnation  iThe persona lity  
Jo h n  Sm ith  does not re incarnate  ; the  ind iv iduality  in fo rm ing  Jo h n  
Sm ith , the  Im m ortal T h in k er, does. T h e  character w ith w hich Jo h n  
Sm ith  cam e in to  the  world to-day has been w rough t out by th is  in 
dw elling  Ego, w hich is the  T ru e  M an, in m any a past life, in  m any  
lands, u n d er m any civilisations, and when Jo h n  Sm ith  dies, as w e call 
it, th a t is, w hen the  T ru e  M an throw s off his outerm ost covering, th a t 
character endures and is th e  richer or th e  poorer, the  nobler o r  the  
baser, for its last tenancy  in th e  body o f Jo h n  S m ith . B ut if  th e  b ra in  
canno t rem em ber, th e  T ru e  Man does rem em ber, and his m em ory acts 
as in tu ition  and conscience. A h igh ly  developed man has n o t to 
leant th a t it is w rong to  tell lies, he  knows it w ithout te llin g  ; h e  has 
no t to  learn  th a t it is w rong to steal, he knows it w ithou t hav in g  to  go 
th ro u g h  th e  unp leasan t experience th is  tim e of be ing  pu t in p rison  
for theft ; he  has no t to learn th a t it is rig h t to be k ind, and lo v in g , 
and  unselfish ; h e  knows it, it is th e  fru it o f his past. B ut J o h n  
S m ith  can so tra in  h im self th a t he, in h is p resen t life, can reco v er 
m em ory o f his past lives, and  to do th is, he has to  un ite  h is  c o n 
sciousness w ith  his real Self, and  to  live in th e  consciousness th a t  h e  

is no t body, he is not only Jo h n  Sm ith , b u t he is th a t Im m o rta l 
T h in k e r w hich is tem porarily  inhab iting  the  body o f Jo h n  S m ith . 
H e m ust realise his tru e  Self, not as som eth ing  outside o f him , b u t 
as himself\ and  his personality  as the  ex ternal organs w ith  w hich  he 
w orks. T h e  w ork is slow and difficult, bu t it can be accom plished  ; 
by and  bye, flashes from th e  past will illum ine his low er consciousness, 
and  these will grow un til he realises fully h is heritage, and  hencefo rth  
h is life will be lived for E te rn ity  and not for fleeting T im e. H ave I 
proved my point, at all, th a t R eincarnation unlocks m any o f life’s r id 
dles ? A t any rate, the  conviction th a t /  have lived on th is  earth  m any,



many tim es, in  m any bodies u nder w idely differing conditions, lea rn 
ing many a lesson, sow ing and reaping, forging links o f love w hich 
are stronger th an  death  ; and th a t I shall inhab it m any m ore bodies, 
learning, incarnation  after incarnation , som eth ing  m ore o f th e  leng th  
and b readth  and  he ig h t and depth  o f th a t love w hich passes know 
ledge, com ing  back again and again  to  earth  un til a ll  its lessons have 
been learn t, clim bing  ever h ig h eran d  h ig h er up the steeps w hich lead 
to union w ith God, to perfect w isdom —th is  seem s to me a “ la rg er 
room’' th an  the  “ one life on ly” theory.

T h e re  is auo ther po in t I should  like to say a few w ords about, 
which show s the  g rea ter hopefulness given by liv ing  in th is  “ la rger 
room.” W e all of us know , some by painful experience, som e by  
seeing it in our friends, some by read ing  about it, of th e  te rrib le  
heart-break it is to a paren t w hen a dearly  loved child  goes fa r astray , 
“ goes w rong ,” as we s a y ; w hen advice and  w arn ing  and p lead ings 
are of no  avail, and th e  child  (who always rem ains a child  to  th e  
parent, w hatever h is age) p lunges in to  vice aud evil liv iug . H ow  
many and  m any a paren t has gone to h is grave sorrow ing over th e  
evil course his dear one has ta k e n —sorrow ing too over th e  fearful 
retribution w hich he fears will befall h is loved one w hen he 
too steps from tim e in to  E te rn ity  ; th in k in g  in h is b lindnes, 
that he, poor e rrin g  m ortal, loves h is child  w ith  a m ore en d u rin g  
love than  th e  A lm ighty  F a th e r of us all. No, m y friends, if  
such sorrow  falls to you or me, let us look a little  deeper, a  
little further. Y our child  was G od’s child  before he was yours, 
he is G od’s child  now, for the  Sp irit of God is in h im  as m uch 
as iu you ; th e  S p irit o f God is in him  teach in g  h im  a m uch 
needed lesson w hich if  he will not learn  by  gen tleness he  m ust 
learn by pain  and suffering. T h ere  is som eth ing  w hich is h in d erin g  
his evolution, th is  desire for self-gratification, and  he m ust learn  a t all 
costs to erad icate th is  desire, so th a t he can go 011 to  perfection. T h e re 
fore take com fort, w heu you have done all th a t you can for you r child , 
and he still pays 110 heed to your voice, do not be over m uch cast 
down ; he is en joy ing  “ th e  p leasures of sin for a season,’* bu t th e  
time will come w hen these pleasures will begin to clog and he will tu rn  
his face hom ew ards ; and slowly and  painfully  in the  fire o f his agony  
he will learn  h is lesson, th e  lesson he was no t w illing  to  learn  before. 
The way may be long, it m ay no t be accom plished in one life-tim e, 
but be o f good cheer, he w ill w in hom e at last, for an In fin ite  P a tience , 
an Infinite Com passion w atches over him , s tronger than  ever yours 
could b e ; and  th is  Infin ite  Com passion w'hich is in  your child  as well 
as around h im  will no t be satisfied un til y o u r  child  as well as every 
other son o f m an is perfect even as the  F a th e r in heaven is perfect.*  

Now I have only tim e to  take  tip one m ore po in t, though  there  
are many o thers w aiting  to  come to  th e  front. Som e o f you m ay be



th in k in g —“ In  th is  schem e of E volution  o f yours, w here does th e  
C hrist com e in, th e  Saviour of m en ? I t seem s as though  all was le f t 
to  th e  m an h im self.” Yes, and to a certain  ex ten t th is  is so, m an Juts 
to  w ork ou t h is own salvation, he has to  realize th a t he is th e  M ak er 
o fh is  own D estiny, and th a t no outside Saviour can e ither save h im  
from  his sins, or bear th e  pun ishm ent o fh is  w rong doing for him . H o w  
can he learn  h is lesson, if after do ing  w rong he sliuks away an d  le ts  
som e one else bear h is pun ishm ent, th e  pun ishm en t th a t w ould b e  
a sa lu tary  discip line for him  ! No, it is not an outside Sav iour w e  
need, we m ust bear our own burdens, and we cannot dodge th e  co n se
quences of w rong. B ut there  is a very real way in w hich Je su s  th e  
C hrist, th e  D ivine M au, is a Saviour of H um anity , and a T h e o s o p h ic  
w ould be th e  very  last to deny it, for th e  teach ing  of th e  possibility* 
o f a tta in in g  D ivine M anhood is a fundam ental elem ent of our philos*- 
ophy. B ut one difference betw een the  teach ings o f T heosophy  a n d  
th e  teach ings o f o rthodox C hristian ity  is, th a t we do not lim it th is  
a tta in in g  and  D iviue M anhood to one, to  Jesu s ; bu t affirm th a t o th e r  
g rea t T eachers have also a tta ined  to th e  level of th e  C h r is t ; a n d  
surely  th is  is no t derogatory  to onr M aster, who was “ m eek a n d  
lowly in h e a rt,” and. who said even to H is d isc ip les—“ Ye also a re  
Sons o f God.” I  do no t in tend  to go fully in to  th is  question now . 
i t  w ould tak e  far too long. B ut th is  I m ay say, th a t w hen  a  so u l 
a tta in s  to th e  he ig h ts  o f perfection of R enunciation  to which th e  
C hrist a tta ined , all hum an ity  rises w ith  H im , a little  nearer to  t ji*  
g o a l; all hu m an ity  feels afresh th e  th rill of p rophetic  h o p e ; th e  h o p e , 
nay  th e  certa in ty , “ th a t w here H e is, there  shall also H is se rv a n ts  
be .” A ud  also, th is  a tta in in g  of D ivine M anhood to w hich J e s u s  
C hrist a tta ined , m eans also the  a tta in in g  o f th a t D iviue aud  p e rfe c t 
C om passion w hich w ill not, and w hich cannot accept th e  b liss  o f 
liberation  to  w hich H e  has earned  a righ t, u n til a ll H is younger, 
b ro th ers  and  sisters shall s tand  w here H e  stands, and shall e n te r  
w ith  H im  into  unu tte rab le  bliss, in to  h ig h er and  even h ig h e r  
fields o f service. F o r th is  cause will H e rem ain w ith in  reach  o f  
those w ho seek help  aud  sp iritua l gu idance th ro u g h  H im , a u d  
H e  is t iu ly  aud  really ever near H is people, b lessing  us w ith  H is  
D ivine Presence, s tim u la tin g  us to fu rth er effort to  realise  fo r 
ourselves the  need of an  indw elling C hrist, th e  C hrist w ho m ust, 
be born  in  us, who is in us now, who has been iu  us all th e  tim e , 
th o u g h  m ayhap  we have no t know n it. B ut once we have re c o g 
n ised  it, le t us foster th a t H oly  Presence, let us s trive  to  u n ite  o u r  
low er consciousness w ith  It, so th a t in the fu ture , our w hole liv e s  
shall be m oulded by H im . A ud  th is  will no t be losing  o u r in d iv id u 
a lity , it  will be gai?iing  it, ou r E volu tion  will proceed m ore rap id ly , 
for th e  goal th a t is set before us now  is U nion w ith  G od. “ N ow  
are  we th e  sons of G od,” even as Jesu s th e  C hrist was Son o f G od— 
again  th e  difference is no t in  k in d  b u t in degree, vast as th e  difference 
is betw een us and  H im , Iu  us th e  C hrist p rinc ip le  (th e  sp iritu a l



part of o u r n a tu re ) is ly ing  alm ost dorm ant, alm ost h idden by the  
lower personality , w hich personality  is no t th e  real you and  me. In  
Jesus and  B uddha, and  o th er G reat Souls, th e  C hrist p rinc ip le  is 
trium phant, a ll-conquering , having tran sm u ted  th e  low er in to  th e  
higher, au d  b ro u g h t all th in g s in to  subjection. A nd so the  C hris
tian T heosoph ist m ay again rejoice iu th e  “ la rger room .” W e have 
mU by th u s  en la rg in g  ou r borders, lost our C hrist, b u t we see H im  in 
all around us. W e m ay still love, and follow and  serve Jesus as our 
Lord, an d  M aster, and F riend , aud  E ld e r B rother, see ing  in H im  
no tam iracle , b u t th e  inevitable resu lt o f lives of p a tien t and  earnest 
and rig id  discip line and  self-sacrifice ; seeing  in  H im  th e  prom ise 
and foretaste of w hat we also m ay become, and in  th e  becom ing shall 
raise the whole race one step  h igher, and  th u s  be really  Saviours 
and H elp ers  of m ankind .

T he p ilg rim age of the  Soul is a long, long one : from  the m ire of 
materiality to th e  bosom  of th e  F a ther. “ A nd does the  p a th  w ind 
uphill all th e  w ay ?” “ Yes, to th e  very  e n d .”

But, th e  end  crow ns a l l !
E u z a b k t h  W . Be i x .

- ANCIENT THEORIES AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD.
[Concludedfrom p  3 6 3 .]

WE  m ay therefore  take a step  fu rth e r backw ard in tim e, and a 
g lance a t an adjacent nation  or people from whom the  

Greeks borrow ed som e of th e  know ledge upon w hich th e ir  own m ore 
evanescent s tru c tu res  were raised. T he  m ost im portan t, in order 
of distance, were th e  people o f Chaldea, Babylonia, and A ssyria, 
about w hom  we are to ld  th a t its priesthood, who were th e  learned 
class and th e  conservators o f know ledge, regarded  it as an especially 
mysterious charge* and hence su rrounded  its acquisition  w ith m any 
difficulties. L ike m ost p riesthoods, they  had for the  m ultitude  an  
outward relig ion o r ex ternal rites, toge ther w ith  a pan theon  o f gods, 
while for them selves there  was a different view, or esoteric side to 
thfcir teach ings. * T h is  it is na tu ra lly  no t very  easy to trace, unless 
we resort to  those fu rther developm ents of our hum an  powers w hich 
are the object of occult tra in ing , and  th is  has to som e ex ten t been 
done; f  b u t  w hat little  we can percieve of it show s th a t it form ed 
a by no m eans inconsiderable p a rt o f th a t w hich was travestied  by 
the G reeks, and th a t th e ir  ideas as to  th e  creation, like those given 
hi Genesis, were largely  indebted to Babylonian sources.

T h e  Chaldeans do not seem  to  have looked for the  o rig in  of all 
things in any  such p rim itive elem ents as fire, air, or w ater, as th e  
Greeks d id  in th e ir  phase o f m aterialism , b u t ra th e r  looked beh ind

* Cf. “ Anacalypsis,” (Burns’s ed.) Vol. I. p. 4 58 .
; t  See Mr. Lead beater's articles on “ Ancient Chaldea,” in Tlieos, Fcvirw, 

Vol. XXV. No. 1 5 0 , p. 5 5 3  et. seq.



these th ings, and  sought som e orig inal source w hence even th e  Four 
E lem ents had them selves orig inally  sp rung , and w hich they  w ould 
seem to have sym bolised as L ig h t , and accom panied by C onscious
ness. For, if  we m ay believe C edrenus, th is  was th e ir  idea, since 
he says th a t “ the  C haldeans adored l i g h t ; th a t they  called  it 
in te llectual lig h t” , and th a t they  described it, or ra th e r  sym bolised  
it, by certa in  le tte rs  form ing a w o rd ,# w hich “ W ord” they reg ard ed  
as th e  first of all m anifested th ings, and so sacred th a t it w as never 
p ronounced—at least not in th e  hearin g  of the  people, f W e m ay, 
how ever, here perceive a connection w ith  the  Logos o f the A lex an d ri
an G reeks, and w ith  the  Sacred word of the  H indus.

W e m ay see ano ther version o f th is  in th e  Gospel acco rd ing  to 
St. Jo h n , w here he speaks of th a t woid, w hich was from the  b eg in 
ning, and of the  God w ho is L ight. J D oubtless these references are, 
in one a t least o f th e ir  aspects, to  th e  One W hite  L igh t w hich is the  
syn thesis o f th e  th ree  prim ary colours, the  expression of th e  A, U , M, 
and the  origin of th e  Seven Rays w hich express Cosmic d ifferen tia
tion, and  tog e th er m ake up th e  M anifest Logos. So, likew ise, the 
Magi of Persia, and th e  M anicheans, all describe th e ir  D eity  as be
ing  an eternal, in te lligen t, and  perfectly  pure L ight, th e  o rig in  of 
all th ings. T h e  M anicheans, who were a C hristian  Sect, said  th a t 
C hrist was th e  son of the  L igh t E te r n a l ; w hile th e  w ritings o f  the 
C hurch fathers all speak o f God as be ing  a sublim e L ight. §

T h e  philosophy w hich included th is concept ot D eity w as th u s 
by no m eans peculiar to th e  C h a ld ean s; and in  its general o u tlines 
it tau g h t not only th a t there  was th is  O riginal L igh t, bu t th a t m a tte r 
was e ternal, and th a t it was subject to endless changes and m odi
fications, tak in g  011 m anifold aspects. Over all these there  p resided  
th a t lim itless In te lligence  w hich, w hen the  w orld began to em erge 
gradually  from th is  chaos o f m atter, was th e  source w hence cam e 
th e  life and in telligence exh ib ited  bo th  by  m an and th e  w hole 
creation, m ore or less. D uring  th e  ex istence of the  world, ev e ry 
th in g  in it underw ent a perpetual c h a n g e ; for as its basis was 
eternal, 110 real destruction  of an y th in g  took place, b u t ouly tra n s 
m uta tions of substance u n d er th e  control o f intelligence. A t th e  
end of its appoin ted  period, the  w orld was destined  to be reduced 
once m ore to its prim eval chaos, and th e  agen t of its d issolution 
was exoterically  understood to be e ith er a flood o f w ater or a vast 
fire. Later, w hen the  trad itions o f local deluges and cataclysm s b e
cam e confounded w ith  the  cosm ogonic m yths, these events w ere 
spoken of as tak in g  place a lternate ly  in periods w hich were 
transla ted  in to  the notion of six  thousand  or twelve thousand  solar 
years. |[ N atu ra lly , w hen th e  earth  perished, so did the  whole of

* Cf. “ Anacalypsis”, ed. cit., p. 4 6 0 .
t  Vide Parkhurst, as cited in “ Anacalypsis", p. 4 6 1 .
X John, v. 1, e t seq.
§ See Dupuis, “  On the origin of AU Religions’', vol. 111., p .1 0 5 , 4 to ed. 
jj See my article on the “ G reat Y ear of the Ancients” in this Journal



mankind ; bu t as the  in te lligence of all was necessarily  of th e  sam e 
eternal na tu re  as th a t from w hich it orig inally  em anated, so it could 
not perish, bu t re tu rn ed  once m ore to  its  source. *

T his system , th u s  briefly ou tlined  and  reduced to  its  sim plest 
form, is scarcely to  be  found so described am ong any o f th e  relig ions 
or philosophies of th e  ancien t na tions bo rd erin g  upon the  M edi
terranean, and w hich com posed th e  ancien t s ta tes of w hich we have 
the most p len tifu l records ; bu t, concealed u n d er m any and various 
forms, it is com m on to  th em  a ll—as in fact it is to every o th e r 
nation and  peoples in  all tim es. T h e  researches o f philo logists, 
antiquarians, and archaeologists, to g e th er w ith  th e  teach ings of 
modern T heosophy, have b ro u g h t it g radually  to l i g h t ; and th o u g h  
they have as yet only  done so in an im perfect or partia l m anner, yet 
the overw helm ing m ass o f evidence th ey  have produced is am ply 
sufficient to  show th a t th e  sam e system  lay a t th e  root o f all th e  
religions and  m ythologies of classic tim es, and is th e  p rim ary  idea 
underlying all th e  stories o f th e  C reation, how ever diversified in 
detail, o r variously  concealed.

And since th e  w orld o f 2400 years back consisted  for th e  m ost 
part of na tions w hich w ere already  past th e  zen ith  of th e ir  pow er, and  
therefore declin ing, and as scarcely any o f them  presen ted  exam ples 
of their relig ious and philosophical system s even approxim ately  free 
from adm ix tu re  of ideas no t o rig inally  th e ir  own, so all we have of 
that tim e is vague and  confused, and it becom es a work o f enorm ous 
labour to  sift ou t and  separate all th e  com ponent parts  o f th e ir  
Cosmic theories and o th e r relig ious and quasi-scientific  data. But 
the task is no t e ither hopeless or im p o ssib le ; and it has been ren 
dered very m uch easier by w hat has come to lig h t reg ard in g  th e  
philosophy and the  religion o f a people w hich, like those o f E gypt, 
seems far to  transcend  in an tiq u ity  all th e  o thers. I t  is in In d ia  
that we find th e  typ ical system  of re lig ious ph ilosophy from w hich 
all the o thers seem to  have o rig inally  draw n th e ir p rim itive ideas, 
and w hich w ere afterw ards m odified to  su it local c ircum stances and  
racial p e c u lia ritie s ; or, like  our own C hristian  system s, becam e 
gradually so a ltered  and  blended  w ith  others, as to  p resen t com 
paratively little  of th e  orig inal p lan .

In th is  orig inal In d ian  system , as portrayed  for us by m odern 
Theosophy, we find a g randeu r o f conception and  a m agnificence of 
outline an d  general a rrangem en t w hich is b u t fain tly  and poorly 
reproduced in th e  o thers. W here th e  E uropean  cosm ogonies speak 
of a few tho u san d  years a t m ost, th e  H in d u s portion  out th e ir  lim it
less e te rn ity  in to  cycles w hich, each o f them , em brace m illions of 
years ; and  instead  o f d evo ting  th e  u tm ost stre tch  of the  im agination  
to the form ation an d  h isto ry  of our little  earth  and  its creatures, 
they deal w ith  m yriads of w orlds and  w ith  infin ite  space. T h e  m ost 
abstruse system s of th e  C haldeans and  o thers seem, as a lready

# C f.“ Anacaiypsis”, i, 3 8 5 .



noticed, to  have been related  to  th a t o f In d ia  ; bu t as presen ted  by 
th e  early  w riters w ho professed to have som e know ledge o f  them, 
th e ir  m ost recond ite  conceptions o f th e  U niverse were b u t a  secon
dary  phase o f th e  Ind ian , and th e  con ten ts o f th e ir  relig ious books 
reached not nearly  so far in to  th e  orig in  and  source of th in g s  as did 
th e  V edas, th e  Puranas, and th e  U panishads o f H in d ustan .

T o p resen t an y th in g  like a com plete review  of th e  Indian 
system  of cosm ogony in a paper like th is  w ould be an  im possibility, 
as w eighty  volum es w ould not suffice to deal w ith it exhaustively. 
B ut it is no t difficult to  give such a sketch  as m ay convey an 
idea of it.

O f th e  A bsolute, or th a t from w hich every th ing  is conceived 
orig inally  to have come, no account can be given ; since everything 
th a t m ig h t be postu lated  concern ing  it as an a ttribu te , w ould only 
perta in  to  som e low er em anation. I t  is consequently  to  th ese  that 
belong  th e  th ree  indestructib le  and  periodically-m anifested  prin
ciples of th e  visible Cosmos, know n as M ahat, Fohat and  Prakriti. 
In  E n g lish  we m ay call these  C onsciousness, o r abstrac t Mind, 
Force or E nergy , and M atter or Substance. * T h e  p rim ary  o r lead
ing  p rincip le  is abstrac t consciousness, considered as an en tity  by 
itself, and qu ite  apart from any o f th a t action o f C onsciousness which 
we look upon as th e  “ w ork ings o f th e  m ind  b u t in no  case is it 
to  be considered as ex is tin g  w ithout some aspect o f m a tte r and 
force ; a lthough  th is  “ m atte r” is of so ethereal a n a tu re  th a t it far 
transcends in th a t respect any ideas w hich E uropeans have been 
used to a ttach  to  their  concepts of it. N atu ra lly , then , force is to be 
looked a t as th e  in term ed ia te  betw een C onsciousness and m atte r; 
and as th e  m eans by w hich Consciousness m oulds th e  prim al sub
stance in to  form s.

T h e  H in d u s  then  p icture  to them selves th is  Consciousness as 
exh ib itin g  a lte rn a te  periods o f activ ity  and passivity, or o f w ork  and 
rest. I ts  period o f activ ity  they  consider to be the  tim e o f the 
existence of the  natu ra l w orld of objective form s—by w hich they 
understand  not only our particu la r world, bu t also every o ther. Aud 
by the  period o f rest, they suppose a tim e w hen th e  visible world is 
resolved back in to  its com ponents, and ceases to  ex ist upon the 
m anifest p lane. As w ater, and even the  m ost tenuous gas, is made 
up o f an infinity  of m inu te  atom s, so also the  sum -to tal o f Conscious
ness for any  given C osm ogonic schem e is m ade up o f an immense 
num ber o f lesser parts  ; and these, like th e  atom s in w ater, may 
m erge in to  th e  w hole w ithou t losing  th e ir  ind iv iduality .

As to  force, th e  H indus consider it to  be the  sum  o f all force 
in th e  same way as above described ; and th a t its various appear
ances are sim ply th e  resu lts o f various ra tes o f v ib ra tion , and 
carried  on in different d irections. D uring  the  period of rest, when 
Consciousness is relatively  inactive, force is represen ted  by very

* Yride ** Reincarnation,” by Jerome Anderson, M.D., Ch. I.



minute v ib ra tions in som e one d irection  th ro u g h  th e  im m ensity  o f 
space an d  m a t te r ; b u t as soon as consciousness becom es active, th e  
rate and d irec tion  of v ib ra tion  is changed  thereby , and  form less 
matter beg ins a t once to  undergo  correspond ing  changes, and  to  
separate in to  th e  nuclei o f suns and  worlds. W hen th a t takes 
place, th e  resu lt has been very  aptly  illu stra ted  in  th e  follow ing 
m an n er: “ Im ag ine  a large vessel or receptacle filled w ith  a so lution
of som e salt, to th e  sa tu ra tion  po in t w hen heated to  ioo degrees. A s 
long as th is  tem pera tu re  is m ain tained  th e  so lu tion  is perfectly  
transparent. No one w ould suspect any  solid m ateria l h idden  in 
its c rysta l clearness. B ut now  le t th e  rate  o f v ib ra tion  be changed 
in th e  fluid ; le t th e  tem pera tu re  fall to, sa}’, 60 degrees, and  out 
of th a t w hich w as before so clear, crystallises a solid m ass w hich 
renders th e  whole tran slu cen t solution opaque ; or it m ay so change 
its m olecular re la tions as to  becom e a solid .” * N o t only, then , will 
a change of v ib ration  cause th e  appearance o f so lid  form s out of th e  
invisible and form less, b u t we m ay note th a t a t one ra te  of v ib ration  
we have darkness ; b u t if  the v ibratory  force be g radually  increased 
we have lig h t and  colour. So, v ib ra to ry  force ac ting  th ro u g h  th c  
ether o f space in a certa in  ratio , will produce th e  colour green ; and 
if the  ra te  be increased up to  a certa in  point, we cease to  have green 
any longer, and  have b lue or v iolet in  its  place. I f  th e  v ib ra tions be 
made slow er instead  o f m ore rapid, we m ay obtain  yellow , orange, 
or red  as th e ir  resu lt. Conceive, then , th a t the  solution in the  vessel 
and its  suspended  salt, be taken  as rep resen ting  space and th e  e therea l 
m atter w hich  it c o n ta in s ; and th a t th e  w hole is k ep t in  an  e therea l 
state, an d  in darkness, by  th e  prevalence of a  certa iu  peculiar 
rate of v ib ration  ; th en  you will have an idea o f th e  s ta te  of th in g s  
which ex ists d u rin g  th e  M aM -P ralaya or N ig h t o f BrahmS, w hen 
all is a t rest. W hen th e  appointed m om ent arrives, th e  sleep ing  
consciousness begins to  aw aken, so to speak ; th a t is, in  th e  ex p eri
ment we have supposed, th e  hum an agency com es in and  causes an 
altered ra te  by chang ing  the  tem peratu re. A nd  th en  th e  sta te  o f 
things in th e  U niverse or Cosmos, like th a t in our im aginary  
vessel, beg ins to  c h a n g e ; and from th e  to tal absence o f every
thing—from the  seem ingly  dark  and em pty  void o f space—th ere  
begin to  em erge ligh t, and form, and  c o lo u r ; and  so th e  
hitherto apparen tly  inert consciousness, follow ing a sim ilar change, 
begins to  tak e  up its  separate  ac tiv ity  w ith in  those forms, 
as in every  atom  w hich com poses them . In  som e it m anifests 
itself only  as th a t pow er of cohesion by w hich th e  partic les o f a 
stone ho ld  together, in o thers it appears as cohesion and life, as in 
the p lan t, w hile in o thers it m anifests as in anim als, nnd yet 
h ig h e r; and  in a fu rth er aw akened stage, as all these  w ith  th e  
added in te lligence  o f m an.

B ut all th is  is no t to  be conceived o f as tak in g  place in a
* lb . Ch. iii., p. 48, od. 1894.



m om ent, o r th a t the  orig in  of a w orld, th u s  accounted for, is thc 
product o f an  hour, a day, or a year—or, indeed, o f a n y  po rtion  of 
tim e concievable by our lim ited  m entality . R a th er a re  we to 
suppose th e  lapse of unnum bered  m illions o f years since th a t far- 
d is tan t epoch w hen th e  C onsciousness in  ou r particu la r Cosmos 
began  to  aw aken, and  thereby  to  cause th a t m ovem ent in th e  illim i
tab le  ocean of prim ordial m a tte r w hich th e  w riter o f G enesis may 
be supposed to refer to  u n d er th e  words, “ T h e  sp irit o f G od moved 
upon th e  face o f th e  w aters ; and  G od said, 4 Let th ere  be lig h t,’ and 
th e re  w as lig h t.’*

T h e  process of w orld-form ation, like all g rea t Cosmic processes, 
is one of ex trem e s lo w n e ss ; its com m encem ent be ing  a ltogether 
im perceptib le, as viewed from the  standpo in t o f our senses. F o r  it 
m ay be taken  as a fixed p rincip le  in H in d u  philosophy, th a t some 
aspect o f th o u g h t is th e  prim al source of every outw ard an d  visible 
fo rm ; as it  is also ot very  m any o thers w hich, though  altogether 
subjective to  us at p resen t, are no t th e  less po ten t factors in  the 
life o f N atu re . T herefo re  th e  H in d u s hold  th a t th e  w orld o r the 
U niverse— for in bo th  th e  sam e ru le  follows—m ust ex ist a t f irs t only 
as th e  m erest idea in th e  Consciousness o f th e  Logos o r creative 
centre.

Som e fain t idea o f th is  process m ay be gained by ou tlin in g  
w hat takes p lace in th e  hum an m ind in regard  to  a n y th in g  w hich 
we propose to  do or to  create . A t first there  is only  a daw ning  
no tion  of do ing  th a t w hich is p ro p o sed ; we have no t p lan n ed  out 
w hat is to  be done, bu t have a sort of vague m ind-p ic tu re  on  the 
subject, and  one w hich will have to  undergo, before th e  ob jec t is 
com pleted, perhaps very m any m odifications and  alterations, as our 
consciousness m ore fully takes in th e  necessities o f th e  situa tion . 
W e th u s  carry  th e  ou tline  in our m inds for a tim e, and  by degrees 
it takes form an d  consistency, and we begin  to w ork o u t and 
a rrange th e  details to  som e ex ten t—ultim ate ly  com ing to p u t  the 
th in g  in execution , as we m ay say, upon th e  m aterial plane. But 
th e re  is th is  difference betw een ou r own m enta l and  m anual p ro cess
es and  those  engaged  in th e  Cosmic form ation, th a t in our case, one 
m ind  p lans and  carries ou t th e  w h o le ; as w hen an a rtis t first 
conceives th e  idea o f p a in tin g  a p icture, then  proceeds to  m ap out 
a  general sketch , and  afterw ards p u ts  in h is detail and  fin ishes his 
colouring, u ltim ate ly  tu rn in g  out th e  com plete w ork o f h is own b ra in  
and  hands. N ow  in th e  case of a w orld, th is  analogy, a lth o u g h  it 
m ay be generally  looked upon as ho ld ing  good th roughout, ye t is 
likew ise ap t to  give a som ew hat false id e a ; for if rigorously  ad 
hered  to , it w ould give us a m aterial w orld form ed by a D eity  w ho 
on ly  differed from m an in  being  a few sizes larger, and m ak in g  a 
hu g e  w orld  and  its con ten ts instead  of p a in tin g  a p ic tu re—a very 
false idea a ltogether, bu t one w hich, nevertheless, has long  been 
he ld  by  W estern  O rthodox relig ionists, T h e  Ind ian  view  o f th e



case is, however, d iffe re n t; for w hile it m ay postu late  an  idealistic  
theory analogous to  th a t p e rta in in g  to  th e  artis t, it conceives o f th e  
after processes as be ing  carried  ou t th ro u g h  an enorm ous period of 
time by m yriads of en tities, all ac ting  together, so far as any partic* 
ular Cosmic schem e is co n c e rn e d ; and  th e ir  collective consciousness 
derived from, and eventually  re tu rn in g  to, the  D eity itself. F o r th e  
sum-total of th a t vast C onsciousness being  supposed originally , 
during th e  tim e o f rest and  o f darkness—th e  g rea t P ralaya—to be as 
one united whole, m ade up, like our fluids and gases, o f separate 
but ind istinguishable atom s, w hen th e  active or w aking  period 
begins, is g radually  subdivided in to  m any. T hese  separated  p a rts , 
in their u ltim ate  d ifferentiation, form th e  conscious en tities o f o u r 
world ; and  they  carry  on its evolution in com m on w ith  w hat have 
been called th e  “ b lind  forces of N a tu re”—b u t w hich, in  reality , a re  
likewise th e  expression of O m niscient M ind, an d  tak e  d irec tions 
dictated by  w hat we m ay call th e  cumulative though t-fo rm s o f all 
the active function ing  of C onsciousness on earth .

T h u s th is  theory  furnishes us w ith a consisten t view of th e  
Universe as based upon Consciousness as th e  p rim ary  factor. I t  
shows us w orlds com ing in to  existence, a t first as th e  fain test 
of nebulous im ages, o r ra ther, as no im ages a t all capable o f  
being perceived by such senses as ours, and only o f a  so rt we 
might possib ly  see if  provided w ith the  h ighest phases o f th a t 
peculiar vision w hich we call psychic or clairvoyant. I f  we im agine 
a num ber of such ethereal form s gradually  g row ing  in to  denser 
masses or nuclei a t th e ir  centres, and  th e  w hole sp read ing  out over 
thousands of m illions of m iles, we should  then  have som eth ing  
which m igh t appear, to a far-off observer, no t un like  those cloudy 
and seem ingly vapourous m asses w hich we now see in th e  heavens ; 
and which, u n d er such  nam es as th e  M agellan C louds and  th e  G rea t 
Nebula in  O rion, have so long been objects o f th e  m ost in tense  
interest to  our astronom ers and physicists.

T hen , as th e  stream  of tim e flows 011, we have th ese  m asses 
gradually condensing m ore and  m ore, and  th u s form ing system s of 
worlds, w hich  in tu rn  becom e th e  th ea tre  for th e  func tion ing  o f 
life-germs and  th e ir  innum erab le  corresponding  forms, all o f w hich  
go through analogous processes of evolution. F o r th e  T heosophical 
view of these  th in g s  is, th a t all th e  d ifferentiated u n its  o f C onscious
ness first beg in  th e ir  life career under th a t aspect w hich we call th e  
mineral k in g d o m ; then  as th e  vegetable, and  so on up to  th e  h ighest 
the forms as g radually  evolving in to  m ore com plex v a r ie tie s ; and] 
like the  w orlds th ey  inhab it, a t first e thereal an d  vapouiy , bu t 
afterwards becom ing  m ore solid.

A t last, a fte r m illions o f years uncounted , th e  w orld reaches 
its most dense form, w here all th e  crea tu res upon  i t  have reached 
their m ost perfect ex te rna l a sp e c ts ; and  then , after seem ing, like  th e  
Sun a t th e  solstices, to  s tan d  still for a tim e, th e  w hole beg ins to  go



th ro u g h  a reverse process, its m atte r becom ing m ore and m ore ethe
real. A nd as th e  form er part of the process is called, for th e  whole 
C o sm o s , the  “ D escent in to  M atter,” or th e  O u tb rea th ing  o f  the 
G reat B reath ; so the  la tte r, or th e  etherea lising  process, is called the 
“ A scent tow ards S p irit,” or the  In b rea th ing . W hen th is  is com 
pleted, the whole system  of w orlds has gradually  been resolved back 
again iuto th a t ocean of cosm ic m atte r from w hich it o r ig in a te d ; 
and all its separate un its  o f consciousness becom e re-absorbed  into 
T h a t w hence they  came.

Such, then , is a rough  and bare  ou tline of H in d u  and T heo so p h 
ical views upon the  subject o f Cosm ogenesis ; b u t these  ex te n d  into 
th e  m ost elaborate details, and account for all th e  varied  phenom ena 
o f life and N atu re . So large is th e  subject, and  so abstruse in  its 
m iuutise, th a t th e  s tudy  o f a sm all p a rt o f it is sufficient for a  life
tim e.

A s th u s  briefly delineated, it w ill be seen th a t the  system  
described appears to be th e  basis upon w hich w ere founded  the 
o thers w hich, so far as we can ju d g e , w ere in  vogue am ong  the 
M editerranean nations som e two to th ree  thousand  years ago. Iu 
them  we see th e  sam e views as to  th e  em anation  o f all th in g s  from 
th e  One ; and som etim es, also, th a t they  will all u ltim ate ly  be reso l
ved back in to  th a t from w hich they  came. W ith  th is  th e re  is  also 
found th e  idea th a t such changes are periodic ; b u t in p lace o f  the 
m illions of ages of th e  In d ian  schem e, these  cycles are reduced  to 
a paltry  few th ousand  years. T h e  no tions o f A nax im enes a n d  of 
D iogenes th a t all cam e from  a ir o r w ater, is only a m isu n d erstan d in g  
of th e  H in d u  prim al m atter, often alluded to  as th e  “ W ate rs  of 
Space,” w hich term , as we have seen, is even referred to  in th e  B ib le ; ' 
and  w hat took  place iu regard  to  it is followed by th e  appearance  of 
lig h t, w hich la tte r, as th e  first of all v isible th in g s on th e  p la n e  of 
m anifestation , becam e th e  D eity  or its sym bol, am ong the  C haldeans 
and  m any o ther ancien t nations. N ot infrequently-—and in  fact, 
un iversally  according to  som e scholars—th e  Sun was adopted as th e  
objective sym bol o f th is  ligh t, and  th e  ignoran t accord ingly  m ade 
of the  Sun th e ir  G od—gradually  a rran g in g  th e ir  religious system s iu 
accordance th erew ith—and so all th e ir  festivals, w hen closely exam 
ined, po in t to  th e  Sun  as the  D eity  whom  th ey  w orshipped.

B ut in  reality  th is  was only th e  ex te rna l aspect o f  th e  re lig ions 
of th e  E gyp tians, C haldeans, Persians, M exicans, and  o th e r an c ien t 
n a tio n s ; for th ough  th e  low er o rd er o f th e ir  p riesthoods m ay  n o t 
have know n any  be tte r, and  th e  people (as th ey  m ostly  d o  in  
E n g lan d  to-day) w ere con ten t to  accept these  outw ard phases, a n d  
w ith  them  to  accept also th e  corresponding  absu rd  theories o r  
dogm as as to  th e  orig in  o f th e  w orld and  th e  n a tu re  o f D eity , y e t 
th e re  w ould always seem  to  have been som e few w ho h ad  pierced  
these  ex te rn a l veils. For, as th e re  is so s tro n g  a  resem blance b e 
tw een all th ese  re lig ious an d  cosm ogonic theories, w hen seen



stripped of m ere national and  geographical variations, and th ey  all 
show traces o f derivation  from the  H in d u  system  or its o rig inal, so 
their h ighest in itia tes m ust all of them  have been acquain ted  
therewith ; and therefore the  foundation of all religious system s, as 
of all stories and m yths about the  C reation, was orig inally  the  same.

To reach  th is, analysis has to  be carried  back th ro u g h  successive 
stages ; an d  it has been show n th a t th e  fu rther we go back in tim e, 
the more does th e  system  becom e perfect and  hom ogeneous ; so th a t 
the H in d u  excels th e  G reek and  E g y p t a i n  on account o f its g rea ter 
antiquity—as if  we thereby  got nearer to th e  prim al source, and so 
gradually got rid  of th e  erroueous and fantastic additions w hich had 
accumulated, in th e  course of ages, a round the  orig inal schem e. 
Such w ould, so far as th e  teachings o f occultism  go, appear to  be 
the fact; for th e  w idespread n a tu re  o f th e  know ledge—reach ing  from 
America on th e  one side, to  In d ia  on th e  o th e r—seem s to po in t to a m ore 
central coun try  than  e ith er o f these, as th e  one w hence it first came. 
And in po in t of fact, we are to ld  of a civilisation m ore ancien t th an  
any we can at p resen t reco g n ise ; and  are referred  for th e  origin of 
all these m ythological narra tives to  a nation  long  lost—to a coun try  
sunk ages since beneath  th e  w aves—in  short, to  th a t lost A tlan tis  
which, to  our W estern  scholars, has seem ed only  as the  unsubstan tia l 
fabric o f a  vision. From  it flowed th e  In d ian , th e  E gyp ta in , and  the  
American civ ilisations o f th e  p a s t ; and  all these  stream s, w ith  th e ir  
myths, relig ions, arts, and  sciences, find th e ir  fountain-head  in the  
vanished con tinen t of w hich the  E gy ta in  p riests  spoke to Solon, and 
of the disappearance o f w hose last rem nan t P lato  speaks.

A nd our m odern science, in  its m ore o r less contradictor}’ notions 
as to th e  o rig in  o f th e  W orld, is, like  th e  very  basis o f th e  theory  o f 
emanations, show ing a tendency  afte r its long  excursions in to  o th er 
regions, to  approxim ate  m ore and m ore to  th is  o ld original. I t  is 
not m uch m ore th an  a cen tu ry  since o u r philosophers, bound in 
the shackles o f a cast-iron theology, could be b rough t to  recognise 
uo longer ex istence for th e  earth  th an  some seven thousand  years ; * 
but now th ey  have ex tended  it to  m any hundreds o f thousands, uot to 
say as m any m illions ; for th o u g h  th ey  are  by  no m eans agreed about 
its age, and  one here  and  th e re  show s a  ten d en cy  to  revert to  the  
old errors, y e t th e  m ajority  are  convinced by th e  revelations o f 
Geology an d  A stronom y, th a t it m ust be an  inconceivable tim e 
since o u r ea rth  began  to  form. So, also, th ey  recognise an  approach 
to the O rien tal theo ry  o f em anations in  regard  to  its  form ation ; for 
they are o f op in ion  th a t o u r w orld, and  indeed  all th e  p lanets, w ere 
in the first in stan ce  a p a rt of th e  body of th e  S u n —and th a t th e  w hole 
was o rig inally  a nebulous an d  cloudy m ass, w hich had  condensed 
gradually from  th e  tran sp a ren t e th e r  o f in fin ite  space. T h ey  even 
go so far as to  theorise  abou t th e  u ltim a te  ex tinc tion  o f suns and

* Sir W . Jones, in his “ (Edipus Judaicus”, and “ On the Zodiacs”, cited in 
Higgins's “Celtic drutds”, ch. IV., sec. XXV., pp. 147.8.



w orlds, and  th e ir  consequent resolution once m ore iu to  th a t from 
w hich they  cam e—so th a t th e  cycle o f ideas seem s alm ost com pleted, 
and  th e  theory  sta rted  m illions o f years ago in th e  lost w orld 
beneath  th e  A tlan tic  Ocean is once m ore com ing in to  fashion, 
and  again we are dem on stra tin g  the  tru th  of tlie old adage, th a t 
“ T here  is no new  th in g  u n d er th e  Sun !” T here  is a t p resen t, how 
ever, one g rea t po in t of d ivergence betw een th e  m odern and anc ien t 
views, one already poin ted  out, viz., th a t th e  ancien ts looked upon 
Consciousness as the  lead ing  elem ent in na tu re , and therefore in d e 
structib le  ; w hereas m odern science m ostly  deem s it bu t a p ro d u c t of 
m atter, and  th a t th e  p arts  of it w hich function in them  cease w ith  every  
organism  th a t dies. Such  a theo ry  seem s m ore difficult o f accep tance  
than  th a t o f form er tim es ; and  leaves so m any gaps to  be filled , we 
know  not how, th a t it is g radually  losing  ground  w ith  th e  m ajo rity  
of th in k ers , for all schem es o f life an d  n a tu re  w ould ap p ear to  be 
against it. T h e  p roof th a t th e  an c ien t hypo thesis is th e  tru e  one 
will come by d e g re e s ; i t  is developing now, in  each new  d iscovery  
oi th e  b io logist and  th e  p sy ch o lo g is t; an d  eventually  it m ust recover 
its  ground, and  th e  con tinu ity  of life and  consciousness be reco g n is
ed as the  only  tru e  basis of a ll philosophy. I t  is, how ever, on ly  
am ong th e  ris in g  school of experim enta l ph ilosophers, such  as P ro f. 
O liver Lodge, th a t we m ust look for th is  change to com e a b o u t ; for 
those o f th e  m ore conservative class can scarcely, to  ju d g e  by 
h istoric  instances, be expected  to  change th e ir  cherished  view s. 
Conversions of th a t so rt are  n o t co m m o n ; for opinions, like  m en  
an d  worlds, follow a process o f g radual evolution, and  ideas w h ich  
are  new  to th e  age, com m only have to  do b a ttle  w ith a  foolish p rid e  
w hich is en tren ch ed  beh ind  barriers  o f p rejud ice ; and  will n e v e r 
go back from  au  opin ion  once publicly  avowed. A ll th e se  
obstructions give way, like th e  rocks, on ly  to th e  han d  o f t im e  a n d  
th e  force o f those m ighty  cyclic cu rren ts  of pub lic  th o u g h t w h ich  
have sw ept away so m any  sham s, an d  will y e t sweep away so m an y  
m ore. A nd  w hen the  las t b a rrie r is su rm oun ted—w hen th e  u n 
broken  con tinu ity  o f the  hum an  Ego, in d ep en d en t of its  tem p o ra ry  
bodies, has been adm itted  aud  accepted, as it  su re ly  will b e—th e n  
will th e  public  th o u g h t recognise th e  tru e  hypothesis as to  th e  
O rig in  o f th e  W orld .

S a m u e l  S t u a r t .



[“ When shall I have solid peace, peace secure and undisturbed, 
peace within and peace without, peace every way assured ? ”•]

THEY say, in  Shiraz th e re  was a physician  to  whom one m orn ing  
there cam e a decrep it old m an com plain ing  b itte rly  o f pain  and  

disease all over th e  body.
P atien t.—“ M y tongue  stam m ers and  refuses to  give expression 

to what I  do th in k / ’
Physician.—“ My friend, th is  is on accoun t o f old age.”
P atien t.—“ I  pass m y n ig h ts  very  uncom fortably  and  am  subject 

to hideous d ream s.”
Physician.— “ T h is too is on accoun t o f old age.”
P a tie n t.—“ My sense of hearin g  is im paired  and  m y eyes have 

grown very  d im .”
P hysic ian .—“ Old age is responsib le  for bo th  these  infirm ities 

of yours, m y good m an .”
P a tie n t .—“ I  often get out of tem per and  quarrel w ith  m y wife 

and ch ild ren  at hom e.”
Physician.— “ T h is  is a sure sign o f old age h av ing  you in its  

clutches.”
P a tie n t.— “ I  canno t shake  off m y m elancholy, au d  vague an x ie 

ties w eigh heavily  on m y head .”
P hysic ian .— “ O f a tru th , old age an d  an x ie ty  are  inseparab le .” 
T h e  p a tien t could no t stand  th e  docto r’s replies any  fu rther. 

He was beside h im self w ith  anger, at*receiving th e  sam e answ er to  
enquiries abou t h is ailm ents, and  rushed  forw ard w ith  up lifted  
stick to  beat h im . T h e  votary  of G alen, n o th in g  daun ted , once 
more coolly said : “ T his, too, m y dear good m an, is due to  y o u r old 
age.”

E x ac tly  in  th e  sam e way a m an who has stepped  ou t o f the  
com m on p a th  o f evolution, trodden  by m yriads w ithou t a  definite 
aim o f life before them , an d  w ithou t th e  m eans o f sh ap in g  th e ir  own 
destiny  by th e  force of th e ir  w ill-pow er, w ill te ll th e  neophyte  th a t 
the difficulties experienced  in  th e  strugg les after th e  H ig h e r Life, 
in th e  o ft-recu rring  despondencies w hich create  desolation  in the  
heart, bereft o f one sing le  ray  o f hope to  shed its dim  lig h t in  th e  
gloom  o f th e  w earied and  w orried soul, are m ainly  a ttrib u tab le  to  
th e  love of the  low er personality  ; to  th a t M edusa o f se lf w hich 
freezes th e  A 'tm ic n ec ta r flowing deep w ith in  us for ou r e ternal bliss. 
W hen an a ttem p t is m ade to  regu la te  tbe  m ind, w hen a desire is 
fe lt to  be left alone and  a t peace w ith  th e  in n e r Self, w hen an earn est 
endeavour is m ade to  suppress a ris ing  bu rst o f anger, w hen a



fervent p rayer is being  sen t fo rth  from th e  deepest d ep th s  o f th e  
h ea rt for th e  weal o f th e  hum an  race, w hen som e im pulse for do in g  
good to  an  unknow n being  ru les th e  m ind, w hen in  th e  rarest an d  
fewest m om ents of life an inm ost gush  of long ing  w ells up  in th e  
h eart to  be a t one w ith  o u r D ivinity, th ere  rises up  the  ub iqu ito u s 
low er se lf to  h u rl us back  from o u r lofty m otives. I t  is hard , v e ry  
hard  indeed, to give to those who have no t tasted  th e  pangs one has 
to  experience in p a rtin g  w ith th e  g lam our of personality , th e  o n ly  
rea lity  th a t ex ists for the  m ass of m ank ind , th e  m irage of illu sion  in 
th e  track less desert o f vain  hopes and  unfulfilled desires, w here th e  
p ilg rim age of life is invariab ly  a ttended  w ith sorrow  and  care, a n d  
w here death  is courted  b u t is loathed  w hen it doth  appear, any  idea 
of th e  tea rin g  away o f th e  old ties w hich have h ith erto  g laddened  
and buoyed us up. A habit, deep-seated , th a t has en te red  in to  th e  
vitals o f life, w ould cost m ore angu ish  to d ispel from its old abode, 
p ast resuscitation , th an  Would tea rin g  out th e  eye from  its  socket, 
and  w ould call for ou r best energies and  require  a  will w ound 
up  to  th e  h ighest p itch  for th a t purpose. T h e  fight w ith  th e  low er j 
na tu re , a t one stage, seem s e ternal an d  endless. I t  is a well- 
know n fact th a t th e  hum an  will is a tow er o f stren g th . In  th e  dark  ! 
lab y rin th  o f th e  chela’s life th e  only  staff w hich will enable h im  to  I 
th read  th ro u g h  in trica te  by-ways, now stum bling , now foundering , the 
feet heavy w ith  weeds and  th o rn s  th a t s tick  to  h im  from an  u n level
led past, is h is will, G od’s own gift to m an. B ut th e  g row th  and 
developm ent of th e  will has an  ind isso luble  tie  w ith  karm ic an tece
dents. T h e  soul of each hails from an  im m em orial p a s t ; it is  big 
w ith  an  eventfu l tale, the  sm o th erin g  em bers w aiting to  be throw n 
in to  blaze. T h e  A djusters of Life know  no m ercy an d  show  no 
favour; s tric t u n d ev ia ting  ju stice  is the  o rder o f th e  day  w ith  them . ' 
A  perfect b lank  in  th e  karm ic ledger is a w ork o f ages. T h e  s tren g th  ! 
of th e  will depends m ore o r less upon  the  s tren g th  o f a good h e r it
age o f karm a, b u t if  th e  past is irrem ediable, th e  fu tu re  has to be 
secured against a recurrence o f unfavourable circum stances, and it 
w ould certa in ly  be in  the in te rest o f m an’s sp iritua l advancem ent to  
m ake provisions w hich w ould b e tte r serve th a t purpose. W eak o r 
s trong , in  circum stances adverse or favourable, no m a tte r  how 
situated  an d  w here located, in  every position  and  in any  condition 
of life, a  decided step  taken  for the  im provem ent of th e  low er self is 
a passport of v ictory  in  th is  battlefield  o f MSyS, w hether th e  victory 
is tim ed to  com e in th e  p resen t life o r a t som e period o f e ternity  
w hich loom s in o u r front. T im e is of no question, space is im m a
terial, personality  is m eaningless in th e  task  of evolution  where 
lim ita tions have to be abandoned  and th e  K ingdom  of H eaven is to  
be gained by th e  sheer force o f m oral an d  sain tly  achievem ents. 
W hat m ortal pen and  w hat hum an words can describe th e  infinite 
p o ten tia lities  o f life th a t aw ait h im  who has learned  th e  secret o f  
conquering  th e  flesh. E volution  is m eant for victory  over the



pow ers o f D arkness w ith w hich outw ard n a tu re  sw arm s ; it is th e  
iden tifica tion  o f a u  E go  w ith all an d  every th ing  th a t p e rta in s  to th e  
L ig h t or E ffulgence o f God. I f  victory  were n o t certain  w here w ill 
w as exercised in  th e  r ig h t direction , th ere  w ould have been h a rd ly  
a n y  use for th e  self-im posed task  of the  Logos in  suffering m anvan
ta r ic  p riv a tio n s in  ch u rn in g  o u t one sing le ind iv idualised  M anas to  
be  lik e  H im self, ou t of th e  seem ingly  endless s trugg les betw een sp irit 
a n d  m a tte r. T h e  m ind  has to  achieve victory  over m atter, and  sp irit 
h a s  to  rise above m ind  aud  m atter. M ind and  m a tte r  once b ro u g h t 
u n d e r  subjugation , th e  p rogress o f S p irit is assured  and  ceaseless. 
I t s  capacities w iden and  expand, its  sphere  becom es oue w ith  th e  
A ll, a n d  th e  spark  of th e  F lam e becom es F lam e of th e  Flam e.

T h e  object o f each personality  worn by th e  Ego is to revive self- 
consciousness, and  th is  can best be done by w hole-hearted  devo ted
n e ss  to  th e  ta sk  of grow ing th e  B ija  o f S a t ,  (the  seed o f e te rna l 
ex is ten ce ) w ith in  us. T h e  w hole process of m an’s D iv in ity  is a  
q u es tio n  o f grow th, a grow th ak in  to th a t of a  tree  b u t on a g ran d er 
a n d  nob ler scale, ex ten d in g  over unnum bered  periods of tim e. S ince 
th e  T heosophical Society is a body w hose first an d  forem ost object 
is  u n iv e rsa l b ro therhood, a b ro therhood w hich consists in com m u
n i ty  o f th o u g h ts  and  asp irations calcu lated  to lift up  h um an ity  in  
th e  scale o f E vo lu tion , aud  as each m em ber is supposed to  nou rish  it  
b y  c ircu la tin g  th o u g h ts  w hich are best m eant to fu rth e r th is  object, 
a n  a ttem p t is here  m ade to p u t together, for w hat th ey  are w orth, a 
few  helpfu l h in ts  found o f som e u tility  and  service for th e  su p p res
s io n  o f th e  low er self. E ach  hum an body is, as th e  N azarene Sage 
sa id , a  veritab le  tem ple of God ; le t us consecrate it from now, th a t 
a t  som e fu tu re  date  th e  “ A ncien t o f D ays” m ay m ake th ere in  H is  
h o ly  abode,

H E L P  I .
N atu re , th e  visible garm en t o f th e  invisible God, is governed  

b y  Law  w hich th e  Ineffable has th o u g h t ou t in  u n e rrin g  w isdom  for 
th e  gu idance  o f a ll h e r k ingdom s d u rin g  a period o f cosm ic activ ity . 
T h e  one Law as i t  descended from th e  h ig h e r p lanes to th e  low er 
w as varied  to  adap t i t  to  its  new su rround ings, and  w hat was one 
L aw  in  th e  M aha-paran irvauic  p lane becam e m ultip lied  in  reach ing  
o u r  densest physical plane. B ut iu  th e  aspects w hich th e  Law 
w ears on  th e  p lanes of increasing  densities th ere  are in h eren t th e  
ch a rac teris tic s  o f th e  source from w hich they have em anated , nam e
ly , invariab ility  and  constancy ; thus down here  below, we have th e  
rep resen ta tiv es  of th e  one Law in  the  ro tation  o f th e  seasons, th e  
rh y th m ic  functions of large bodies o f w ater, th e  cyclic progressions 
o f  heavenly  bodies, th e  in stinc tive  operations in th e  anim al world, 
th e  alm ost autom atic  energy  displayed in the  v egetab le  kingdom , in 
h e a t, ligh t, m agnetism  and  o ther finer forces o f N atu re  bearing  th e  
h a ll m ark  of th e  O ne D ivine M ind. F rom  th e  O ne M ind started  th e  
O ne  Law, and  as th e  la tte r w ent forth  bu ild in g  th e  universe, it dealt
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out its  law of uncliangeableness to its m anifold variations, w hich  is 
so essen tia lly  necessary for th e  sustenance o f Life on all th e  seven 
p lanes o f cosmos. T h e  O ne M ind, in fact, transform ed itse lf  in to  
th e  O ne Law, and  all m anifesta tions from  th e  h ighest to th e  low est 
are  upheld  w ith  a precision an d  exactitude  very  rarely  m et w ith  in 
h um an  concerns. T h e  pervasion of th e  Law of«God in th e  p h en o m 
ena of th e  w orld, gives positive assurance o f its  perfect freedom  
from  irreg u la rity  and shortcom ings. T h e  Cosm ic Law  g en era ted  
by  th e  Cosmic M ind w orks for all, w orks for all form s th a t  are  
be in g  constan tly  com bined and  perm uted  for th e  u p ris in g  o f  th e  
Life w ith w hich they  all are quick. T u rn in g  to  m an, the  h ig h e s t 
p roduct o f N atu re , h ighest because bearing  w ith in  h im self th e  d ire c t 
em anation  o f the  Cosmic M ind, we see th a t h is m anasic gift is  no t 
allowed to reproduce its o rig inal by his no t be ing  a law un to  h im self. 
M an’s m ind and h is H ig h er Self are th e  replica of th e  O ne M ind  
and  th e  O ne Law w hich are th e  reflections of th e  A L L  in  th e  u n i
verse. “ T h e  inw ard  m an is m uch w eighed down in  th is  w orld  by 
th e  needs of the  flesh.” In ten se  as is th e  a ttrac tion , in  th is  p a r t ic 
u la r cycle of tim e, of m atte r over m ind, on accoun t o f th e  im perfec t 
cognition o f th e  tru e  value and  u tility  of the  la tte r  in  th e  se a rc h  of 
th e  invisible, m an has no t yet succeeded in  m ak ing  a d ifference b e 
tw een h is  m ind-born  w orld, responsive to  h is  own lim ited  v is ions, 
an d  th e  w orld supported  and  susta ined  by th e  O ne M ind an d  th e  
O ne Law. W hen in  im itation  of the  O ne Law m an lives for a ll a n d  
w hen he sees and  realises in o thers h is own self, w ithout th e  conflic t 
o f personal in terests , in him  daw ns th e  consciousness o f th e  u n ify 
in g  energy  of th a t Law w hich we com m only know  as Love. “  H e  
doeth  m uch th a t loveth  m uch. ” As far as hum an language goes, no  
expression  has h ith e rto  been found to describe the m ystery  o f P eace  
aud  U nion w hich is a t th e  bottom  of th a t D ivine W ord. I t  is th e  
e th ical plenum  in w hich  hum an  em otions and  tho u g h ts  fuse im p e r
cep tib ly  in to  one ano ther, and assum e th e  stupendous p ro p o rtio n s  
o f w hat is know n in  occult parlance as A bsolute Space. Love is th e  
one S crip tu re  w hich is sacred to th e  whole of H u m a n ity ; m an b a p 
tised  w ith  th e  holy  w ater of Love forgets to live for him self. H e  
w ho has learned  to live in Love, w hich m eans in  o th er words, l iv in g  
in  and fo t  th e  O ne Law, lives n e ither in th e  p resen t n o r in  th e  
fu tu re , b u t in th e  eternal. F o r h im  th e  g ian t weed of p e rso n a lity  
does no t exist, for it has been w iped out by the  very  a tm osphere o f  
E te rn a l Love. B ut h igher even th an  th e  Law  and  Love is th e  D i
v ine  Life. Law and  Love ex ist b u t for Life. T o  know  th e  P a th  is  
to  becom e th e  P ath  : to  know  Law and Love is to  becom e L ife. 
H ere  sorrow  ceaseth and p a rtin g  is a word unknow n. L et us be a  
triu m v ira te  of Law, Love and Life.

H E L P  I I .
O ne su re  and  certa in  m ethod of m ak ing  progress on th e  P ath  is



the strict avoidance of passing  ju d g m en t 011 others. Man fails iu  
divine purpose w hen he is m ore anx ious to see faults in o thers th an  
iu himself. I f  a m au had  th e  know ledge th a t w hat he was do ing  
was an evil, he w ould surely, w ith rare exceptions, w ithhold  h im 
self from it. M ost m en act from, th e ir  own s tan d p o in t of righ t, 
under th e  im pulse o f th e ir  own estim ate  of w hat is beneficial to  
themselves a t th e ir  own stage of E volution . T h e  p resen t low sp ir itu 
ality of m an k in d  is g reatly  a ttrib u tab le  to sca th in g  rem arks, w autou 
raillery, tre n c h a n t critic ism  an d  a reg re ttab le  im pudence in  tak in g  
the Law of K arm a in  h an d . T h e  m ote outgrow s the  sunbeam —for 
its own certa in  woe. A dvantageous from  m any sides will be th e  
moral tem peram en t of a m an who has patience aud  charity  enough 
for his frail b ro th e rs ; w ho has learned  the  secret of grow th iu  
tolerance even w here censure is deserved. T h e  G reat Life denies no t 
shelter aud  sustenance  to  the  m ost d e p ra v e d ; th e  follies au d  vices 
of m illions have been h id  in its spacious bosom ; can we not, who 
aspire so h igh , be to leran t o f a few failings o f ou r b ro th e r p ilg rim s ? 
charity in  th o u g h t is a rare  a t ta in m e n t; it m akes th e  soul grow. 
See the D ivine Life everyw here and  drow n th e  perishable  form s 
therein. Be like th e  eye th a t has th e  gift of s ig h t b u t no t o f speech. 
When we do uot speak ill o f o thers (w hich speak ing  is a su re  sy m p 
tom of th e  exalta tion  of our frail personalities over those of o thers) 
we lose m uch o f the  lower self, and  we increase w ith iu  us th e  love o f 
human beings. T h e  p ioneer o f sp iritua lity , self-forgetfulness, is ho li
ness. S iuce th o u g h t builds, every u n k in d  th o u g h t bu ilds a  hideous 
tabernacle for th e  th in k er, and  he who w ants to be free from  form s 
and to ally  h im self w ith th e  Life, finds his p lans fru stra ted  an d  h is  
hopes unrealised . Iu  silence o f words, in  silence o f desires, and  in 
silence of th o u g h ts  m an know s D ivine W isdom , aud  becom es finally 
divine.

H E L P  I I I .
The S loka o f th e  G ita in w hich Sri K rishna  te lls A rju u a  to  

shut up the  M anas in the heart w ith  all the  senses b ro u g h t to a lu ll 
(Gita, V III ., 12), sounds th e  keynote  of occultism . I t  is the  a rt of a rts  
of the Yogi. I t  contains in  b u t a few sim ple words tlie g ist of h is 
best th o u g h t and  best effort from th e  tim e of P atan jali and  P y th ag 
oras down to ou r own days. Above all, it teaches th e  d issolution 
of form in  th e  perenn ia l F o u n ta in  of Life. By slow  process, m en 
learn how to  rise “ on stepp ing-stones of th e ir  dead selves to h ig h er 
things.” I t  is o f g rea t im portance for the  cand idate  of th e  H ig h e r 
Life to try  every m o rn ing  to separate h is S elf from his not-Self, h is  
coat of flesh from  him  who w ears it. H is  M anas m ust be tra in ed  
to the harm ony  of one single thoug lit-tuue , union w ith  th e  Self, and  
his heart m u st be th e  nu rsery  of b u t one em otion, Love. T h e  
Manas o f h im  w ho is equipped w ith  one th o u g h t dives deep in  th e  
profundities o f h is  hea rt w hence wells up  the  Life of th e  Logos, th e  
Heart of th e  Cosmos and  the  H eart of every th ing  w ith  w hich



Cosmos is b ig. T h e  h eart and  th e  head are  th e  w onders of the 
w orld. In  th e ir  tru e  read ing  lies the  salvation  o f each human 
en tity . S p iritua l ph ilosophy requires th a t each m ust be read  dis
tin c tly  an d  separately , and  each is in tended  in  th e  wisdom  of the 
E te rn a l B eing for a definite end . M ere th read  w ithou t th e  needle, 
o r the  needle w ithou t the  th read , w ill fail o f its p u rp o se ; an d  so it 
is w ith  th e  head  w ithou t th e  heart, o r th e  h ea rt w ithou t th e  head. 
E te rn a l Life is to  be sough t w ith the  help  of b o th  th ese  ; th e ir  har» 
m onious u tility  leads to W isdom  and Peace. In  them  oue reads the 
inex h au stib le  serm on of N atu re  ; w in ' m yriads o f form s 'were built 
for O ne Life ; how  O ne Life reaches perfection th ro u g h  m yriads t>f 
form s. A  h ea lthy  fusion of m an’s e th ica l an d  in tellectual parts, in 
th e  service o f “ th e  G reat O rphan ,” ann ih ila tes  th e  d is tan ce  between 
h im  aud  his M aker. .A h eart bathed  in th e  w hite effulgence of 
p u rity  is the  th rone-room  of th e  Suprem e K ing ; a tread furnished 
w ith  know ledge of Law, Love and Life is th e  badge o f  Hte 
S overeignty.

H E L P  IV.
T h e  S tu d en t of Life m ust select, accord ing  to h is own tcinpeira- 

m eu t, every day, a sen tence like one of th e  few m entioned  below. 
Each day he m ust live a sentence. A t his office-desk, w alk ing , eating 
o r do ing  any function of life, he m ust rum inate  'upon th a t  one 
th o u g h t on ly . S uch  a practice, iu th e  long  run , ten d s  m uch  to  the 
in n e r grow th.

I. “ L ive m ore iu the  m ind th an  in the  body.”
2. “ A  p u re  m an is G od’s im age.”
3* “ Be lover of all th a t lives.”
4- “ G ive rest to  th e  restless.”
5- “ Use tem poral th in g s aud  desire e te rn a l.”
6. “ C oncentration  alone conquers.”
7* “ Love m akes w ise.”
8. “ Be th o u  th e  friend of silence and she sha ll bless thee 

w ith  h e r  crown of Peace.”
9- “ I t  is the life we live th a t te lls .”

io. “ T o lose self is to find G od ,”
i i . “ K eep th y  heart w ith  diligence, fo r ou t of i t  afe  issues 

of life.”
12. “ A sk  in  faith ; w ait iu  peace.”

13- “ K eep th in e  own flesh u n d er yoke.”
H E L P  V.

W eave w reaths of holy thoug h ts  for th e  L otus F eet of th e  Divine 
Lord, so th a t pu rity  and  peace be your guides iu life.

JAHANGIR SOfcAfyl.



NOW th a t we have a new  K ing  and K m peror, and  th a t the coro
nation  o f H is  M ajesty is likely  to  take  place soon, it will n o t be 

inappropriate—indeed it  w ould be very in te re s tin g —to  see w ith  
wbat so lem nity  th e  inaugura tion  o f  a k in g  used to  be celebrated  
by tbe H in d u s  in  an c ien t tim es, au d  w ith  w hat g rea t respect and 
reverence tfee H itidus are in stru c ted  in  th e  sacred books to  look 
upon a  king at a ll tim es.

T he form ula o f  coronation is given in full detail in tjie A itareya 
Brakmana, w hich  constitu tes a portion  o f  th e  H in d u  S crip tures, and  
the follow ing particu lars a re  taken  from Book V III ., C hap ters II . and 
III. o f th e  said sacred w ork :

** T h e  officiating p rie s t shall say to h is  a tten d an ts ,” b rin g  four 
kinds o f w o o d ; N yagrodha, Udwmbara, A sw attha an d  P laksha .” 
Asnoag th e  trees, th e  N yagrodha is th e  K shatra  (m artia l pow er). 
By b ring ing  N yagrodha wood, th e  p ries t confers upon  th e  k ing , 
the K shatra . T h e  U dum bara rep resen ting  enjoym ent, th e  Asw at- 
tlia rep resen tin g  universal -sovereignty, and P laksha rep resen ting  
independence, an d  freedom -of th e  ru le  o f ano ther k ing , th e  p ries t 
by having these four k in d s o f  wood b ro u g h t to  th e  spot, m akes tb e  
king partic ipa te  in all these qualities . N e x t th e  p riest shall o rd e r to  
bring four k in d s  -of g ra in —nam ely, rice  w ith  sm all g rains, rioe w ith  
large g rains, b a ile y  and g ra in  called priyangu . F o r am ongst th e  
heifos, rice  w ith  sm all g ra in  rep resen ts tb e  K shatra , and by  b rin g 
ing sprouts o f stK^i g ra m  th e  p riest confers tb e  K sh a tra  (pow er) 
npon th e  k in g . H ice w ith  large grains rep resen ts  un iversa l sover
eignty. T herefo re  by b rin g in g  sprouts o f such g rain  to  th e  spot 
tbe p riest is  supposed to  confer universal sovereignty  upon tb e  
king. T b e  P riyangu  am ong th e  herbs rep resen ts  en joym ent o f 
pleasure ; so th a t  b y  b rin g in g  th e ir  sp rou ts to  th e  spot, th e  p rie s t 
confers en jo y m en t tipon  th e  k ing . A nd b a rley  rep resen ts  th e  sk ill 
of a m ffitary  com m ander; and  by  bringing; th e ir  sp rou ts  to  tfee 
pteeetbe p rie s t confers such sk ill upon  th e  k ing .

“  T h en  they  b r in g  for th e  k in g  a  th rone-sea t m ade of U dum bara 
wood, a  lad le  m ade o f th e  sam e wood, an d  a n  U dum bara -branch. 
And th en  they  m ix  th e  gra ins and  sprouts, etc ., w ith  >curds, honey, 
darified b u tte r, and  ra in -w ater fallen d u rin g  sunsh ine. T h e  reason 
tfeatthe th rone-seat, th e  ladle and  th e  b ranch  being  o f th e  Udinxvbara 
is because tiie U dum bara represen ts v ig o u r aud  a  n o u rish ing  
stibstasfce. A s to  -curds, honey  and  m elted  b u tte r , they  rep resen t 
1toe essence m  th e  w a te rs  and  herbs. A n d  as to  th e  ra in -w a te r

* Read before the Adyaf- Lodge by P. Sreenevas Row, retired Judge.



fallen d u ring  sunsh ine  it represen ts the  sp lendour and lu stre  of sanc
tity .”

T hen  a tiger-sk in  is spread on the  th rone  iu such  a m anner that 
the hairs come outside, and th a t part w hich covered th e  neck is 
tu rn ed  ea s tw a rd ; for the tig er is th e  K shatriya (pow er) am ong the 
beasts in the  forest.

A fter th is, th e  P riest consecrates th e  th ro n e  by m eans o f pre
scribed rites, and pours th e  above-m entioned liqu ids and  h erbs over 
th e  k in g ’s head, and  places the  U dum bara b ranch  also on the 
K ing ’s head, repeating  th e  follow ing M a n tra s : “ W ith  these  liquids
w hich are m ost happy, w hich cure every th ing , and  w hich increase 
th e  royal power, th e  im m ortal P rajapati sp rink led  In d ra , Soma, 
Y am a, and  M a n u ; and w ith  th e  sam e I sp rink le  thee. Be thou  the 
ru le r over k ings iu th is  w orld. T h y  illustrious m other bore thee as 
the  great universal ru le r over great m en. Yea, th e  blessed mother 
has borne thee !”

On being  th u s ano in ted  th e  k in g  takes h is seat on th e  throne, 
approach ing  it from beh ind , tu ru in g  h is face eastw ards, kneels down 
w ith  crossed legs, so th a t h is rig h t knee  touches th e  floor, aud 
invokes th e  b lessings o f the  D eities.

H e  then  m akes su itab le  p reseu ts  to th e  priests, aud  they all 
proclaim  : “ T h e  K shatra  is born ! th e  K shatra  is born  ! th e  supreme 
m aster of th e  world is born ! the  devourer of th e  hostilities is bo rn ; 
the  reverencer o f B rahm a is b o r n ; th e  pro tec to r of religion is 
b o rn .”—So m uch for th e  coronation cerem ony.

T he h igh  privileges and  obligations o f th e  k iu g  so inaugurated 
are th u s  described by M anu, th e  great, fam ous ancieu t H in d u  law
giver. God, says the  said sage, created  a k ing , for th e  protection of 
th e  w orld, as w ithou t a k in g  th e  w orld w ould trem ble  everyw here; 
th a t therefore the  k ing, thou g h  a child , should  no t be despised as 
b e iug  a m ere hum an b e in g ; for he is a  d iv in ity  in hum an  form : 
th u s he should  m ain tain  the d ign ity  of h is h ig h  office, and preserve 
h is  k ingdom  against foreign aggression, w henever he is challenged 
by  o th er k ings of equal, g rea te r o r less p o w er; th a t w heu a 
coun try  is conquered, every consideration  shou ld  be show n to the 
in nocen t people of th a t coun try  and  th a t th e ir  laws au d  manners 
o u g h t to  be re sp e c te d ; th a t th e  k in g  shall levy yearly  tributes 
au d  taxes from th e  subord inate  p rinces and  t r a d e r s ; taking 
care how ever no t to  cu t off h is own root as well as th a t o f the  people, 
b y  covetousness ; th a t he should  be ju s t, honest and t r u th f u l ; aud 
inflict p roper pun ishm en ts and bestow  p roper re w a rd s ; th a t he 
should  appoin t a m in ister to  guide in sp iritua l m atters, and  several 
w ell-tried  and  skilfu l m in isters to  h e lp  h im  in  w orldly  affairs ; and 
th a t he  should  personally  v isit the  ch ief places an d  ch ief offices, and 
satisfy  h im self th a t th e  people are w ell-protected. In  a  w ord the 
sp irit o f th e  D ivine Sage M anu’s advice and  ex horta tions is th a t thc 
sovereign’s affection for liis subjects should  arise uot as a compeusa-



tion for th e  various benefits he derives from them , bu t th a t it should 
flow spontaneously  from  pu re  love, for 110 o th e r reason th an  th a t 
Providence h as  placed them  u n d er h is care and  p ro tection , aud  
that neg lec t or ill-trea tm en t of them  w ould be a v iolation o f th e  
most sacred  d u ty ; and  th a t sim ilarly  th e  love and loyalty  o f th e  
subjects for th e ir  k in g  ough t no t to  resu lt from th e  fear o f th e  con
sequences of a con tra ry  action, bu t from  a pu re  sense of sacred d u ty  
and genu ine respect for th e ir  Lord on E arth . So in conclusion, th e  
divine sage com pares th e  re la tion  th a t o ugh t to  ex ist betw een 
the R uler and  th e  ru led  as th a t betw een a fa ther and  son (M anu, 
Ch. V II., etc.).

H ere it m ay not be out of place to  copy tw o hym ns o f th e  
Atharva V eda, as be ing  th e  m ost appropria te  to  th e  subjects above 
dealt w ith .

Book x ix ., H ym n  xx iv . of th e  A tharva  V eda (published  in  th e  
Pandit, N ew  Series, Vol. X V III .)  ru n s as fo llow s:—

1 . Do ye, O B rah m am au asp a ti! invest for royal sway, th is  m an, 
with th a t w herew ith  th e  D eities invested  S av ita r th e  God.

2 . In v est th is  In d ra  for long  life ; invest him  for g rea t p rincely  
power.

T h a t I m ay lead him  on to  eld  ; th a t he  m ay w atch his princedom  
long.

3 . Invest th is  Som a for long  l i f e ; invest h im  for g rea t hearing  
power.

T h a t I m ay lead  h im  011 to  eld ; th a t he m ay w atch  o’er h earing  
long.

4 . F o r us, su rround  him  ; cover him  w ith  sp lendour ; give him  
long life, and  death  w hen age rem oves him .

T h is garm en t has B rahaspati p resen ted  to  Soma, to  th e  k ing , 
to wrap abou t h im .

5 . A dvance to  good old age ; endue th e  m antle. Be T hou  our 
heifers’ guard  from  im precation.

Live th o u  a hun d red  full and p len teous au tum ns, and  w rap thee  
in prosperity  of riches.

6 . T ho u  for our weal hast clothed thee  in  th is  g a rm e n t; T hou  
hast becom e our cow’s sure  guard  from curses.

Live thou  a hundred  full and  p len teous a u tu m n s ; thou  living, 
fair thyself, sha lt deal forth treasures.

7 . In  every need, in every fray, we call thee, as friends, to  su c 
cour us, In d ra  the  m igh tiest o f all.

8 . G old-coloured, undecaying , b lest w ith  heroes, d w e ll; dy ing  
in old age, w ith  children  round  thee.

This is t h e . spoken-w ord of A gni, Som a, B rihaspati, S av itar 
and Indra.

N ext, Book iv. H ym n xxii. o f th e  sam e sacred w ork (published  
in the P a n d it  New  Series Vol. X V I.) contains th e  follow ing 
blessings



1. E x a lt and strengthen th is my P rince, O In d ra, make him 
sole lord and leader of the people.

Scatter h is foes, deliver a ll hid riv a ls  into h is hand in  struggles 
for precedence.

2 . G ive him  a share in  villag e, kine, and horses, and leave his 
enem y w ithont a portion.

Let him  as K in g  be head and ch ief of princes. G ive up to him, 
O In d ra , every foeman.

3 . Let him  be treasure-lord of goodly tre a su re ; let him  as 
K in g  be m aster o f the people.

G rant unto him  great power and m ight, O In d ra, and strip  his 
enemy of strength and vigour.

4 . L ik e  m ilch -kine yie ld in g  m ilk  for warm libations, pour, 0  
H eaven and earth, on him  fu ll many a blessing.

M ay he as K in g  be In d ra ’s w ell-beloved, the d arlin g  o f the 
kine, the plants and cattle.

( 5 ) I  jo in  in  league w ith thee victorious In d ra, w ith whom men 
conquer and are never defeated.

H e shalt make thee the fo lk ’s sole Lord and leader, sh all make 
thee highest of a ll hum an rulers.

(6 ) Suprem e art th o u ; beneath thee are thy riva ls, and a ll, 0 
K in g , who were thine adversaries.

Sole lord  and leader, and allied  w ith In d ra, brin g , conqueror, 
thy foemau’s goods and treasures.

( 7 )  Consum e w ith lion-aspect, a ll their ham lets; w ith tiger- 
aspect d rive away thy foemen.

Sole lord  and leader, and a llie d  w ith In d ra , seize, conqueror, 
thine enem ies’ possessions.”

From  the foregoing sum m ary we e lic it three im portant facts, 
viz., that in  the bygone days of old In d ia , the k in g ’s coronation 
cerem ony involved a relig ious elem ent w ithout w hich nothing can 
prosper ; that king s had a real affection for th eir people ; and that 
the people reciprocated it by their love and loyalty to the sovereign. 
Need we say that those three happy circum stances are not absent, 
but are most prom inently present, even at the present day ? For, 
firstly, the cerem ony of coronation to be soon held in  E ngland  w ill 
certainly involve a relig io us element. Secondly, our new Em peror 
has already pledged him self fa ith fu lly  to w alk in  the footsteps o f his 
most lam ented, august mother, who was really  lik e  a m other to all 
her subjects. A nd th ird ly , the people of In d ia  who have alw ays been 
actuated by loyalty to the B ritish  throne and an ardent desire for its 
perm anency, have 011 this occasion specially come forw ard most 
spontaneously to give expression to their genuine affection and 
loyalty for their new K in g  and Em peror, H is  M ajesty, Edw ard V II.

God save the K iu g  !
P. S.



C h a p t e r  I I I .

[iContinued from page 371.]

H an u m an  said :

O Lord ! O, Consort of Jan ak i !* th e  doctrine, verily, o f A dvaitins 
,  is th a t because Jiva  had 110 origin, it is im possible th a t he  can 

be an  effect. ( 1)
I f  he  had origin he m ust also have dissolution* I f  he be d is

solved he canno t a tta in  th e  sta te  o f b e ing  B rahm an. T h en  (in  th a t 
case) th e  displeasure o f th e  S 'ru t is th a t declare u n ity , is inevitably  
incurred . (2)

In  case duality  is established th ere  will alw ays be fear on th e  
p a th  o f transm ig ra to ry  life and  death . Besides th is , even th e  well- 
know n fearlessness (on account of th e ir  hav in g  becom e one w ith  
Brahm an) of Jan ak a  and  o thers w ill be se t a t naugh t. ( 3 )

Y ajnavalkya t  and  o th er ach&ryas are  w ell-know n A dvaita- 
Brahm a-V adins (/. <?., those  who uphold  th e  doctrine o f absolute 
iden tity ). N ot even th e  sligh test idea o f an y th in g  being  separate  
from It, is found in th is  (A dvaita) S 'astra . ( 4 )

O, Illu strious one ! O, Ocean o f k in d n ess  ! th ere  is none else in  
th is  w orld who is com petent to te ll m e w heth er th is  (w hat is s ta ted  
in th e  foregoing four verses) is co rrec t o r incorrect. ( 5 )

S'ri R am a said :
T h a t w hich adm its th e  union o f J iv a  and B rahm an, even tho u g h  

they are th e  effect and  th e  cause, is w hat is know n as th e  doctrine  
of th e  A dvaitins and  th is  ( th e ir  very doctrine) itse lf  p resupposes 
th e  orig in  o f Jivas. (6)

I f  th e  o rig in  o f J iv a  is no t adm itted  its  d issolution also becom es 
im possible. I f  th ere  be no d isso lu tion , duality  m ust ever prevail. 
T hen , in th a t case too, th e  displeasure o f th e  S 'ru tis  th a t  declare 
unit}’, m ust certa iu ly  be incurred . (7 )

J iv a  is of a tw o-fold natu re , its  d isso lu tion  too is tw o-fold, hear 
(from Me) how  the  two-fold J iv a  is dissolved. T h is J iv a  (*• e., th e  
lower-self) who is d irec tly  denoted  by th e  word ‘ thou* (in  th e

* J a n a k a ,  th e  ro y a l s a g e  k n o w n  a lso  a s  V id e h a  (*. e., b o d ile s s )  011 a c c o u n t  
o f h is  h a v in g  a t ta in e d  c o m p le te  e m a n c ip a tio n  in th a t  life, w a s  th e  fo s te r - f a th e r  o f  
SitK. H e n c e  sh e  is c a lle d  J itn ak t. R /im a is a d d re s s e d  a6  th e  “ c o n so rt o f  J&n&ki,’’ 
for th e  re a so n  th a t  HanAm&n e v id e n tly  d o u b te d  th a t  R& m a’s  d o c tr in e  w a s  o p p o s- 
ed to th a t  of J a n a k a ,  o n e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  a u th o r i tie s  in sp ir itu a l sc ie n c e .

t  Y a jn a v a lk y a  w as  th e  te a c h e r  o f  J a n a k a ,  B rah ad & ran y ak a  U p a n is h a d  c o n 
ta in s  m an y  o f  h is te a c h in g s .
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p h rase , “ T h a t  th o u  a r t” )* is su b je c t to  tra n sm ig ra to ry  life , an d  h a s  
bod ies . (8)

T h e  d isso lu tio n  o f  th is  J iv a  (low er-se li) w ho  is b o rn  o f  ig n o r 
an c e  a n d  w h o  is  to  th e  in te rn a l m o d ifica tio n s as  h e a t  is to  th e  h e a te d  
iro n  b a ll, is  b ro u g h t ab o u t ju s t  in  th e  sam e m a n n e r  as th a t  o f  o th e r  
p ro d u c tio n s  (v ik ritis) . f  (9)

T h e  o th e r  (J iv a )  w h o  is in d ire c tly  d e n o te d  b y  th e  w ord  ‘ th o u  * 
(in  * T h a t  th o u  a r t  ’) is  dev o id  o f  tr a n sm ig ra to ry  life , is th e  w itn e s s  
o f  th e  low er-self, th e  co n sc io u s e n t ity  in  m an , th e  K u ta s th a  k n o w n  
a s  P ra ty a g a tm a n  ( th e  sp ir itu a l M on ad  J an d  w h o  is th e  ty p e  of 
P aram & tm an . (10)

H e  ( th a t P ra ty a g a tm a n  o r  H ig h e r-se lf )  w ho  com es o u t o f  B ra h 
m a  v id y a  (th e  U n iv e rsa l S u p er-C o n sc io u sn ess) lik e  th e  s p a rk  from  
th e  fire, is  d es tro y e d  b y  m e rg in g  h im  in to  th a t  B ra h m a n , th e  
A b so lu te  c o n c e n tra te d  In te llig e n c e , th e  F irs t  P rin c ip le  o r H is  (P ra - 
ty a g a tm a n ’s)  m a tr ix , so to  speak . (11)

T h a t  from  w h ich  th e  B h u ta sJ  (d e n o tin g  e i th e r  th e  u n d if fe re n tia 
te d  e le m e n ts  o r  th e  J iv a s )  h av e  th e ir  b e in g , T h a t  by  w h ich  th e y  are 
su p p o rte d , T h a t  u n to  w h ich  th e y  re tu rn , v e rily  th a t  A b so lu te  B ra h 
m an  a lo n e  sh o u ld  be k u o w n  by  th o se  w ho  d e s ire  lib e ra tio n . (12)

T o  w h a t does th e  w ord  * B h u ta s  ’ (m en tio n ed  in  th e  la s t verse) 
re fe r  ? D oes it  re fe r  to  th e  J iv a s  o r  to  th e  u n d iffe re n tia te d  e le 
m e n ts  su c h  as E th e r ,  e tc ., o r  to  th e  w o rld s  p ro d u ce d  from  th e  
d iffe ren tia te d  e le m e n ts  ? I t  do es n o t re fe r to  th e  la s t (o f th e se  th re e )

* The word ‘ thou’ in the phrase “ That thou a rt” (or Tat-tvam-asi, which is 
one of the Mah&v&ky&s) by which identity is taught by the spiritual teacher, 
refers to the two-fold individual self, vis., thc lower-self and the H igher-self 
respectively known as Jivdtman and Pratyagiitman. The reference here is to  the 
lower-self and not to the Higher-self. The word ‘ T ha t’ in this phrase, likewise, 
refers to the Universal Self which is also two-fold, viz., l'svara and ParamiUman. 
Just as Jiva is the individual lower-self, so is l'svara said to be the universal 
lower-self.

t  Prakriti is the matter of which every substance is primarily or secondarily 
composed or it is the productive principle of a secondary substance or production. 
This subsequent production is termed Vikriti, which is merely a modification of a 
sta te  of being, a  new development or form of something previously extant.

J  In the Dakshin&mftrti-Vritti, a  gloss on the Brahma SAtras, we find tha t thc 
second and the third Siitras are thus interpreted in one verse :—

By knowing that First Cause—which is devoid of attributes, from whence is 
the origin, etc., of this Jiva who is the cause of the Kalpaka tree that produces 
this Universe and its Lord, and which is also the source o t S&stta {i.e., Rik, etc.)— 
is one freed from the fear of transm igratory life, without delay.

Appaya D ikshita in his commentary on this verse says :—
T hat Brahman which has no other distinguishing marks except such negative 

attributes as Existence, Intelligence, and Bliss, as opposed to Non-existence, Non
intelligence, and Non-bliss, is the sourcc from which Jivas come out like sparks 
from nre.

This Jtva by his Avidya, creates the Kalpaka tree of Ja g a t and ¥ sw ara—the 
effect and the cause—becausc he is possessed o f creative and other functions.

[Azote: l'svara, according to this system of VedAnta, is cnly a  very highly 
advanced Jtva limited by M&y&. Jiva who is said to create Jag a t and l'svara, 
cannot be the ordinary Jiva or the low'er-self which is limited bv Avidyd. Pra- 
ty&g&tman or the Higher Self being born of Krahma-VidyA or the Universal Super- 
Consciousness must be the cause of such creation; Jiva or the lower-self, being 
a reflection of PratvagAtman.]



b e c au se  iu  th is  (N irg u n a  B rah m an ) is fouud  o n ly  n eg a tiv e  a t t r i 
b u te s . (13 )

T h e  so u rce  o f  all J iv a s  is N irg u n a  B rah m an  a n d  n o t an y  o th e r. 
I t  is  a lso  th e  so u rce  o f  th e  un d ifF ereu tia ted  e le m e n ts  b u t  i t  is  n e v e r  
th e  so u rc e  o f J a g a t  o r  U n iv erse . (14)

H e  w ho  is  k n o w n  as th e  cause  o f  th e  U n iv e rse  a n d  w ho  is  ca lled  
( I 's 'a )  th e  L o rd , th a t  S a g u n a  B rah m an  is, v erily , th e  in s tru m e n ta l 
c a u se  o f  th e  U n iv erse  an d  th e  d if fe ren tia te d  e lem e n ts . (15)

T h e  m a te ria l cau se  (o f  th e  U n iv e rse  an d  th e  g ro ss  e le m e n ts )  
is May& c o n s is tin g  o f  th e  s e n tie n t  a n d  th e  n o n -se n tie n t.  T h e re fo re  
th e  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  effect, th e  cause , au d  th e  L o rd , o f  th e  U n i
v e rse  is  o f  no  u se  h e re  (in  th is  sc ien ce  o f  A 'tm a n ) . (16)

T h e  summnm bonum is a t ta in e d  by  c o n te m p la tin g  u p o u  J iv a  
a n d  B rah m an  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  sc ien ce  o f  S e lf  (or A d h y a tm a  (S 'a s -  
tr a )  c o u p led  w ith  th e  s tre n g th  o f  th e  b e n e v o le n t te a c h e r ’s  k in d 
n e s s . (17)

T h e  in s tru m e n ta l cause  o f  J iv a  (the  lo w er-se lf)  w h o  b eco m es an  
effec t, is N irg u n a  B rah m an  an d  th e  m a te ria l cau se  w h e re b y  th is  
J iv a  is  c lo th ed  in  a  d en se  m a te ria l g a rb  w h ich  sh u ts  h im  o u t o f  
L ig h t,  is A v id y a . (18)

By m e d ita tin g  in  th is  life, for th e  p u rp o se  o f  p u r ify in g  th e  m in d - 
stu ff, u p o n  th e  co n so rt o f  U m a, w h o  is th e  L o rd  o f  all th e  w orld s, w ho  
is  O m n isc ie n t a n d  w ho  ia lim ite d  by M aya, one  rea ch es , a fte rw ard s, 
th e  so u rce  o f  a ll J iv a s  thc N irguna Brahman). (19)

T h e  S o u rce  o f  all b e in g s  is o f  I ts  ow n n a tu re  cap ab le  o f  b e in g  
k n o w n  au d  th e n  m e d ita te d  up o u . T h o se  w h o  d e s ire  fo r K a iv a ly a - 
m o k sh a  m u st, th e re fo re , firs t k n o w  I t .  (20)

A n d  th e n  b y  a lw ays in te n tly  m e d ita tin g , w ith o u t a n y  id e a  o f  
d iffe rence , u p o n  th a t  N irg u n a  B rah m an  w h ich  is  ev e r  fu ll, th e y  (i.c.t 
th o se  w ho a sp ire  for K aiv a ly a ) c e r ta in ly  a t ta in  w h a t th e y  h a v e  
d es ire d . * (21)

O n e  w ho asp ire s  to  rise  to  se lf-d ev o tio n  sh o u ld  th in k  011 th e  
lin e s  o f  th o n g h t su g g e s ted  by  A 'ram b h a-v ad a .*  W h e reas , h e  w h o  
p ra c tise s  se lf-d ev o tio n  sh o u ld  in te n tly  reflec t 011 th e  lin e s  o f  th o u g h t  
su g g e s te d  b y  P arin& m a-vada.f (22)

* The Arambha vAda is the theory of Nayyayikas, Vaiseshikas and Mim&m* 
sakas, according to which an effect which was not, is produced through the activity 
of the causes which are. For example : Tlie effect or K&rya, pot, had no ante* 
cedent existence before thc potter and other causes produced it.

The student should first contemplate and grasp  the cause as existing apart 
from its effec ts; He would then constantly see by inseparable relation, the 
cause in the effect.

t ' Parin&ma-v&da or the theory of evolution is followed by the S&nkhy&s, thc 
Pitanjal&s and some of the followers of the Paur&nic and T&ntric schools of 
Ved&nta. According to it, ju st as a  tree  existed potentially in a  seed before the 
cause tha t brought the tree into existence came into operation, the effected Uni
verse existed before as real though in a  subtle invisible form and was rendered 
manifest through the activity of a  cause*

Having contemplated the cause as reflected in the cfFect, the eflfect must be 
entirely dismissed (from the niiud). Wheu this is done, the cause will cease to be



V erily , iu  th e  case o f  on e  w ho  h as  w ell a d v a n c e d  ( in  a b s tra c t 
m e d ita tio n ), th e  V iv a rta -v a d a*  as a m a tte r  o f  fact, b eco m es ap p li
cab le  in  h is  case . B u t h e  w h o  m e re ly  p ra tt le s  w ith  it, u n d e rg o e s  
se lf-d e g ra d a tio n . S u c h  a  o n e  (u ltim a te ly )  k ills  h is  S e i .f . (23) 

T h e  V iv a r ta -v a d a  w h ich  d raw s its  illu s tra tio n s  from  su c h  ex
a m p les  a s  “ th e  se rp e n t in  a  ro p e ,” “ th e  th ie f  in  a  p illa r ,” “  th e  son 
o f  a  b a r re n  w o m an ,” e tc ., is  n o t a t a ll su ita b le  to  th e  a s p ira n t who 
d e s ire s  to  g e t h im se lf  freed  from  S am sara . (24)

B u t th is  e x c e lle n t P a r in a m a -v a d a  w h ich  m a in ly  d raw s its  illu s 
t ra t io n s  fro m  su c h  ex a m p le s  a s  “ th e  b ee tle  a n d  th e  in se c t ,”f  “ the  
c u rd  a n d  th e  m ilk ,” “  th e  p o t au d  th e  e a r th ,” e tc ., is  c e r ta in ly  m ost 
a c ce p ta b le  to  h im . v  (25)

B y c o n s ta n tly  m e d ita tin g , in  se c lu s io n , u p o n  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  
S e l f  a n d  th e  B rah m an , a n d  b y  re m a in in g  w ith  th e  m e re  co n sc io u s
n e s s  o f  h a v in g  u n ite d  th e  S e l f  w ith  th e  B ra h m a n , o n e  b eco m es no 
d o u b t free. (26)

Jn& na (k n o w le d g e ) is sa id  to  be  o f  tw o  k in d s  (S v a ru p a ), 
e x te rn a l o r  o b je c tiv e  a n d  (V r it t i)  in te rn a l o r  su b je c tiv e . O f  th e  
tw o , th e  firs t re la te s  to  th e  T ru e , In fin ite , an d  B lissfu l N irg u n a  
B rah m an . (27)

A n d  th e  o th e r  ( th e  su b je c tiv e  k n o w le d g e )  re la te s  to  th e  u n d i
v id e d  sp ir i tu a l  e ssen ce  o f  A 'tm a n , ca lled  th e  P u re -e x is te n c e . T h is  
( la t te r )  k n o w led g e  is  su b d iv id e d  in to  tw o , viz., th e  P a ro k sh a  (in d irec t)  
a n d  A p a ro k sh a  (d irect). (28)

B y th e  f irs t ( in d ire c t k n o w led g e ), lib e ra tio n  com es in  d u e  cou rse  
a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  d isso lu tio n  o f  th e  w o rld  o f  B rah m a  ( th e  c re a to r) . 
B y  th e  se co n d  (d ire c t co g n itio n ), K a iv a ly a  is h e re  a t ta in e d  w hen  
P ra ra b d h a  is  e x h a u s te d . (29)

such, and what will remain will be the Ever-eKistent, Ever-Qonscious, All-perva- 
ding indescribable Brahman.

A man becomes tha t on which he resolutely and persistently thinks. This 
we infer from the ordinary illustiation of the beetle and the insect, explained 
la ter on.

* The Vivarta-vAda or the theory of transcendental illusion is tha t adopted 
by certain schools of Vedantins. The Advaita school of VedAntins who a re  other
wise known as the MAyAvAdins maintain that the self-luminous and perfectly 
blissful Brahman which is one only without a  second, by m istake, through its own 
power of MAyA, appears as the whole world. They teach non-distinction or 
identity of cause and effect.

t  The following is found in W ebster's Dictionary in connection with his 
definition of an in sec t: “ Insects leave the eg g  as  caterpillars or grubs, which are 
called larves. The higher insects undergo a  metamorphosis in which the larve 
incloses itself in a  cocoon or shell and is then called the chrysalis o r pupa. After 
remaining torpid in this shell for a  time, it breaks forth as the perfect w inged in* 
sect or imago."

Almost the same idea is conveyed by the example of “ the beetle and the 
insect," of which, according to  tradition, the following is the illustration: The 
beetle takes hold of an insect and when it is alive puts it into a  hole o f clav 
specially prepared, and blocks up the opening. The insect thinks in its dark 
prison, of the beetle and beetle alone, remains there till the beetle, returning a t its 
proper time, removes the d a y  and with a  sting aw akens the insect which immedi
ately flies out another beetle incarnate.



A nd v erily , J iv a n m u k ti too  is a t ta in e d  even  in  th is  life. H en c e  
thou (H a n u m a n )  sh a lt  a lw ays re flec t upon  B rah m an , a f te r  h a v in g  
got y o u rse lf  e n tire ly  rid  o f  K am a (d esire ;, e tc . (30)

T h a t w h ich  is  te rm e d  N irg u n a  B rah m an  is o f  tw o k in d s . T h e  
one ca lled  S a la k sh a n a  h a v in g  n e g a tiv e  a t tr ib u te s  is, in d eed , capab le  
ofbeing m e d ita te d  u p o n , a n d  th e  o th e r  ca lled  A la k sh a n a  h a v in g  no  
attributes is b ey o n d  m e d ita tio n  (i.e., in c ap a b le  o f  b e in g  m e d ita ted  
upou). (31)

A nd  th e  firs t (o f th e  tw o m e n tio n e d  in  th e  la s t verse), on  ac 
count o f  i ts  th re e  p ad as  k n o w n  as ex is te n ce , etc ., is sa id  to  be o f  
three k in d s. H e n c e  I t  is ( te rm ed ) th e  E te rn a l an d  Im m o rta l T h re e 
footed B rah m an , h a v in g  o n ly  S v ag a ta -b h ed a *  (i.e.. th e  d iffe rences in  
its own p a rts ) . (32)

T h e  w ise  m an  w ho, h a v in g  se a te d  h im s e lf  in  som e p o s tu re , co n 
centrates h is  B u d d h i th e re  (in  th a t  im m o rta l T r ia d  o r  T r ip a d  B ra h 
man), o b ta in s  u n io n  w ith  I t  w ith o u t th e  s lig h te s t d iffe rence . (33) 

T h e  d iffe rences, k n o w n  as S a ja tiy a f  a n d  V ija tiy a J  w h ich  e x is t 
in th e  ca se  o f  th e  J iv a s  as w ell as th e  J a g a t ,  do  n o t e x is t  in  th e  case 
of the  S u p re m e  B ra h m a n  o f  T r ip le  n a tu re . (34)

I f  th e re  b e  n o  S v a g a ta -b h e d a  o r  th e  d iffe rence  in  its  p a r ts ,  th e  
subject (B ra h m a n )  b eco m es in c ap a b le  o f  b e in g  m e d ita te d  u p o n . 
Surely, w ith o u t m e d ita tio n , M o k sh a  can  n e v e r  be o b ta in e d  b y  J iv a s  
who are  su b je c t to  S am sara , (35)

In  th is  s ta te  o f  b o n d ag e , th e re  is d iffe ren ce  b e tw e en  J iv a tm a u  
and P a ram a tm a n . In  th e  l ib e ra te d  s ta te  th e re  is  n o n -d iffe ren ce  a n d  
in th e  s ta te  t r a n s c e n d in g  M oksha , th e re  is no  d iffe ren ce  a t a ll. (36) 

M oksha  is a t ta in e d  b y  m e d ita tin g  u p o n  N irg u n a  B rah m an , on  
account o f  i ts  h a v in g  n e g a tiv e  a t tr ib u te s  (E x is te n c e , In te llig e n c e , 
and B liss) w h ic h  a re  a n ta g o n is tic  to  b o n d a g e  (m ad e  u p  o f  N o n 
existence, N o n -in te llig en c e , a n d  N o n -b liss ) . B u t S 'ru t i  say s  th a t  
there is  n o  su c h  rem e d ia l o r  a n ta g o n is tic  a t tr ib u te s  in  th e  A ttr ib u te -  
less O ne ca lle d  th e  N irgun& tita . (37)

T h e  B ra h m a n a s  w ho  h av e  rea ch ed  th e  o th e r  sh o re  o f  S 'ru tis ,  say  
that m en  w h o se  (C h itta )  m in d -s tu f f  is d ro w n e d  in  th a t  ocean  o f  
U ndivided B lissfu l E sse n c e  w ill a t ta in  V id eh a  M u k ti. (38)

H e  is  ca lled  V id e h a  (b o d ile ss )  w ho  h a s  su c c e e d e d  iu  S a m a d h i 
Y oga; w ho  h a s  g o t r id  o f  th e  im p re ss io n s  r e la t in g  to  m a tte rs  w o rld 
ly, etc., from  h is  m i n d ; w ho  is  a c tio n le ss  ; a n d  w h o  is free from  m e n 
tal m od ifica tions o f  a n y  k in d . (39)

T h e re  a re  s ix  k in d s  o f  S am a d h is  ( a b s tra c t  m e d ita tio n s )  le a d in g  
to tran ce , su c h  as  D ris 'y a n u v id d h a  a n d  (five) o th e rs . T h e  w ise

* The differences existing’ between the stem, the branches, the leaves, the 
flowers, the fruits, etc., of one and the same tree, is known as Svagata-bheda.

t  Although there is no difference among the Jivas when considered as be* 
longing to the same species, yet there is much difference when they are  consider, 
ed as men and women. This example illustrates Saj&ttya-bheda.

X In the case of the Ja g a t or the Universe, there will be difference between 
any two things. Take for example, a  granite stone and a  tree ; these two arc  
unlike in every respect. This difference is known as Vij&tiya*bheda.



nm n o u g h t to  rea lise  by  c o n c e n tra te d  m e d ita tio n , a ll o f  th em  one 
a f te r  th e  o th e r, ju s t  lik e  a  leech  w h ich  ta k e s  firm  h o ld  o f  o n e  blade 
o f  g ra ss  befo re  it  leaves its  h o ld  on th e  o n e  b e h in d  it. (40)

T h o se  s in fu l m en  w ho  a re  devo id  o f  S am ad h is , w ho are 
b o as tfu l o f  th e ir  k n o w led g e  o f  V e d a n ta  te x ts  a n d  w ho a re  ev e r  bent 
u p o n  d o in g  w h a t th e y  lik e , (su c h  m en) go  to  th e  in fe rn a l regions.

(40
H ow  cau  a m an w ho  h as  n o t k ille d  h is  m in d , g e t h im s e lf  freed 

from  S am sa ra  an d  how  can  h e  k ill h is  m in d  (w h ile  h e  is) in  this 
w orld , if  h e  is d ev o id  o f  S a m a d h is  ? (42)

H e  w ho  v iew s S am a d h i in  th e  lig h t  o f  an  in ju n c tio n  an d  con
s id e rs  it s im ila r  to  K arm a, w ill n e v e r be freed  from  S a m sa ra  even 
a f te r  m illio n s o f  K alp as. (43)

R u les  o f  in ju n c tio n , etc ., a re  sa id  to  be  eq u a lly  ap p lica b le  to  both 
J n a n a  an d  Y oga. I f  so h o w  is it th a t  J n a n a  a lo n e  does n o t come 
u n d e r  an  in ju n c tio n  ? (44)

T h e  firs t re q u is ite  for M oksha is th e  k n o w led g e  d e r iv e d  from 
V ed a n ta  p assag es, a n d  th e  la s t re q u is ite  is Y oga ; th e re fo re , apply 
th y s e lf  to  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  Y oga. (45)

A n d  Y oga is sa id  to  be  o f  tw o  k in d s  k n o w n  as S ab h ed a  (adm it
t in g  o f d iffe rence) a n d  A b h ed a  (a d m ittin g  o f  110 difference). Again 
th e  firs t is sa id  to  b e  o f  severa l k in d s  know n  as H a th a  Y oga, Raja 
Y oga, e tc . (46)

A b h ed a  Y oga, th e  one now  u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n , is o f  o u e  kind 
on ly . I t  a im s a t  th e  id e n tity  o f  J iv a  an d  B rah m an , its  d is tin g u ish 
in g  fea tu re  b e in g  S am a d h i w h ich  is th e  c h ie f  re q u is ite  for Mok
sha . (47)

A n d  b ecause  th e  s c r ip tu re  its e lf  in s is ts  u p o n  th e  jo in in g  o f  this 
(/>., th e  in d iv id u a l S iiU 7) w ith  T h a t {i.e. th e  U n iv e rsa l S k l f ) ,  h e  who 
is devo id  o f  Y oga do es n o t a t ta in  M oksha  by  J n a n a  a lone. (48) 

T h e  w ise m an  w ho  is endow ed  w ith  V a ira g y a , an d  w ho  is ever 
g iven  u p  to  th e  p ra c tic e  o f  Y oga, does n o t, a t an y  tim e , fea r  for any 
m iseries  o th e r  th a n  th o se  o f  S am sa ra , d ifficu lt o f  b e in g  g o t over. (49) 

T h e  J n a n i  w ho, by  p ra c tis in g  th is  b e s t Y oga, h as  g o t him self 
freed  from  all im p u ritie s , a t ta in s  th e  h ig h e s t h ap p in ess , h e  being 
freed  from  M Sya a n d  its  b in d in g  effects. (50)

T h e  g re a t Y o g in  w ho h a s  rea lise d  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  S e i «f  an d  the 
B rah m an  w hose m o v e m en ts  a re  re g u la te d  b y  h is  w ell-broken 
In d r iy a s  (o rg a n s )  an d  w ho  is free from  th e  a g ita t io n s  o f  h is  mind- 
stu ff, a t ta in s  im m ed ia te  lib e ra tio n . (51)

T h e  Y o g a w h ich  is ' n o w  s ta te d  (b y  M e) a n d  w h ich  is finally 
e s ta b lish e d  b y  a u th o r i ta tiv e  V ed a n tic  in tre p re ta t io n s , is , b y  th e  wise, 
te rm e d  th e  h ig h e s t U p asa n a . (52)

T h e  S 'r u t i  say s  “ m e d ita te  u p o n  th a t  e te rn a l P eac e  (B rahm an) 
w h ich  is  th e  S o u rce , & c., (o f  J iv a s ) ” a n d  in te n se  m e d ita tio n  on the 
id ea  o f  n o n -d iffe ren ce , a ll th e  m o re  s tr e n g th e n s  th e  id e n tity  (o f S e l i? 
a u d  B ra h m a n ) . (53)



Even th o u g h  one is  p ro fic ien t in  all S 'a s tra s , if  he  be dev o id  o f 
Up&sana, h e  w ill n e v e r  be  ab le  to  o vercom e th e  con fu sio n s o f  h is  
miud-stuff. (54)

I fS a g u n a  B rah m an  (h a v in g  d iffe ren t fo rm s an d  v a rio u s  a t t r i 
butes) be m e d ita te d  u p o n  w ith  d es ire  o r  m o tive , it se cu res  a ll k in d s  o f  
enjoyments fo r m en . B u t w h en  th e  sam e is  m e d ita te d  u p o n  w ith  
110 desire w h a te v er, i t  p u rifies  th e  m in d . S u ch  is th e  se ttle d  m e a n in g  
of the S '& stras. * (55)

And th e  U p asa n a  (m ed ita tio n ) o f  th e  in d iv id u a l H ig h e r-se lf  (i.e., 
the P ra ty ag a tm a n ) w ho  is devo id  of a t tr ib u te s  an d  w ho is o f  v e ry  
small size eq u a l to  a  h a ir ’s en d , th e  th u m b , o r  th e  sh a rp  en d  o f  
(wild) p ad d y  g ra in , w ill also  p u rify  th e  m in d . (56)

But m editatin g  upon the U n iv e rsa l S a t-C h it-A n a u d a -N irg u n a  
Brahman is  the h ig h est o f a ll. T h is  U pasana w h ich  co n sists o f 
meditation upon the id e n tity  conveyed in  the phrase “ I  am B ra h 
man,” becom es the cause o f im m ediate lib e ratio n . (57)

By rig h tly  u n d erstan d in g  the m eanings o f the M ahavakyas one 
will be confirm ed in  h is  co n victio n  that every other th in g  is  u n re a l. 
After being  th u s confirm ed in  h is  co n victio n s, let him  m editate 
always upon T h a t alone for h is lib eratio n .’ (58)

I f  w ith o ut U pasana any one w ill attain lib e ratio n  b y m ere Jn d n a 
alone, then, v e rily , w ith o ut the b rid e, w ill the m arriage, o f the b rid e 
groom, take place. (59)

T h a t b y  w h ich  th e  low er-self, on  a c c o u n t o f  i ts  id e n tity , is 
seated n ea r , o r  b ro u g h t in to  c lose p ro x im ity  w ith , th e  H ig h e r-se lf , is  
called U p asa n a  (U p a , n e a r  an d  asana , se a t)  w h ich  k ills  all h u m a n  
afflictions. (60)

T h e  h ig h e s t a n d  u u d e c a y in g  h a p p in e ss  is a t ta in e d  by all, on ly  
by a p p ly in g  th e m se lv e s  to  th a t  m e d ita tio n  w h ich , th ro u g h  n o n 
difference o r  p e rfec t id e n tity  b r in g s  to  th e  devo tee , fu ll su p e r-c o n 
sciousness. (61)

H o w  can m en  w ho w h irl ro u n d  th is  S am sara , ou  a c co u n t of th e ir  
m is tak ing  th is  b o d y  for th e  S ki.k , g e t th e m se lv es  freed  from  su ch  
w hirling, w ith o u t th a t  U p asa n a  w h ich  te a c h e s  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  
Ski,f  a n d  B rah m an . (62)

H e  a lo n e  becom es a B rah m av id  o r k n o w er of B rah m an  w ho has, 
by c o n s ta n t co m m u n io n , o b ta in e d  th a t  S p ir itu a l k n o w led g e  o r  full 
S uper-consciousness (m en tio n ed  in  verse  N o. 61, ca lled  S am vit,
which a lo n e  is th e  in d e p e n d e n t w itn e ss  o f  J iv a  a n d  I V  a. (63)

S a m v it  a lo n e  is P araaak ti o r  th e  S u p re m e  an d  U n iv ersa l S u p e r
consciousness a n d  th a t  a lo n e  is N irg u n a  B rah m an . T h e  ou e  above it 
(term ed N irg u n S ti ta )  c a n n o t be  c o m p re h en d e d  by  w ord o r  m ind . (64)

T h a t (N irg u u a tita ) is  devoid o f attrib utes, in d escrib ab le, devoid 
of form s, an d  can o n ly  be nam ed. T h e  teacher cannot be questio n-



ed  re g a rd in g  T h a t(N irg u n a t i ta )  a n d  th e  S 'ru t i  says, “ D o n ’t  question 
a n y  m o re  th a n  T h a t  (N irg u n a ) .’’ (65)

T hus in th e  g lorious U panishad o f R a ’m a  G i ’TA’, th e  
secret m ean ing  o f th e  Vedas, em bodied in th e  second 
Pdda o f th e  Up&sana K uiula of T atvasaray  an a, reads th e  
th ird  C hapter, en titled  :

THE CONSIDERATION OF JNANA YOGA.
T ra n sla te d  b y G . K r i s h n a  S a s t r i .

( To be continued.)

POSEIDONIS.
N o . I I .

IN  m y p rev io u s  a r tic le  on  th is  su b jec t*  I  su b m itte d  to  th e  readers of 
th e  Theosophist m y  c o n je c tu re  th a t  th e  “ A rth u r ia n  ” le g en d s had 

4 h e ir  o r ig in  in  th e  ‘ lo s t A tla n tis  ’ ; a n d  th a t  th e  la t te r  passages of 
th e  “ P ro p h e c ie s  o f  M erlin  ” c lea rly  ex p re ss  th e  fee lin g s o f  intense 
h o rro r  ex p e rie n c e d  b y  “ th e  a u th o r , o n  b e h o ld in g  th e  aw fu l catas
tro p h e  to  h is  co u n try , o f  w h ich  h e  h a d  b ee n  an  u n w illin g  a n d  terri
fied w itn e ss .”

T h e re  is  a  p assag e  in  th a t  a r tic le  (p a rt o f  m y  q u o ta tio n  from 
P la to ’s “ T im a e u s”) w h ich  is  p e rh a p s  so m ew h at o b s c u re ;  and of 
w h ich  I  th in k  i t  a s  w ell to  offer a  few  w ords o f  explanation. 
A fte r  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  A tla n te a n  is lan d s  h a d  su d d e n ly  disappeared 
b e n e a th  th e  w aves, th e  “ T im a e u s” co n tin u e s , “ w h en ce  ev e n  now 
th a t  sea is  n e i th e r  n av ig ab le  n o r  to  be tra c e d  o u t ; b e in g  b locked  up 
by  th e  g re a t d e p th  o f  m u d  w h ich  th e  su b s id in g  la u d s  p ro d u c e d .”

F o r  a  g re a t le n g th  o f  tim e  a f te r  th e  su b s id e n c e  o f so la rg e  an 
a re a  o f  co u n try  as th e  ‘ lo s t A tla n tis  ’ m u s t h av e  o cc u p ie d , th e  depth 
o f  th e  ocean  o v e r w h a t h ad  b ee n  d ry  la n d  w ould  be v e ry  m oderate. 
A fte r  th e  firs t su d d e n  e b u llitio n  o f  v o lcan ic  a c tiv ity  h a d  d es tro y ed  the 
la n d , th e  g ro u n d  w ou ld  c o n tin u e  to  s in k  o n ly  v ery  slow ly  ; a n d  there 
m u s t h av e  b een  a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f  in te n se  v o lc an ic  ac tiv ity , accom 
p a n ie d  by  sev ere  e a r th q u a k e s  b e n e a th  th e  o cean  fo r a  lo n g  time. 
I t  is su p p o se d  by  m an y  p eo p le  th a t  a s  th e  d ry  la n d  on a n y  p a r t  of the 
g lo b e  s in k s , o th e r  la n d  is e lev a ted  e lsew h ere  ; b u t  o f  co u rse  we have 
110 d ifficu lty  a b o u t fin d in g  c o m p en sa tio n  for th e  s u n k e n  A tlan tis. 
Ic e la n d  a u d  G re e n la n d  a re  b u t o f v ery  re c e n t u p h ea v a l, a n d  N ature 
m ay  h av e  ta k e n  fu r th e r  c o m p en sa tio n  iu  th e  A n ta rc tic  reg ions or 
e lsew h e re  ; th e  w h erea b o u ts  is o n ly  o f  tr if lin g  im p o rta n ce .

S u p p o s in g , a f te r  th e  la n d  h ad  d isa p p ea re d , th e  d e p th  of the 
w a te r  a t  th e  sh a llo w est p laces  w as from  th re e  to  fou r fa thom s. T h is  
d e p th  o f w a te r  w o u ld  be  so affected  by  th e  tid e s  a n d  b y  sto rm s th a t 
a n y  a t te m p t to  e x p lo re  th e  sc en e  o f  th e  c a ta s tro p h e  w ould  h av e  
b ee n  n o t m ere ly  fru itle s s , i t  co u ld  u o t  h av e  fa iled  to  b e  d isastrous. 
“ T h e  g re a t d e p th  o f  m u d ” a b so lu te ly  p re c lu d e d  n av ig a tio n  ; a n y
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vessel b ec o m in g  e n ta n g le d  in  th o se  sh o a ls  w as d o om ed  to  to ta l loss 
and d e s tru c tio n , n e i th e r  sh ip  n o r  c rew  co u ld  ev e r  r e tu rn  to  th e  
tranquil w a te rs  o f  th e  m e d ite rra n e a n . T h is  co u ld  n o t fail to  b e  so, 
and th e re  is  n o  need  o f  a  P la to n ic  rec o rd  to  in fo rm  u s  th a t,  a f te r  
a few fru itle s s  a t te m p ts  to  d isc o v e r  w h e th e r  a n y  p a r t o f 
Poseidonis s ti l l  re m a in e d  above  w ater, e n a b lin g  a n y  o f  th e ir  
old en em ies to  escap e  from  th e  fu ry  o f  th e  e lem e n ts , f in d in g  
the veryr se a  its e lf  opposed  to  th e ir  cu rio sity , th e  seam en  o f  
those o ld  d ay s w ou ld  co n c lu d e  th a t  th e  A tla n tic  w as 110 lo n g e r  
navigable a n d  w o u ld  cease  to  v e n tu re  o u ts id e  th e  P illa rs  o f  H e rc u le s . 
The su b s id en ce  o f  th e  o cean  b ed  w ould  b e  v e ry  g rad u a l, a n d  for 
many c e n tu r ie s  a f te r  i t  h ad  su n k  to  i ts  p re s e n t d e p th , th e  A tla n tic  
would re ta in  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  b e in g  d a u g e ro u s  “  on  a c c o u n t o f  th e  
great d e p th  o f  m u d .” U n til  th e  r ise  o f t h e  P hoen ic ian  n a tio n  w e 
may re s t sa tisfied  th a t  th e  A tla n tic  o cean  w as av o id ed  b y  m a rin e rs .

B esid es  th e  P la to n ic  s to ry  o f  A tla n tis , a n d  th e  in sc rip tio n s  
concern ing  it  w h ich  D r. le  P lo n g e o n  h as  d e c ip h e re d  in  Y u ca tan , 
there is  a  fu r th e r  rec o rd  o f  th e  “ g re a t c a ta s tro p h e  ” w h ich  h as  b een  
iu the h a n d s  o f  W e ste rn  re a d e rs  fo r m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  ; a n d  w h ich  th e y  
have read , a n d  in  m o st in s ta n c e s  b e liev e d  im p lic itly , w ith o u t in  th e  
least u n d e r s ta n d in g  it.

T h e re  a re  few  lite ra tu re s  o f  a n c ie n t o r  ev en  o f  co m p ara tiv e ly  
m odem  c iv iliz a tio n s , w h ich  do n o t c o n ta in  a llu s io n s  to  a  D e lu g e , 
w hich—th ro u g h  its  causes b e in g  en v e lo p ed  in  m y ste ry , a n d  i ts  co n se 
quences b e in g  th e  m ost te r r ib le  a n d  fa r-re a c h in g  o f  d isa s te rs—cam e 
to be re g a rd e d  as  p u n is h m e n t o f  th e  s in s  o f h u m a n ity  by  offended  
O m nipotence.

T h e  “ D e lu g e -m y th ” w hose s to ry  is m ost fam ilia r  to  W e ste rn  
readers is  th a t  o f  N o ah , w h ich  is d esc rib ed  }n su c h  g ra p h ic  te rm s  
in th e  b o o k  of “  G e n e s is .” B u t a l th o u g h  th e  s to ry  o f  th a t  c a ta s 
trophe, as  to ld  in  “ G e n e s is ,” h as  b een  su p p o rte d  fo r ag e s  b y  th e  
“ C h u rch ” — m a n y  p ro fessed  “ C h r is t ia n s” re g a rd in g  d isb e lie f  in  an  
universal D e lu g e  less  th a n  five th o u sa n d  y ea rs  ago  as  ta n ta m o u n t to  
deliberate p ro fession  o f  A th e ism — N a tu re  g ives us n o  reaso n  for 
supposing th a t  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  w orld  h a s  been  su b je c ted  to  a flood 
so deep a s  to  cover even  th e  h ig h e s t m o u n ta in s  to  a  d e p th  o f  tw en ty - 
five feet, a n d  so d e s tro y  a il liv in g  c re a tu re s  from  th e  face o f  th e  
earth, e x c e p t in g  th e  favou red  few w ho  w ere  p e rm itte d  to  ta k e  
refuge in  th a t  v en e rab le  “ O cean  G re y h o u n d ,” th e  A rk . F o r  th e  
world to  b e  so d ro w n ed  it  w ou ld  be n ec essa ry  for an  e n o rm o u s 
quantity  o f  w a te r  (a  q u a n t ity  scarce ly  im a g in a b le )  to  be  tra n sp o r te d  
from som e o th e r  p la n e t, o r  to  be sp ec ia lly  c re a te d  for th e  p u r p o s e ; 
and to  re s to re  th e  g lobe  to  th e  co n d itio n  in  w h ich  w e a re  fam ilia r  
with it, th is  w a te r  w o u ld  h av e  to  re tu rn  w h en c e  i t  cam e, o r  be  
ann ih ila ted  as  m ira cu lo u sly  as it  w as c re a te d .

B u t th e  e a r th  b ea rs  u p o n  i ts  su rface  no  rec o rd  o f  su c h  a  s tu p e n d 
ous ca ta s tro p h e , an d  th e re fo re  w e h av e  to  lo o k  a b o u t fo r som e 
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m ore p ro b ab le  a n d  less d e s tru c tiv e  ev e n t in w h ich  th e  s to ry  o f “ the 
F lo o d ” m a y  h av e  h a d  its  o r ig in .

I t  is  in  m a n y  re sp e c ts  u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  so v a lu ab le  a  collection 
o f  li te ra tu re  as th e  B ib le, h a s  b ee n  reg a rd e d  fo r m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  as 
l i t t le  m o re  th a n  a fe tish . H a d  i t  b een  tre a te d  as  o rd in a ry  literature, 
m o d e rn  c r it ic ism —w h ich  is n o th in g  (an d  sca rce ly  read ab le ) if  not 
ic o n o c la s tic—w ould  n o t h av e  la u g h e d  as id e  th e  “ Deluge* m y th ” as 
m ere ly  fabu lous a n d  p a id  it  110 fu r th e r  a tte n tio n . N o, in  sp ite  of its 
in h e re n t  im p ro b a b ilitie s , th e  B ib lical n a rra tiv e  s ta n d s  in  all its 
v en e rab le  s im p lic ity , as its  w rite r  h e a rd  i t  n a r fa te d  b y  th e  “ old 
w ives” o f a n c ie n t tim e s  ; a n d  in s te a d  o f  la u g h in g  it aw ay  as an 
a b su rd ity  w e sh o u ld  tre a t  it  w ith  rev e re n ce  ; n o t m ere ly  as coming 
dow n to  u s  th ro u g h  th e  m is ts  o f  th e  ag es, b u t  as b e in g  an  additional 
co n firm a tio n  o f  th e  th e o ry  o f  th e  “ lo s t A tla n tis .”

T h e  s to ry  o f  th e  N o ac h ian  D elu g e  w as n e i th e r  a  m e re  fairy  talef 
n o r  a  S o la r-m y th , n o r  a  tra d itio n  o f a n  e x c e p tio n a lly  h ig h  flood in 
th e  E u p h ra te s  b as in , n o r  o f  a  g ig a n tic  t id a l w ave in  th e  P e rs ia n  G u lf ; 
b u t a  v e n e rab le  h is to ric a l la n d m a rk , d is to rte d , c o rru p te d , and 
a d a p te d  to  M eso p o tam ian  tra d itio n  an d  p o etry , it  is  tru e , bnt 
n e v e r th e le ss  rec o g n iza b le  as a  reco rd , o r  rec o llec tio n , o f  th e  terrible 
c a ta s tro p h e  w h ich  in v o lv e d  a  p o p u lo u s  a n d  fe rtile  reg io n  in  destruc
tio n  so su d d e n  an d  so co m p le te  th a t  its  v ery  s itu a tio n  i s —at the 
p re se n t t im e —la rg e ly  a  m a tte r  for co n jec tu re .

D r. le  P lo n g eo n  h as  to ld  u s th a t  th e  G re ek  a lp h a b e t was 
a r ra n g e d  in  th e  fo rm  in  w h ich  it  h a s  com e dow n to  us, so as to 
p re se rv e  fo r a ll tim e  a c irc u m s ta n tia l s to ry  o f  th e  “  g re a t ca ta s tro p h e .’’ 
M ay w e n o t a ssu m e  th a t  th e  n am e g iv en  b y  th e  C h a ld e a n s  to  the 
e le v e n th  m o n th  o f  th e ir  j-ea r—“ M aled ic tio n  a n d  R a in ” —was 
in te n d e d  fo r a p e rp e tu a l m em o ria l o f  th e  sam e ev e n t ?

T h e  d e ta ils  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  M eso p o tam ian  tra d i t io n  need 
tro u b le  u s  b u t  lit tle . T h e  te n  P a tr ia rc h s  a n d  th e ir  con tem poraries 
m ay  s till  be p e rm itte d  to  rem a in  ac tu a l M eso p o tam ian  personalities, 
o r  d y n as tie s , o r  a s tro n o m ica l eras, a n d  s ti ll  th e  D e lu g e  h a v e  taken 
p lace  m o re  th a n  fo u r th o u sa n d  m iles  aw ay from  th e  reg io n  where 
th e y  flou rished . A n d  a lth o u g h  it is now  a b o u t e lev en  th o u sa n d  five 
h u n d re d  y ea rs  s in c e  th e  D e lu g e  to o k  p lace , th o se  v e n e ra b le  heroes 
m ay  v e ry  w ell h av e  flo u rish ed  o n ly  from  fo u r to  five th o u sa n d  years 
ago , as c o m p u ted  by  A rc h b ish o p  U s h e r ; m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  after 
A tla n tis ,  i ts  palaces, te m p le s , c itie s, farm s, an d  m in es, to g e th e r  with 
its  p eo p le , th e i r  ru le rs , sages, an d  p rie s ts , h ad  d isa p p ea re d  beneath  
th e  w av es o f  th e  ocean .

I t  is ea sy  to  follow  u p  g e n e ra lly  th e  p ro b a b le  c o u rse  o f  evehts. 
A fte r  th e  “ g re a t c a ta s tro p h e ,” som e su rv iv o r  o r  su rv iv o rs  found 
th e i r  w ay  u p  th e  M e d ite rra n e a n  ; ex a c tly  how  is o f  l i t t le  o r  no  conse
q u e n c e  ; p e rh a p s  even  th e  v e r ita b le  N o ah  a n d  h is  so n s  w ere  actual 
su rv iv o rs  ; h o w ev er th a t  m ay  be, th e  p eo p le  a m o n g s t w hom  they 
p assed  th e  re m a in in g  y ea rs  o f  th e ir  liv e s— k n o w in g  n o th in g  of



Merlin o r  o f  su c h  few  o th e r  A tla n te a n s  as h a d  m a n ag e d  to  rea ch  th e  
coasts o f  A m erica , I re la n d , o r  Ib e r ia , a n d  b e liev in g  th e se  to  be th e  
sole su rv iv o rs  o f  th e  c a ta c ly sm — w ould  re g a rd  th e m  as sp ec ia l 
favourites o f  P r o v id e n c e ; a n d  w o u ld  p e rh a p s  even  w h ile  th e se  
heroes liv ed  (c e rta in ly  a f te r  d e a th  h a d  c la im ed  th e m ), w o rsh ip  th e m  
as gods, o r  v e n e ra te  th e m  as p ro p h e ts  o r  m ag ic ian s . A n d  th e  s to ry  
of th is m a rv e llo u s  escap e  from  th e  w ra th  o f  O m n ip o te n c e  w ould , 
in an u n lite ra ry  a g e —lik e  th e  A r th u r ia n  le g en d , a n d  th e  P ro p h e c ie s  
of M erlin—in  th e  co u rse  o f  a  v e ry  few  g e u e ra tio n s , rece iv e  local 
colouring, h e n c e  th e  re fe ren c e  to  th e  “ M o u n ta in  o f  A r a r a t a n d  
with it  w ou ld , in  co u rse  o f  tim e, be in c o rp o ra te d  o th e r  le g e n d s  th e  
origins o f  w h ich  n eed  n o t be tra c e d  here , su c h  as th o se  o f  th e  A rk , 
the R aven , a n d  th e  D ove. A u d  by  a n d  bye, m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  p e rh a p s  
after th e  o r ig in a l h e ro e s  h ad  d e p a r te d  th is  life, a b a rd  aro se  w ho 
translated th e  le g en d  in to  th e  rea lm s o f fancy, a n d  c ry s ta llis in g  it 
into p o e try , t r a n sm itte d  th e  s to ry  to  us in  th e  form  w ith  w h ich  w e 
are fam iliar.

H ere  I  m u s t leave fu r th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th is  in te re s tin g  
subject fo r th e  p re se n t. P e rh a p s  on a fu tu re  occasion  I m ay  h av e  
an o p p o rtu n ity  o f d isc u ss in g  som e o f th e  A tla n te a n  reco rd s  w h ich  
have been  u n e a r th e d  in  C e n tra l A m erica .

THE FIRE-TEMPLE IN ITS ESOTERIC ASPECT.
H E  fire - tem p le  o f th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  is o n e  o f  th e  n o b le s t re lig io u s

in s titu te s  w h ich  th e  h u m a n  m in d  h as  dev ised  to  co m m u u e  
with th e  Ineffab le . T o  e n te r  i t  b r in g s  in  a  h o s t o f  h o ly  a s so c ia tio n s  
of the  L ig h t w ith in  a n d  th e  L ig h t w ith o u t. I n  th e  adytum , in  a 
silver or b ra ss  c e n se r  on  a  m a rb le  s ta n d  is e n th ro n e d  th e  sac red  F ire , 
fed day a n d  n ig h t by  sandalw ood , e v e r  p o in tin g  u p w ard s, lif tin g  th e  
soul of th e  w o rsh ip p e r  to  th o se  re g io n s  w h ere  th e  O ne F ire  h a th  its  
home, a n d  w h ere  i t  b u rn e th  in  u n d y in g  g lo ry  for th e  m a in te n a n c e  
of the K osm os. T h e  b r i l l ia n t  s p a rk s  w h ich  sh o o t fo rth  in  a ll d ire c 
tions from  th e  to n g u e  o f  th e  flam e a re  sy m b o lic  o f  th e  h u m a n  
monads th a t  h av e  becom e se p a ra te d  from  th e  L ogos, th e  g re a t flam e 
of Life. O n  th e  g ro u n d se l o f  th e  room  w h ere  th e  fire  b u rn s —to  th e  
Zoroastrian th e  v e ry  em blem  o f  th e  c re a to r , th e  crow n o f  p u r ity , th e  
dispeller o f  d a rk n e ss , th e  u p lif te r  o f  th e  E te rn a l  L ife in  m a n —are  
laid m any  a  p ray e rfu l h ea d  th a t  bow s low  to  th c  v isib le  effu lgence 
of the G od in v is ib le , Atro Ahurc Mcizadao Pootlua. F ire , th e  S on  o f 
God, is G od  h e re  below , th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f H is  F a th e r , th e  g iv e r  
of bliss, th e  b en e fac to r  o f  m a n k in d , au d  th e  L ig h t an d  L ife o f  th e  
Universe.

B ut w h a t is m o st re m a rk a b le  is th e  c o n sec ra tio n  o f th e  F ire  to  
which so  m a n y  p o u r fo rth  th e ir  deep  a sp ira tio n s , even in  th e se  d ay s 
of sp ir itu a l d ec lin e , to  see  th e ir  A h u ra  M azda th e re in . T h e  firm
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faitli o f  th e  fo llow ers o f  th e  B ac trian  sage is th a t  H e  w as th e  Light* 
b e a re r  o f  H eav en , th a t  H is  m essage  w as L ig h t, a n d  th a t th e y  all 
a re , in  th e  lo n g  ru n , d e s tin e d  to  be c h ild ren  o f  L i g h t ; for o f  all the 
e lem e n ts , F ire  is th e  o n ly  o n e  w h ich  ev e r p o in ts  upw ards, a u d  He 
w ho  b ro u g h t F ire  from  H ea v en  d rove m oral an d  sp ir itu a l darkness 
o u t o f th e  w orld . W h e n  a new  fire -tem p le  is to  be  b u ilt ,  p rep a
ra tio n s  a re  m ade m o n th s  before, to  co llec t fire from  a ll q u a r te rs , from 
a r tisa n s  an d  from  a ll c lasses o f  h u m a n  beings. F ire  is to  b e  taken 
from  th e  h e a r th s  o f  th e  k in g  a n d  th e  b e g g a r ; from  th o se  o f  the 
m ason , th e  b la ck -sm ith , th e  p o tte r , th e  c a rp e n te r , th e  g o ld sm ith , of 
th e  S 'u d ra  castes  ; n o t to  m e n tio n  th e  fire p ro d u ce d  from  th e  flint. 
F ire  from  th e  fu n era l p j re, a n d  from  a tre e  se t ab laze  in  th e  ju n g le  
b y  a  l ig h tn in g  flash  a re  also  im p ressed  in to  se rv ice . I t  is  very 
cu rio u s  a n d  in s tru c tiv e  to  m a rk  th e  v a rio u s  so u rces  from  w h ich  fire 
is b ro u g h t in  an d  ac c u m u la te d  fo r rev e re n ce  a n d  w o rsh ip  b y  the 
fo llow ers o f  th e  P ro p h e t o f  P u rity . B u t th e  lesson  w h ich  these 
vario u s fires in te rb le n d e d  in to  O ne lu m in o u s  W h o le , h a s  to  im part, 
lie s  in  th e  fact th a t  th e  O ne L ife is  to  b e  w o rsh ip p ed , th ro u g h o u t the 
u n iv e rse , th o u g h  i t  m ay  be h id  in  m a n y  form s. I t  m a y  n o t be 
am iss  to  m e n tio n  h e re  th a t  th e  co llec tio n s  o f  f ire  from  all th e  n a tu ra l 
d iv is io n s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  is ty p ic a l o f  th e  m y riad  s ta te s  o f  conscious
ness, w h ich  a ll s p r in g  from  on e  S o u rce , a n d  a re  m e a n t to  be 
id e n tic a l w ith  it. T h e  lim ite d  co n sc io u sn esses  a re  to  be tu rn e d  into 
A l l  S e lf-consc iousness , an d  th is  h as  to  be d o n e  by  to ta llin g  th e m  all 
u p  in  o n e  form  as it  is re p re se n te d  in th e  fire -tem p le . T h e  un ited  
fires in  th e  cen se r, f ig u re  th e  L ogos, th e  ce n tra l co n sc io u sn ess  o f the 
U n iv e rse  ; a n d  w h a t th e  w o rsh ip p e r is en jo in ed  to  p ay  ad o ra tio n  to. is 
to  th e  one u n lim ite d  co n sc io u sn e ss  in o rd e r  th a t  h e  m ay  b e  one 
th e re w ith .

O rien ta l fa ith s  live  in  th e ir  te m p le s  ; each  te m p le  w as m e an t to 
rem in d  th e  d ev o tee  th a t  h e  is s ta n d in g  th e re  in  th e  v e ry  presence 
o f  a liv in g  G od. T he P a rsee  fire -tem p le  is 110 ex c ep tio n  to  the 
g e n e ra l ru le .

“ H e  th a t  h a th  ea rs  to  h e a r  le t h im  h e a r .”
Z o r o a s t r i a n .



S b c o s o p b ?  t i t  a l l  l a n d s .

E U R O P E .

L o n d o n , F e b r u a r y  28///, 1901.

The p a s s in g  o f  th e  G reat Q u een  w a s th e  o n e  th o u g h t  in  th e  m in d s  
of E nglish  m en  an d  w o m en  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  m o n th  w h ic h  
has ju st p a ssed . N e v er  in th e  w o r ld ’s  h is to r y  h a s  su c h  a w a v e  o f  e m o tio n  
swept th r o u g h  e v e r y  c o n t in e n t  an d  is la n d  a s  d u r in g  th e  w e e k s  th a t  h a v e  
just g o n e  b y .  W e h a v e  w itn e sse d  so m e th in g  u n iq u e  in  th e  w o r ld ’s  lo n g  
story, and , to  th e  e y e s  o f  th o se  to  w h o m  th e  rea lm s o f  fe e lin g  b eco m e  
objective, th e  s ig h t  o f  a  w o r ld ’s e m o tio n  c o n c en tra te d  on o n e  p a s s in g  e g o  
must su r e ly  h a v e  b e e n  a  n e v e r -to -b e -fo rg o tte n  e x p e r ien ce . T h e  th o u g h t  
that w ill  sh a p e  i t s e l f  in  th e  m in d  o f  e v e r y  th e o so p h is t  w ill be  a s tr o n g  
desire th a t  th e  m ig h ty  su rg e  o f  f e e l in g  m a y  be u t i l is e d  for th e  w o r ld 's  
uplifting, an d  th e  g r e a te s t ,  g r a n d e st  tr ib u te  th a t  c o u ld  a w a it th e  q u e e n ly  
soul w h ic h  h a s  p a ssed  o u t o f  p h y s ic a l k e n , w o u ld  be th e  r ec o g n it io n  
from th e  r eg io n  o f  c lea rer  v is io n  w h ere  sh e  r e s ts  th a t  b o th  h er  life  and  
the m a n n er  o f  h er  le a v in g  it  had  te n d e d  to  “ m a k e  th e  p eo p le s  o n e .” 
Next to  th e  c o n sc io u sn e s s  th a t  th e  v e ry  a ir  w a s  v ib ra n t w ith  a s tr o n g  
em otion— a s w h en  on F eb ru a ry  th e  first an d  se c o n d , th e  fu n era l r ite s  o f  
the E m p ress Q u een  w ere  p erfo rm ed — w a s th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  fact th a t  
the T e u to n ic  race w a s b e in g  draw n in to  c lo se r  sy m p a th y  in  it s  sev era l  
branches, b y  rea so n  o f  th e  fa m ily  b o n d  w h ic h  l in k e d  it s  ru lers in a c o m 
mon sorrow . W h a te v e r  h a p p en s in  th e  w o r ld ’s  n ea r  fu tu re  to  stra in  
the re la tio n sh ip s  b e tw e en  th e  A n g lo -S a x o n  a n d  th e  G erm an sp e a k in g  
branches o f  th e  o n e  g r ea t race, o n e  c a n n o t b u t fee l th a t  e v e n ts  m u s t  
shape th e m se lv e s  d iffe re n tly  from  w h a t th e y  m ig h t  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  n o t  
this flood o f  co m m o n  fe e lin g  h ew n  o u t  c h a n n e ls  w h ic h  it  m a y  w e ll  be  
that th e  G rea t O n es w h o  w a tch  th e  d e s t in ie s  o f  m en  can  u t i l is e  for th e  
welfare o f  th e  fu tu re . S u c h  h op e, a t le a s t , w e  m u st a ll ch e r ish , an d  
strive to  k e e p  a l ig h t  th e  to rch  o f  a m ity  w h ic h  s y m p a th y  h a s  k in d led . 
As tim e  p a s se s  an d  h is to r y  is  b e in g  w r itten  a ll arou n d  u s  w e m a y  b e 
gin to  u n d e rs ta n d  i f  w e  w ill  b u t  o p en  w id e  ou r  e y e s , th e  in n er  pu rp ose  
of th at T h e o so p h ic a l M o v em en t w h ic h , a la s, so  m a n y  h a v e  co n fo u n d e d  
with p se u d o -o c c u lt ism  or  p erso n a l sa lv a tio n .

A s to  th e  o u ter  form  o f  th e  M o v em en t, h ere, in  E n g la n d , a ll g o e s  
pretty m u c h  a s  u su a l. R e g u la r  m e e t in g s  o f  lo d g e s , e x tr a  c la s se s  for  
special s tu d ie s , a fter n o o n s  for in q u irers , an d  a ll th e  res t o f  it . M r. 
Herbert B u rro w s h a s  j u s t  c o m p le te d  a  se r ie s  o f  four p op u lar  S u n d a y  
evening le c tu r e s  a t A lb em a r le  S t . E a ch  le c tu r e  h a s  b een  cro w d ed  a n d  
Mr. B u rrow s h a s  lec tu r ed  in  h is  c le a r  a n d  fo rc ib le  fa sh io n  w ith  w h ic h  
we w ere fo r m e r ly  so  fa m ilia r  a n d  a ll g la d  to  m e e t  a g a in .

Mr. D y n e  h a s  c o n d u cte d  a se r ie s  o f  s ix  W e d n e sd a y  e v e n in g  c la s se s  
having for  th e ir  o b je c t th e  illu s tr a t io n  o f  th e o so p h ic a l t e a c h in g s  b y  
m odem  sc ie n t if ic  resea rch . T h e  in s tr u c tio n  g iv e n  h a s  b een  m o st  h e lp fu l



to  m a n y  an d  g r e a tly  ap p rec ia ted . T h e  su c c e s s  o f  th e  c la s se s  in d ica tes  
h o w  m u ch  m ig h t be  a cco m p lish ed  b y  fu rth er  w ork  a lo n g  th is  lin e .

A m em b er  o f  th e  L on d on  L o d g e  h a s  su cc e ed ed  in  s ta r t in g  a  c la s s  for 
th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o so p h y  a t o n e  o f  th e  b e st  k n o w n  o f  th e  W o m e n ’s  S o c ia l 
C lu b s, an d  th e  V ic e -P r e s id e n t o f  th e  T . S . h a s  j u s t  le c tu r ed  to  the  
m em b ers o f  th e  “ P io n e e r ,” o n e  o f  th e  e a r lie s t  an d  m o st  p r o g r ess iv e  o f 
th e se  c lu b s .

C o n fer en ce s  o f  th e  N o rth  o f  E n g la n d  a n d  S o u th -W e ste rn  F ed era tio n s  
o f  T. S . L o d g e s  h a v e  b een  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  m o n th . T h e  first w a s  v is i t 
ed  b y  Mr. an d  M rs. M ead a s  r ep re se n ta tiv es  o f  o u r  S e c tio n a l H ea d 
q u arters, and  th e  se c o n d  b y  D r. W e lls .

M r. M ead h a s  b een  g iv in g  a co u r se  o f  le c tu r e s  on T u e sd a y  a fter 
n o o n s d u r in g  F eb ru a ry , on  “ T h e  G n o sis  a c co r d in g  to  it s  F r ie n d s .”  The  
a tten d a n ce  h a s  been  g o o d  an d  in d ic a te s  th a t  in te r e s t  is  b e in g  a w a k en ed  
in  th e  bran ch  o f  th e o so p h ic a l in v e s t ig a t io n  w ith  w h ic h  Mr. M ead  is 
s p e c ia lly  co n cern ed

G en er a lly  sp ea k in g , in d eed , th ere  se e m s  n o  reason  to  c o m p la in  that 
a tte n tio n  is  n o t  b e in g  g iv e n  to  th e  su b je c ts  w ith  w h ic h  w e  d e a l a t  our 
m e e tin g s , for o n e  h a s  o n ly  to  g la n c e  c a su a lly  th r o u g h  a p ile  o f  n e w s
papers and  m a g a z in e s  to  se e  h o w  in  e v e r y  d irec tio n  m o re  resp ectfu l  
tr ea tm e n t is  b e in g  m eted  o u t to  th e  t h in g s  c o m m o n ly  c a lle d  “ o c c u lt” 
th a n  w a s e v er  th e  c a se  in  p a st y ea rs . It is  tru e  w e  s t i l l  find  th e  4 s i l ly ’ 
a n d  w o u ld -b e  ‘ sm a rt ’ paragraph , b u t n o t n e a r ly  so  o ften  a s  fo rm erly . 
A s for th e  w orld  o f  sc ie n c e , u n d er  th e  lea d er sh ip  o f  a  v e r y  fe w  real 
in v e s t ig a to r s  i t  is  m a k in g  g ig a n t ic  s tr id e s  in  our d ir ec tio n  a n d  seem s  
d e s t in e d  to  prove  o c c u lt  tr u th s  up  to  th e  h i l t  in  a  fa sh io n  l i t t le  c o n te m 
p la ted  b y  it s  p resen t rank  an d  file , an d  n o t h a l f  su ff ic ie n tly  r e a lise d  by 
th e o so p h is ts  th e m se lv e s . A n en o r m o u s a m o u n t o f  w ork  h a s  b een  d o n e  for 
u s, and  y e t  th e  la b o u r  o f  s y n th e s iz in g  th e  r e su lts  o f  r ec en t in v e s t ig a 
t io n s  w ith  th e  p r ic e le ss  tr ea su re s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w isd o m  is  a tte m p te d  by 
th e  v e ry  few  w h o  h a v e  rea lised  th a t  o n ly  b y  o p e n in g  ou r  e y e s  w id e  on 
th e  v is ib le  sh a ll  w e  b eco m e a b le  to  k n o w  th e  in v is ib le , a s th e  T alm ud  
in s is te d  c e n tu r ie s  a g o .

A . B . C.

N E W  Z E A L A N D .

T h e  A n n u a l M ee tin g  o f  th e  D u n ed in  B ranch  w a s h e ld  on F eb ru ary  
btli, and th e  fo l lo w in g  officers w ere  e le c te d  for  th e  e n su in g  y e a r : — 
P r e s id e p t—M r. G . R ich a rd so n . S e c re ta ry — Mr. A . W . M anrais (A d dress, 
R a v e n sb o u m e , D u n e d in ). V ic e -P r e s id e n ts— M isse s  C h r istie  and  B urton. 
T reasu rer— M iss S to n e . L ib ra ria n —M iss D a lz ie l .

D u r in g  th e  h o lid a y  se a so n  c la s se s  h a v e  b een  su sp en d e d , b u t are now  
r esu m in g  w ork .

T h e  D u n ed in  d e le g a te s  to  th e  C o n v en tio n  m a d e  q u ite  a  s ta y  in 
A u ck la n d  and g a v e  sev era l le c tu r e s  ; M iss C h r istie  a lso  lec tu red  in W el
lin g to n  on  h er  w a y  h o m e.

M rs. D raffin  lec tu red  in  A u ck la n d  on F eb ru a ry  3rd, h er  su b je c t  being, 
“ H a s  m an  a S o u l ? ” Mr. S . S tu a r t  on F eb ru a ry  io th , “ on  T e le p a th y .” 
M u sic , s in g in g , and  r ea d in g s’lm ve b een  a d d ed  to  th e  le c tu r e s  a t th e  A u ck 
la n d  B ranch  p u b lic  m e e t in g s  and  th is  h a s  proved  p op u lar, th e  m eetin g s  
b e in g  cro w d ed .



Mrs. R ic h m o n d  lec tu red  in  W e ll in g to ifo n  “ H o w  o n r Id ea ls  b eco m e  
F ad s,” a n d  Mr. A . \V . M aura is in  D u n ed in  on “ T h e  K v o lu tio n  o f  
T h e o lo g y .”

A M E R IC A N  N O T K S.

L etters from  C h ic a g o  and  N e w  Y ork  te ll  u s  o f  th e  v ery  su c c e s s fu l  
tour m ad e b y  Mr. L e a d b e a te r  an d  o f  th e  ren ew ed  a c t iv it ie s , e sp e c ia l ly  
in stu d y , c o n se q u e n t  u p on  it. T h e  m em b ers o f  th e  C h ic a g o  B ranch  are  
co n tem p la tin g  th e  preparation  o f  a  g e n e ra l in d e x  to  T h e o so p h ic a l b o o k s, 
other b r a n c h e s  an d  m e m b er s  a t la rg e  b e in g  a sk e d  to  a id  in  th e  w o rk . 
Mr. F . E . T itu s , o f  T o ro n to , is  v is i t in g  th e  b ra n c h e s  in  th e  C en tra l 
States. D r. M ary W e e k s  B u r n e tt  sp e n t  so m e  m o n th s  in th e  E a st, 
w orking in  N e w  Y ork  C it}', B o sto n , P h ila d e lp h ia  an d  W a sh in g to n . M rs. 
Kate B u ffin g to n  D a v is  w a s  to  tra v e l to  th e  P acific  C oast, p rob ab ly  
arriv ing a t S a n  F ra n c isc o  a b o u t th e  t im e  C o lo n e l O lco tt rea ch ed  th ere  
from H o n o lu lu .

■ R e v i e w s .

W IS D O M  O F  T H E  A G ES.*

T h is  i s  o n e  o f  th e  la te s t  w o r k s from  th e  sp ir itu a lis t ic  p ress, and  
claim s t o  h a v e  e m a n a ted  from  au  e g o  w h o  liv e d  in  C en tra l A m erica , a t  
some p er io d  in  th e  d is ta n t  p ast. T h e  te a c h in g s  h a v e  an e le v a te d  to n e , 
are far a b o v e  th e  a v e ra g e  g ra d e  o f  s p ir itu a lis t ic  litera tu re , an d  so m e  o f  
the c h a p te r s  are c le a r ly  th e o so p h ic a l in ch a ra cter  ; for in s ta n c e  w e  
find on p a g e  15 , th e  fo l lo w in g  :

“ In f in ite  p o s s ib il it ie s  s lu m b er  in  e v e r y 'h u m a n  so u l. T h e se  are  
w rought o u t  th r o u g h  m a n y  in c a rn a tio n s .

Y e m a y  h a v e  a lre a d y  tro d  th e  d u s t  o f  m a n y  w o r ld s.
B ut h e  o f  l i t t le  fa ith  -says : * I f  th is  b e  tr u e  w h y  d o  I n o t reca ll p r e 

vious e m b o d im e n ts  ?’
In a n sw e r , Z erto u lem  w o u ld  sa y  : M a n y  d o  d im ly  se e  a s  in  a g la s s  

the fa in t sh a d o w s  o f  p a st e x p e r ien ce s . B u t l if e  h o ld s  w ith in  i t s e l f  th e  
results o f  a ll  e x p e r ie n c e s .

It i s  w is e  to  a sser t  w h a t th e  sp ir it  p e r ce iv e s  ; an d  he  w h o  is  rea d y  
to receiv e  w ill  a ccep t.

T h e p ro p h et sp ea k s  for a ll m e n —b u t a ll m en  are n o t  y e t  rea d y  to  
receive h is  w ord s.

Be p a t ie n t  i f  th e  w orld  r ec e iv e  n o t t h y  m e s s a g e ; i f  it  be  o f  th e  sp ir it , 
thou c a n s t  afford to  b id e  t h y  tim e , for so o n er  or la ter  t l ie  w orld  w ill  
listen for  t h y  v o ic e .”

A n d  o n  p a g e  74 w e  read  :
“ T h in k  n o t th a t  a ll th e  k n o w le d g e  rep ea ted  th r o u g h  illu m in a te d  

ones w a s  a c q u ired  e ith e r  in  on e  e m b o d im e n t, or  w h ile  a tta ch ed  to  o n e  
world.

S p ir it c a lls  n o  w o r ld  h o m e , b u t  h a s  b een  a tr a v e lle r  from  r em o te st  
tim e a lo n g  an in f in ite  jo u r n e y .

* Automatically transcribed by George A. Fuller, »\1. D., Bannc*r of Light 
Publishing Co., Boston, Price, Rs. 3 .



Y et ca p r ice  a n d  fa n c y  p la y  n o  p art in  th e s e  w a n d e r in g s .
L aw  c o n tr o ls  all th in g s ,  an d  order r e ig n s  th r o u g h o u t  a ll u n iv erses.
T h e  l ife  th a t  is  is  w ille d  to  be b y  H ig h e r  P o w ers.
W h a t i f  so m e  s a y : T h is  is  th e  o n ly  l ife , th e  f ir s t  an d  la s t  in ca rn a tio n .
D o  n o t s to p  to  d isp u te  w ith  th e m . T h o u  c a n s t  n o t  m a k e  th e m  see  

a s  th o u  se e s t .
W a it, and th e y  w ill g ro w  to  t h y  th o u g h t .
B u t k e e p  n o t  th y  th o u g h t  to  th y s e lf .  U tte r  i t  in  w orld  la n g u a g e  

and i t  sh a ll  v ib ra te  o n  and  th r o u g h  th e  w o r ld  u n t il  a ll  p r e ju d ic e  shall 
be o v erco m e, an d  so u ls  sh a ll  b eco m e  resp o n s iv e  to  i t s  h a rm o n io u s notes.

S tu d y  th in e  o w n  so u l, p on d er  w e ll it s  le s so n s , b e fore  th o u  art ready  
to  a ccep t th e  le s so n s  th a t  o th e r s  m a y  offer.

I f  thou  a r t illum inated , thou  w ilt assim ilate th e  food th y  soul needs.
G iv e  ra im en t, m a ter ia l food  an d  sh e lte r  to  th e  p h y s ic a l b o d y , but 

g iv e  th e  so u l u n m ea su red  lo v e  an d  k n o w le d g e .”
T h e  c h a p ter  o n  S ile n c e  c o n ta in s  v a lu a b le  th o u g h ts .  W e q u o te  a few 

paragraphs from  p a g e  58 :
“ In th e  S ile n c e  g e n iu se s  are b o rn ?  O ut o f  th e  in f in ite  d ep th s  of 

S ile n c e  p ro ceed s a ll th a t  is.
W h en  I w a lk  w ith  th e e , O h, so u l, in to  th e  S ile n c e , a w e  a n d  reverence  

a b id e  w ith  m e.
F o r  th a t  w h ic h  is  fo rm less, u n crea ted , rea d y  for th e  M aster, fills  me 

w ith  aw e.
S ta n d  I th u s  in  th e  S ile n c e  in  th e  p r esen ce  o f  d ep th s  a b y sm a l and  

fr o n tin g  u n m ea su ra b le  H e ig h ts .
T h e  w a ters from  th e  g r ea t D e p th s  su rro u n d  m e. P lu n g e , O h, sou l, 

b en ea th  th e  m ight}* su r g in g  w a v es , an d  c o m e  u p  o u t o f  th e m  pu rified .
C lea v e  w ith  t h y  w in g s , O h, so u l, th e  e th e rs  th a t  e n c ir c le  the  

H e ig h ts , and  be g lo r ified  b y  th e  l ig h t  th a t  g lo w s  and  p la y s  fo r e v e r  above  
th e ir  su m m its .

In to  th e  S ile n c e  an d  c o m m u n e  w ith  s e l f ; find th e r e  th y  m ission  
in  th e  w o r ld .

T h ere  le t  th e  m e ssa g e  co m e  to  th e e  th a t  th o u  s h a lt  g iv e  u n to  those  
w h o  h a v e  b eco m e  se e k e r s  a fte r  th e  l ig h t .

In to  th e  S ile n c e , O h, so u l, and  th e r e  find  th e  g lo w in g  p a th w a y  of 
th e  sp ir it .”

T h e  fo r eg o in g  e x tra c ts  i llu s tr a te  th e  g e n e ra l ch a ra cter  o f  th e  book . 
It is  d iv id e d  in to  fifty  ch a p ters  a v e r a g in g  m ore th a n  fo u r  p a g e s  each. 
T h e  p u b lish ers  h a v e  d o n e  th e ir  w ork  cre d ita b ly .

T h e  sy m b o l o f  th e  five  p o in ted  star , h o w ev er , a s  p r in ted  on  th e  cover, 
rep resen ts  b la ck  m a g ic , th e  tw o  “ h o rn s o f  e v il ”  b e in g  a t th e  to p . Had 
it  b een  in v e r te d — o n e  p o in t o n ly  b e in g  a b o v e  a n d  in  th e  c en tre , to  repre
se n t  th e  u p w a rd -rea ch in g  flam e o f  sp ir it— it w o u ld  h a v e  had  an  en tire ly  
d ifferen t an d  m u ch  m ore d esir a b le  s ig n if ic a t io n . T h e  e n tire  figu re, as 
it  s ta n d s , is  a  c u r io u s  m e d le y  o f  sy m b o ls . I t  is  m ore u su a l to  se e  the  
T a u  w ith in  an in te r la ce d  d o u b le  tr ia n g le , and  th e  c irc le , r ep resen tin g  
e te r n ity , su rr o u n d in g  th e  w h o le .

W . A . E .



W e are g la d  to  a n n o u n ce  th e  rece ip t o f  a  n ew  tr a n s la tio n  in  prose  o f  
U ttararim a C h a rita  o f  B h a v a b h u ti b y  Mr. T . K. B & lasubram ania A iy e r ,
B.A. T h is  d ram a a s is  w e ll  k n o w n  is  o n e  o f  th e  b e st  in  S a n sk r it  l ite r a 
ture, it b e in g  th e  o p in io n  o f  so m e  th a t  it  ev en  su rp a sse s  th e  b e s t  p ro d u c
tions o f  th e  ren o w n ed  Kdlid& sa. T h e  tra n sla to r  h a s  p refixed  to  h is  
little v o lu m e  an in tr o d u c tio n  c o n ta in in g  sh o rt e x p la n a tio n s  o f  so m e  o f  
the principal term s o f  d ra m a tu rg y , n o te s  on  th e  a u th o r ’s  l ife , th e  n a tu re  
and th e  a r g u m e n t o f  th e  p la y , and  ch a ra cter  sk e tc h e s  o f  so m e  o f  
the principal d ra m a tis  personae. H e  h a s  a lso  ap p en d ed  a t th e  en d  a  
short ep ito m e  o f  th e  s to r y  a s  i t  app ears in  th e  R&m&yana. T h e  tr a n s la 
tion m ay b e  th o u g h t  so m e w h a t to o  c lo se , b u t w e  c o n fid e n tly  h o p e  th a t  
it will p rove  u se fu l to  s tu d e n ts .

C H A R A K A  S A M H IT A .
W e are in  r ec e ip t  o f  parts X X I . X X I I .  a n d  X X I I I .  o f  th e  E n g lish  

translation o f  C h a ra k a  S a m h ita , th e  w e ll k n o w n  w ork  on H in d u  M ed ica l 
Science, p u b lish e d  b y  Mr. A . C. K a v ira tn a . T h e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e s e  th r e e  
parts w ill  prove h ig h ly  in te r e s t in g  to  th e  g e n e ra l read er  w h o  d e s ir e s  to  
obtain an in s ig h t  in to  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  sp e c u la t io n s  in d u lg e d  in  b y  th e  
Hindu p h ilo so p h e r s  o f  o ld  upon  su ch  q u e s t io n s  a s  t h e  o r ig in  o f  L ife , th e  
nature o f  th e  S o u l or S e l f  an d  i t s  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  e x ter n a l  
universe. M a n y  p h ilo so p h ic a l o b ser v a tio n s  o f  d e e p  in te r e s t  o ccu r  in  
these p a g e s  a n d  a  s tu d e n t  o f  S& nkhya p h ilo so p h y  w ill  profit m u ch  b y  
reading th e s e  p a rts  in  p a rticu lar .

It is  h ig h ly  d esira b le  th a t  su ch  u se fu l p u b lic a tio n s  sh o u ld  be free  
from su ch  ty p o g r a p h ic a l m is ta k e s  as are fo u n d  h ere  an d  th ere  in  th e  
book.

G. K. S .

M A G A Z IN E S .

In T he T h e o so p h ic a l R ev ie iv  for  M arch, w e  find a m o n g  th e  W a tch -  
Tower item s , a  p ro test a g a in s t  th e  a ssu m p tio n  b y  in d iv id u a ls , o f  th e  
right to  s ta te  w h a t T h e o so p h is ts  b e lie v e . A s th e  u tm o s t  freed om  o f  
belief is  to ler a ted , and  is  o n e  o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p r in c ip le s  o f  our  
Society, th e  p ro te st  i s  a  v ery  proper o n e . T h e  in te r e s t in g  d ia lo g u e , b y
S. E. C ., i s  c o n c lu d e d . “ T h e  V e n g e a n c e  o f  P a sh t” is  a  b r ie f  ro m an ce, 
by M iss F a lk n e n  In “ T h e  S a y in g s  o f  an  In d ia n  S a g e ,” A . H . W ard  
gives a  sh o r t  r e v ie w  o f  th e  la te  P ro fesso r  M ax M u ller ’s w ork , ‘‘ R am a  
K rishna; H is  L ife  an d  S a y in g s ,” an d  q u o te s  a  few  p a g e s  o f  th e se  
‘ S a y in g s .’ “ P la n es  o f  C o n sc io u sn e s s ,” b y  D r. F . S . P itt-T a y lo r ,  
though a sh o r t  a r tic le , a b o u n d s in s u g g e s t iv e n e s s .  M rs. H a ig  w r ite s  on  
“ R unes an d  O d in ’s  R u n e  S o n g ,” an d  M rs. D u d d in g to n , on  “ T e n ^ 's o n ’s  
'In M em o ria m .’ ”  “ W h a t a T h e o so p h is t  B e lie v e s ,” b y  Dr. A . A . W e lls , 
is a v ery  in te r e s t in g  paper, and  M rs. B e sa n t’s  “ T h o u g h t-P o w e r , it s  
Control a n d  C u ltu r e ,” c o n ta in s  m ore r ea lly  v a lu a b le  in fo r m a tio n  th a n  
can be fo u n d  in  a ll th e  sy s te m s  o f  m n e m o n ic s  e x ta n t , “ T h e  M a rv e llo u s  
A dventures o f  M ich a e l Q u a rm e,” b y  M ich a e l W ood, w ill  app eal to  lo v er s  
of the m a r v e llo u s , an d  “ A T rue In c id e n t ,” b y  A. M. F . C ., illu s tr a te s  

8



th e  d a n g er s  w h ic h  m a y  r e su lt  from  p la c in g  o n e s e lf  o n  to o  c lo s e  term s 
o f  in t im a c y  w ith  th e  d w e lle r s  o f  th e  u n se e n  rea lm s.

Theosophy in A u stra la sia  (F eb ru a ry ) c o n ta in s  M r. S tu d d ’s  
c o n tin u e d  a r t ic le  on  “ C h a n ce  or A c c id e n t ,” o n e  b y  W . G . J o h n , on 
“ Im p er ia lism ,” a n d  a  paper b y  D r. M arq ues, th e  G en era l S ecre ta ry , on 
“ A rch a eo lo g ica l C o rro b o ra tio n s” — a ll v a lu a b le  c o n tr ib u tio n s . Under 
“ Q u e stio n s  a n d  A n sw e r s ,”  E . G reg o ry  h a s  a  few  s t ir r in g  paragraphs on “ T h e  F o u r th  D im e n s io n ,” a th e o r y  w h ic h  h e  s e e s  n o  e a r th ly  (or 
h e a v e n ly )  rea so n  for a c ce p tin g .

The Theosophie Gleaner for F eb ru a ry  c o n ta in s  Mr. S u tcliffe 's  
le c tu r e  on  “ A  L a w  o f  R e p u ls io n ,” an d  Mr. K h an  dal v a la ’s, on  “  Moses 
an d  h is  M iss io n ,”  an a r t ic le  o n  “ V e d a n t,” r ep u b lish ed  from  “  The Ideal 
Review ,”  an d  a  rep ort o f  th e  B en a res  C o n v en tio n  o f  th e  T . S .

The N . Z. Theosophical M agazine  for  F eb ru a ry  c o n ta in s  an 
a r tic le  b y  A le x a n d e r  F u lle r to n , o n  “ U n ity  an d  U n io n  ;” b r ie f  papers 
on  “ T h e  S u c c e s s iv e  L iv es  o f  th e  S o u l ,”  and  “ O n T a k in g  L ife  as it 
C o m e s ,” a n d  a rep ort o f  th e  r ec en t C o n v en tio n  o f  th e  N . Z . S ection , 
T . S . T h e  M a g a zin e  a s  n o w  en la rg e d  and  im p ro v ed  m a k es a  v e r y  cred it
ab le  S e c t io n a l O rgan .

Revue Thiosophique. T h e  F eb ru a ry  is su e  o f  th e  m a g a z in e  o f  our 
e ste e m e d  brother, C o m m a n d a n t C o u rm es, c o n ta in s  m u ch  o f  in terest. 
T h e  o p e n in g  e ssa y  is  from  th e  pen  o f  M rs. B esa n t, th e  o th e r  ch ief  
a r tic le s  b e in g  b y  M r. L ea d b ea ter  a n d  D r. P a sca l. S m a ll ite m s  a n d  re
v ie w s , w ith  a  fu r th er  p o rtion  o f  th e  tr a n s la t io n  o f  th e  “ S e c r e t  Doc
tr in e ,” c o m p le te  th e  n u m b er.

Theosophia. T h e  F eb ru a ry  n u m b er  c o n ta in s  tw o  tr a n s la t io n s  of 
a r tic le s  b y  H . P. B ., o r ig in a lly  p r in ted  in  th e  Theosophist; c o n tin u a tio n s  
o f  “  E so te r ic  B u d d h ism ” an d  “ T ao  te  K in g  “ W h a t T h e o so p h y  does 
for  u s ,” a  le c tu r e  d e liv e r ed  b y  M r. L ea d b e a te r  a t th e  H a g u e  ; “  L o x ,” 
from  Theosophical R eview ; “ B u d d h ism  an d  C h r is t ia n ity ”  ( t r a n s .) ; “ Gems 
from  th e  E a s t ;” B ook R e v ie w s  a n d  N o te s  on th e  T h e o so p h ic a l m o v em en t.

Teosofia, R om e. T h e  a r t ic le  b y  S ig n o r a  C a lv a r i is  c o n t in u e d  in  the  
F eb ru a ry  is su e . I t  i s  fo llo w ed  b y  tr a n s la t io n s  o f  “  P ro b lem s o f  E th ics,"  
b y  M rs. B e a s a n t ; “  R e in c a r n a tio n ,” b y  D r. P a s c a l ; “  C la irv o y a n ce ,” 
b y  M r. L ead b ea ter , an d  n o t ic e s  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t— a lto g e th e r  a n  in ter
e s t in g  n u m b er.

Philadelphia , B u e n o s  A ires . T h e  D ecem b er  is su e  o f  th e  o r g a n  of  
o u r  S o n th  A m erica n  b ro th ers  is  q u ite  u p  to  th e  sta n d a rd  o f  former 
o n e s  a n d  p r e se n ts  sev era l a r t ic le s  w h ic h  are p rofita b le  r ea d in g .

Sophia, M adrid . T h e  F eb ru a ry  n u m b er  is  r ece iv ed , b n t o u r  lim ited  
k n o w le d g e  o f  S p a n ish  p r e v en ts  u s  from  g iv in g  th e  c o n te n ts  in  fu ll .

The C entral H indu College M agazine  for  M arch c o m m e n c e s  a 
se r ie s  o f  a r t ic le s  e n tit le d , “ In  D e fe n c e  o f  H in d u sm .”  T h e  in s ta lm e n t  in 
t h is  is s u e  is  o n  “ Id o la tr y .”  “ T h a t l i t t le  o w l B u r n e s” — M rs. L lo y d ’s 
s to r y —is  v e r y  in te r e s t in g . A m o n g  o th er  m a tter s , th o s e  in  t h e  ed u ca
t io n a l v e in  are, “ On L o c i,”  “ S c ie n c e  j o t t in g s ” a n d  “ A  T a lk  w ith  a 
L ea d  P e n c il .”

A c k n o w le d g e d  w ith  th a n k s  : The Vdhan, The Theosophie Messenger, 
The Golden Chain , L igh t, The B anner o f  L ight, The H arbinger o f  Light, 
The P rasn ottara , The Review o f  Reviews, The M etaphysical Magazine, 
M ind , The New Century, 7'fre Phrenological Journal, The A rena, Health,



Modern Medicine, 1'he L igh t o f  T ruth , The L ig h t o f  the East, D aw n , 
The Indian Jou rn a l o f  Education , The Brahm avddin , The B rahm a - 
char in, Notes an d  Queries, The Buddhist, Jou rn a l o f  the M aha-Bodhi 
Society; a lso  th e  fo llo w in g  p a m p h le t s : “ T h e  S e c o n d  A n n u a l R ep o rt o f  
the C entra l H in d u  C o lle g e ,”  w h ic h  c o n ta in s , a m o n g  o th e r  m a tter , th e  
speeches o f  M rs. B e sa n t  an d  D r. R ich a rd so n , d e liv e r ed  a t th e  S e c o n d  
A nniversary m e e t in g  o f  th e  C o l le g e ; “ T h e  S o la r  S y s te m  : R o o ts  a n d  
Pow ers,” rep rin ted  from  Notes and Queries ; and  “ T h e  N a tio n a l M ove
ment in  M odern  E u r o p e ” - a  lec tu r e  d e liv ered  b y  K. S u n d a ra ra m a  
Aiyar, m .a .,  K u m b a k o n a m .

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
“ T h o u g h t s ,  l i k e  t h e  p o l l e n  o f  f l o w e r s ,  l e a v e  o n e  b r a i n  a n d  f a s t e n  t o  a n o t h e r . ”

To the Editor, Theosophist : —May I trouble you 
A sure cure to kindly find a corner, am ongst “ Cuttings and

fo r  Comments,” for the following reputed cure for H y-
Hydropkobia. drophobia ? It was communicated to me by an ac

quaintance who him self had it from a “ Sanyasi” or 
Hindu ascetic. H e has used it a good many times, and in no case, 
so far as he is aware, has it ever proved a failure. To my own know
ledge, four individuals on whom he tried it are still alive and well, 
although they were bitten, some ten, aud others fourteen years ago, 
by dogs which were 
unmistakably rabid 
and which subse
quently b it other men 
and animals who died 
from the effects of the 
bite.

T he remedy em
ployed is the leaf of a 
variety of Acacia, 
known in the  Deccan 
by the H industani 
name of D ew ana  
Babool. I t  grows wild, 
and is tolerably com
mon. I enclose a 
rough pen-and-ink 
sketch, showing the 
fruit, leaves, and flow
ers of the tree. The 
fruit is a  sort of bean ; 
not unlike a good sized 
green chilly, in size, 
shape and colour. The 
flower is a mere ball 
or button of down of a 
lemon yellow colour.*
The leaves somewhat 
resemble those of the 
ordinary M im osa or 
sensitive plant, which will I th ink, enable you to recognise it

9  [ O u r  a r t i s t  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  d a i s i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  b a l l s  o l  d o w n , — E d . ]



when you see it. I should like to give you a better drawing in 
water colours, but the materials are not handy. T he plant is 
perhaps figured in R oxburgh’s “ Flora Indica,” or W right’s *• leones 
P lautarum ,” but I  have not those works to refer to.

T he mode of adm inistering the remedy is as f o l lo w s T a k e  
several handfuls of the leaves ; grind them up, and give the  patient 
the juice extracted therefrom to drink as soon as possible after he 
has been bitten. This should be done for three m ornings in sue- 
cession ; the diet during those three days being restricted to plain 
bread (unleavened) or boiled rice aud curds. After that, the 
patient may resume his usual food. After swallowing the remedy, 
the patient will suffer somewhat from nausea, but this need not 
cause alarm, and will soon pass away. I have addressed you on this 
subject in the hope that the publication of this remedy in the 
Theosophist may result in its being given a wider trial with a view to 
establishing its efficacy or otherwise.

P. J . G.

Prof. F . E . D o lb ea r  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , gives 
th e  fo llow ing  in te re s tin g  su m m ary  o f  th e  c e n tu ry ’s 
p ro g re ss , for w h ich  w e are  in d e b te d  to  a n  A m erican  
c o n tem p o ra ry , a n d  to  w h ich  w e h av e  c o n tr ib u te d  our 
m i t e :—

i . “ T h is  c en tu r y  rece iv ed  from  it s  p r e d e ce sso r s  the
h o rse . W e b eq u ea th  t lie  b ic y c le , th e  lo c o m o tiv e  a n d  the 
a u to m o b ile .

2. W e r ece iv ed  th e  g o o s e q u i l l ; w e  b eq u ea th  th e  fo u n ta in  p e n  and 
ty p e w r ite r .

3. W e  rec e iv e d  th e  s c y t h e ; w e b eq u ea th  th e  m o w in g  m a c h in e .
4. W e r ece iv ed  th e  s ic k le  ; w e b eq u ea th  th e  h a rv ester .
5. W e rece iv ed  th e  h a n d  p r in tin g  p r e s s ; w e b eq u ea th  t h e  Hoe 

c y lin d e r  press.
6. W e rec e iv e d  J o h n so n ’s  d ic tio n a ry  ; w e b e q u ea th  th e  C entu ry  

d ic t io n a ry .
7. W e r ec e iv e d  th e  p a in te r ’s  brush  ; w e b eq u ea th  lith o g ra p h }-, the 

cam era  and  co lo u r  p h o to g ra p h y .
8. W e r ec e iv e a  th e  h an d  loom  ; w e b eq u ea th  th e  c o tto n  an d  w oollen  

fa c to ry .
9 .' W e rec e iv e d  g u n p o w d e r  ; w e  b eq u ea th  n itr o -g ly c e r in e .
10. W e r ec e iv e d  tw e n ty -th r e e  c h e m ic a l e l e m e n t s ; w e  b eq u ea th  

e ig h ty .
‘ 11. W e  rec e iv e d  th e  ta llo w  d ip  ; w e  b eq u ea th  th e  arc l ig h t  a n d  the  

S ta n d a rd  O il C o m p a n y .
12. W e  rec e iv e d  th e  g a lv a n ic  b a t te n * ; w e  b e q u ea th  th e  d y n a m o .
13. W e  r e c e iv e d  th e  n in t  lo ck  ; w e  b eq u ea th  a u to m a tic  m a x im s .
14. XVe r ec e iv e d  th e  s a i l in g  s h i p ; w e  b e q u ea th  th e  s te a m sh ip .
15. W e  rec e iv e d  th e  b a tt le sh ip  C o n stitu t io n  ; w e  b e q u ea th  the  

O reg o n .
16. W e r ec e iv e d  th e  b ea co n  s ig n a l fire ; w e  b e q u ea th  th e  te le p h o n e  

a n d  w ir e le s s  te le g r a p h y .
17. W e  r ec e iv e d  le a th e r  fire -b u ck ets  ; w e b e q u ea th  th e  s te a m  fire- 

e n g in e .
18. W e rece iv ed  w o o d  a n d  s to n e s  for s tr u c tu r e s  ; w e  b eq u ea th  

tw e n ty -s to r ie d  s t e e l  b u ild in g s .
19. W e  rec e iv e d  th e  s ta ir w a y  ; w e  b eq u ea th  th e  e le v a to r .
20. W e  r ec e iv e d  o rd in a ry  l ig h t  ; w e  b eq u ea th  th e  R o e n tg e n  ra y s.
21. Wre r ec e iv e d  th e  w e a th e r  u n a n n o u n ce d  ; w e  b e q u ea th  th e  

w e a th e r  b u rea u .
22. W e  rec e iv e d  u n a lle v ia b le  pain  ; w e  b e q u ea th  c h lo ro fo rm , ether  

a n d  c o c a in e .

Thc
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23. W e r ece iv ed  th e  a v era g e  d u ra tio n  o f  l ife  o f  th ir ty  y e a rs  ; w e  
bequeath  fo r ty  y e a r s .”

As it needs one to fill out the last dozen, we beg to add the 
following to Professor Dolbear’s sum m ary :

24. We received the theological distortions contained in the 
five points of Calvinism, and the bitter antagonism existing between 
religious sec ts ; we bequeath the Three Objects of the Theosophical 
Society, and the doctrine of the fundamental unity of all religions 
aud all races.

#**
A correspondent wrote to Ella W heeler Wilcox 

The Creed of asking her to define her creed. The following is re- 
E lla Wheeler ported as her re p ly :

Wilcox. * M y creed  is, d o  a s y o u  w o u ld  be d o n e  b y , e v er y
d a y  o f  e v e r y  w e e k  o f  e v er y  yea r . T h is  in c lu d e s  o u r  re 

la tion s w ith  h o m e , s o c ie ty , an d  th e  m a sse s  o f  p eo p le  e n c o u n te r ed  in  th e  
daily  w a lk s  o f  l ife . T h e  s im p lic ity  o f  th is  creed  ren d ers it  e x c e e d in g ly  
difficu lt to  fo llo w . . . M y r e lig io n  te a c h e s  m e  th a t  i t  is  d em a n d ed  o f
us to  b e  o f  c o n s ta n t  a ss is ta n c e  to  o n e  a n o th er  in  sm a ll w a y s , b u t th a t  it  
is w r o n g  to  a ssu m e  a n o th e r ’s  e n tire  burd en  or to  a ttem p t to  ta k e  a ll th e  
d ifficu ltie s  from  h is  path . T h a t in te r fe re s  w ith  h is  d e v e lo p m en t. It is  
for u s  t o  c h eer , s t im u la te  and  e n c o u r a g e , b u t  n o t  to  d o  th e  w ork  g iv e n  
to a n o th e r  to  p erform .

‘ I b e lie v e  th a t  e v er y  a c t o f  y o u r s  and  m in e  a ffec ts  a ll h u m a n ity .  
There i s  n o  su c h  th in g  a s a  sep a ra te  life . W e are a ll o n e . I f  y o u  sen d  
out th o u g h ts  o f  d e sp o n d en cy , h a tred  and  e n v y , i f  y o u  p lan  r ev e n g e  or  
su ic id e , y o u  are in te r fe r in g  w ith  th e  h a rm o n y  o f  th e  u n iv er se , b e s id e s  
in v it in g  cer ta in  m isfo r tu n e  to  y o u r se lf . I f  y o u  th in k  lo v e , h op e, and  
h e lp fu ln ess , y o u  are a id in g  th e  c a u se  o f  u u iv er sa l h a p p in e ss  and  su c c e ss .

‘ T h o u g h ts  are th in g s ,  fu ll o f  e le c tr ic  force, a n a  th e y  g o  forth  and  
produce th e ir  ow n  k in d . I b e lie v e  th a t  G od is  in f in ite  w isd o m , an d  th a t  
ev il i s  o n ly  b lin d  ig n o r a n c e .’

T h e  E d ito r  o f  t h e  Indian  M irror , in  a  r e c e n t  
O rigins o f  e d ito r ia l ,  r e fe r s  to  t h e  c a u s e s  w h ic h  h a v e  in d u c e d  t h e  
the H in d u  p r e s e n t  w id e - s p r e a d  r e v iv a l  o f  H in d u is m  a n d  s a y s  : 

revival. i t  is , in d ee d , a  m y ste r io u s  d isp en sa tio n  o f  P ro v id en ce
th a t  b r o u g h t In d ia  u n d er  th e  sw a y  o f  B r ita in . T h e  

a d v en t o f  th e  B r itish  to  In d ia  h ad  been  p ro p h esied  o f  o ld  in  ou r  sacred  
bo o k s. T h e y  h a v e  been  a  p o te n t  in s tr u m e n t for g o o d  in th is  c o u n tr y ,  
w h a tev er  m a y  h a v e  been  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  m a ter ia l c iv i l is a t io n  w h ich  
th e y  h a v e  b r o u g h t h ere  in  th e ir  tra in . T h e y  h a v e  la id  bare to  ou r  g a z e  
th e  p r ic e le s s  tr u th s  a b o u n d in g  in  o u r  a n c ie n t  p h ilo so p h y  an d  r e lig io n ,  
and c re a ted  in  u s  a sp ir it  o f  e n q u ir y  an d  resea rch , so  th a t  fo llo w in g  
th e ir  e x a m p le , w e  o u r se lv e s  h a v e  a t  la s t  b e g u n  to  e x p lo re  th e  s to r e 
h o u ses  o f  th e  p a st. P ro fe sso r  M ax M u ller  r ev ea led  to  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  
In d ia n s t h e  tr ea su re s  th a t  la y  h id  in  th e  sa cred  b o o k s  o f  th e  E a st, a n a  
th e y  c h e r ish  h is  n a m e, an d  are a n x io u s  to  p erp etu a te  h is  m em o ry . T h o se  
o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  b een  c lo s e  o b serv ers o f  th e  m arch  o f  e v e n ts  in In d ia  
d u rin g  th e  la s t  tw e n ty -f iv e  y ea rs , c a n n o t b u t h a v e  b een  str u c k  w ith  th e  
fact th a t  th e  H in d u  r e lig io u s  r ev iv a l w h ic h  h a s  s tr o n g ly  s e t  in , in  th is  
c o u n try , a n d  w h ic h  is  e v e n  a c k n o w le d g e d  b y  t h e  C h r istia n  m iss io n a r ie s  
th e m se lv e s , i s  d u e  to  P ro fe sso r  M ax M u ller , an d  to  th e  w ork  o f  th e  
T h eo so p h ic a l S o c ie ty ,  an d  th e  w r it in g s  and sp e e c h e s  o f  C o lo n e l O lco tt, 
M rs. B esa n t a n d  o th e r  E u rop ean  lea d ers  o f  th a t  S o c ie ty . N o n -H in d u s  
h a v e  b eco m e  H in d u s , th o s e  w h o se  fa ith  in  th e ir  r e lig io n  u sed  o n c e  to  
w aver h a v e  ra llied  ro u n d  it, sw a rm s o f  b o o k s  on H in d u  r e lig io n  an d  
p h ilo so p h y  is su e  d a ily  from  th e  P ress, so c ie t ie s  an d  a s s o c ia t io n s  for th e  
s tu d y  and  c u lt iv a t io n  o f  In d ia ’s  a n c ie n t  r e lig io n  s tu d  th e  c o u n tr y  from  
end to  en d , an d  A n g lo -S a n sk r it  S c h o o ls  for  b r in g in g  u p  b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  
in t h e  fa ith  o f  th e ir  fa th e rs  are th e  order o f  th e  d a y .



W e  c h e e r fu l ly  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  a 
A  th o u g h t  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w h o  s e n d s  th e  fo llo w in g , a s k in g  th a t  

a b o u t  w e la y  i t  b e fo re  o u r  r e a d e r s  :—  
a n  id o l. *• a  th o u g h t  w h ile  re a d in g  ‘ A vat& ras’ th i s  m o rn in g

a f te r  m e d ita tio n , s t ru c k  m e as  re g a rd s  ido l w o rsh ip . W h y  
is  i t  en jo in ed  a n d  w h a t does i t  ty p ify  ? A s to n e  ido l g iv es  u s  an  id e a  o f 
o u r  e a r ly  s ta g e  a t  w h ich  we w ere as ro u g h  a n d  u n h ew n  a s  a  so lid  piece 
o f  s to n e . J u s t  as a  s ta tu e  o r  ido l is  ch ise lled  o u t o f  i t  an d  th e n  becom es 
w o rth y  o f  w o rsh ip  an d  p lace  in  o u r  h e a r ts , so  w e h av e  to  ch ise l o u t  th e  
divine^ from  th e  b ru te  in  us. B efore th e  s c u l j i to r ’s m e n ta l ey es  ever 
s ta n d s  th e  m odel, s e e in g  w h ich , h e  la b o u rs  to  s tr ik e  off a  p iece  h e re  a n d  a 
p iece  th e re  to  g iv e  sy m m e try  to  th e  s to n e  ; so  sh a ll we ev e r h o ld  befo re  
o u r  in n e r  eyes th e  idea l o f  th e  G u ru -d ev a , to  e ra d ic a te  im p u r itie s  and 
th e n  to  m o u ld  o u rse lv es  in to  H is  p u r i ty  an d  b le ssed n ess .”

•* *
Our esteemed contributor, Jehangir Sorabji, of 

O c cu lt Hyderabad, Deccan, sends us the following interest- 
,4 >7 ing item :—

T h e  C o u rt o f  A k b a r  w as ev e r a live  w ith  th e  
p resen ce  o f  sp ir itu a l m a g n a te s , c o m in g  from  v a rio u s  p a r ts  o f  In d ia , 
P ersia , C h in a  an d  even  from  E u ro p e . S id e  by  s id e  w ith  th e  
M oulav is o f  Is lam , th e re  sa t befo re  h im  v e n e ra b le  R ish is , P arsi 
D astu rs , a n d  B u d d h is t B h ik sh u s. G ifted  w ith  m o st lib e ra l v iew s 
a b o u t G od an d  th e  a f te r  life, a n d  e a rn e s tly  s tu d io u s  to  k n o w  th e  
b es t in ev e ry  re lig io n  o th e r  th a n  h is  ow n, he  w elcom ed  a ll e n q u ire rs  
a fte r T r u th  w ith  a b ro ad  m in d  an d  an  open  h ea rt. In  In d ia , 
re lig io u s  to le ra tio n  lived  an d  d ied  w ith  A k b ar. T u ls i D as, th e  
g re a t d evo tee  o f  S ri R am a, w as o n ce  in v ited  to  th e  C o u rt, and  
A k b a r  in  a  co n v e rsaz io n e  req u e s ted  h im  to  in fo rm  th e  a s se m b ly  of 
h is  ow n c o n c ep tio n  o f  G od, a n d  w h e th e r  H e  w as in  th e  w o rld  or 
o u t o f  th e  w orld . T u ls i sa id  th a t  h is  THT (R am a) w as b o th  in tra c o s -  
m ic  a n d  e x tra co sm ic . B e in g  a sk ed  to  g iv e  p ro o f  o f  w h a t h e  sp o k e , 
th e  d ev o tee  a sk ed  th e  k in g  (3l5i ^ )  to  g ive  th e  n u m b e r  o f  le t te rs  
in  h is  nam e. O n b e in g  in fo rm ed  th a t  it  c o n s is te d  o f  4 le t te r s ,  he 
w as to ld  to  m u lt ip ly  4 by  4, a d d in g  5 to  th e  resu lt. T h e  re s u lt ,  21, 
w as th e n  d o u b led  an d  th e n  d iv id ed  by 8. T h is  m a n ip u la tio n  of 
f igu res left 2 as rem a in d e r , ty p ic a l o f  tw o  le tte rs  in  th e  w o rd  IP?. 
A k b a r  m ay  ru le  o v er In d ia  o r  o v er th e  g lobe , a f te r  h im  o n ly  
w ill r e m a in ; an d  A k b a r  w as A k b ar, b ecau se  T u ls i’s w a s  in 
h im .

The other courtiers who were present tried the figures with 
their own names consisting of 5 , 6, 7 or 8 letters, with a sim ilar 
result thus,

5 x  4 =  20 : 20 +  5 =  25 : 25 +  25 =  50 : #¥° : R em ain d er, 2.
6 x 4 =  24 : 24 + 5 — 29 : 29 + 2 9 = 5 8  : V  : R em ain d er, 2-
7 x 4 = 2 8 :  28 + 5 =  33 : 33 + 33 =  66 : V  : R em ain d er, 2*
8 x 4  =  3 2 : 32 + 5 =  37: 37+ 37^74 • V : R e m a in d er, 2.

***Mrs. Besant, in presenting some views cou- 
Idolatry ex cerning “ Idolatry,” in the Central Hindu College 

plained. Magazine, says iu relation to the practice of repre
senting some material form of Deity for worship, 

that it is  so “ universal and persistent, we may be sure that some 
fact in nature is its root, and that it should be understood, and 
purified if necessary, not destroyed. In  fact, it cannot be destroyed, 
and, if its form be shattered, it takes to itself a new one.

The fact at the root of idolatry is that the limited mind of man 
cannot grasp, cannot understand, the unlimited Brahman, the one



Infinite E x is te n c e .” A fter re fe rr in g  to  th e  d iffe ren t a t tr ib u te s  o f  
Deity w h ich  ce r ta in  ido ls o r im ages re p re se n t to  th e  m in d  o f  th e  
worshipper, sh e  say s th e  D eity  m ay  b e  w o rsh ip p ed  in  an y  m a te ria l 
symbol. “ A  tre e , a  s to n e , m ay  se rv e  as a  p h y sica l re p re se n ta tiv e  
of God. I f  a  m an  w o rsh ip  a  tre e  o r a s to n e , as itself, he is i g n o r a n t ; 
if he w o rsh ip  G od  in  th e  tre e  o r stone , h e  is w ise an d  w o rsh ip s 
rightly. I t  is  id o la try  in  th e  bad  se n se  to  w o rsh ip  a form  in s te a d  o f 
the in d w ellin g  L ife ; i t  is id o la try  in  th e  good sense  to  w o rsh ip  G od  
in ev ery th ing , an d  love H im  in  all o b je c ts .” In  re fe ren ce  to  th e  
mental im a g e s  w e form , o f  th e  D iv ine , sh e  says : “ B u t th e se
mental id o ls  a re  o ften  m o re  d a n g e ro u s  th a n  th e  p h y sica l, lo r  no  
man can co n fo u n d  th e  p h y sic a l im ag e  w ith  G od, w h ereas m any  do 
dimly fancy  th a t  th e ir  m e n ta l co n c ep tio n  o f G od, is G o d .”

M r. J u lia n  R a lp h , w ho h a s  trav e lle d  ex ten s iv e ly  
Women in  C h ina , a n d  h as  becom e in tim a te ly  ac q u a in te d  b o th  

Missionaries w ith  th e  m iss io n arie s  a n d  th e  m ost b ro ad -m in d e d  o f  
and the th e  na tiv es , w as u rg ed  by  an  e x p e rien c ed  m iss io n ary  
Chinese to  g ive  h is  v iew s to  tlie  p u b lic . H e  a t  f irs t d ec lin ed , 
crisis. b u t  a t  a la te r  da te , reco n sid ered  th e  m a tte r, a n d  

w ro te  a n  im p o rta n t a r tic le  to  th e  Daily M ail 
(London). H e  says th e  firs t tro u b le  b eg an  w ith  th e  general* a n ta g 
onism to w ard  m issio n arie s , th o u g h  th e  in te rfe re n c e  o f  fo re ign  
governm ents in  C h in ese  affairs b ro u g h t th e  tro u b le s  to  a head . 
After d isp o s in g  w ith  w h a t h e  term& som e “ ir ra tio n a l ” c r itic ism s o f  
m issionaries, h e  p re se n ts  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  q u es tio n , an d  h o p es 
the ch u rc h es  in  th e  W e s t w ill p o n d e r  i t  w ell, as i t  h a s  th e  sa n c tio n  
of som e o f  th e  o ld e s t a n d  m o st e x p e r ie n c e d  m issio n arie s , o n e  o f 
whom is  th e  h u sb a n d  o f  a C h in ese  lad y . T h e  fo llow ing  a re  liis c h ie f  
s ta te m e n ts :—

“ F ir s t  o f  a ll, m en  to o  o ften  v o lu n te e r  as m iss io n a rie s  to  sa tis fy  th e i r  
own needs in s te a d  o f  b e in g  c a re fu lly  se lec ted  to  sa tis fy  th e  n e e d s ’ o f  th c  
Chinese. In  A m erica  th e  m en  w ho  a re  s e n t o u t as m iss io n a rie s  a re  to o  
frequently  p e rso n s  w ho  h a v e  fa iled  in o th e r  w a lk s an d  w ho ta k e  to  th is  
work as a  la s t  re s o it,  a s  a  c e r ta in  m ean s  to  g e t an  incom e, a n d  b ecause  
they th u s  cease  to  s h i f t  fo r th em se lv e s  a n d  h av e  a  C h u rch  o r r ic h  soc ie ty  
to lean  u p o n . I do  n o t c r itic ise  th e  m en  for th is  ; i t  is  th e  sy s tem  tl ia t  
is a t fau lt.

T H E  W R O N G  S O R T  O F  M E N .

“ On th e  sh ip  b o u n d  fo r C h in a  I w as s tru c k  by th e  m ed iocre  m en ta l 
character o f  to o  m a n y  o f  th e  m en . T h ey  w ere o ften  v illag e rs  a n d  m en  o f  
the  na rro w est h o rizo n . I t  w as th e s e  w ho  d ec la red  w h a t the}- w ou ld  do  
and  have a n d  w o u ld  n o t h av e  w hen  th e y  reach ed  th e i r  s ta tio n s  as i f  th c  
C h ris tian is in g  o f  an  a n c ie n t, a  p o lish ed , a n d  a  h ig h ly  c u lt iv a te d  race  
was to  be c a rr ie d  o u t b y  a  w o rd  o f  co m m an d  in s te a d  o f  by  th e  m o st 
sage, deft, ta c tfu l , a n d  sy m p a th e tic  m eans . * I ’ll h av e  no  c o n v e rt w ho 
perm its h is  w ife  to  c ram p  h e r  fe e t ,’ sa id  one, an d  th a t  fa ir ly  i l lu s tra te s  
the m en ta l a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  th e i r  w ork , o f  too  m an y  w hom  I m e t. S m all 
feet, co n cu b in ag e , even  th e  re v e re n t reg a rd  o f  all good  C h in am en  for 
the ir a n c e s to rs  w ere  to  b e  in s ta n t ly  d is c o u n te n a n c e d , befo re  th e  tr u e  
modes o f life  a n d  w o rsh ip  w ere  e s ta b lish e d  in  th e i r  p laces.

“ W h en  I tra v e lle d  in  C h in a  I fo u n d  th a t  th e  a b le s t an d  b ro a d e s t 
Chinam en co u ld  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  o r ju s t i f y  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  o u r  m iss io n 
aries—p ro p e r  a s  i t  w as, to  o u r  w ay  o f  th in k in g . I f  th e se  ab le  C h in am en  
were co n fo u n d ed  b v  w h a t th e y  saw , i t  is  easy  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  so u rce  
of th e  h o s t i l i ty  o f  th e  p e a sa n try . In  C h in a  a  w om an n ev e r m ay  revea l 
the o u tlin e s  o f  h e r  b o d y . T o  do so is  in d e c e n t b eyond  th e  excesses  o f 
the m ost d is so lu te  o f  th e  sex . In n o c e n t an d  b e a u tifu l s ta tu e s  o f  th e  n u d e  
are v iew ed  w ith  d is g u s t  in  C h in a . T h e  lad ie s  co v e r even th e i r  h a n d s  : 
their faces m a y  o n ly  be seen  w ith  d ifficu lty  th ro u g h  th e  la ttic e  sh ad es



o f th e i r  sed an  c h a irs . T h c  p o o re s t w om en, w ho  w ork  o u t o f  doors, re 
veal o n ly  th e i r  h a n d s  a n d  faces. F an cy , th e n , th e  effect u p o n  th e  
C h in ese  o f  see in g  th e  w ives an d  s is te rs  o f th e  m iss io n a rie s  d re s se a  a s  they  
w ou ld  a p p e a r  a t  hom e, in g a rm e n ts  w h ich  c lo se ly  follow  th e  lin es o f 
th e  b u s t an d  h ip s .

N O  W O M E N  M I S S I O N A R I E S  S H O U L D  G O .

“ A nd, now , as  to  th e  re la tio n s  o f th e  sexes. W om en  o f  g ood  rep u te  
k eep  in d o o rs—are  k e p t in i f  y ou  p lease . T h e  m iss io n a ry  w om en  roam  
free ly  a b o u t as th e y  w ill. K iss in g  is  re g a rd e d  as  a  v ic io u s a n d  an  u n 
sp e a k a b le  ac t, y e t o u r m iss io n a ry  w om en k is s  th e i r  h u sb a n d s  a n d  b ro 
th e r s  in  th e  s tre e ts  w h en  th e y  m ee t a f te r  b e in g  p a rte d  for a  tim e . In 
C h in a , w hen  a  b rid e  is  a b o u t to  be c a rr ie d  in  h e r  ‘ flowery* (h e r  b rida l 
c h a ir)  to  th e  b rid e g ro o m ’s house , sh e  h a s  to  be b o rn e  to  th e  c h a ir  b y  her 
fa th e r. N o o th e r  m ale re la tiv e  h a s  ev e r to u c h e d  even  h e r  h a n d  fo r years , 
n o t s in ce  sh e  w as an  in fa n t an d  p lay ed  w ith  h e r  b ro th e r . I f  sh e  h a s  no 
fa th e r, a  b ro th e r  o r an  u n c le  m ay  ta k e  th e  l ib e r ty  an d  p e rfo rm  th e  office 
o f  lif t in g  h e r  a n d  c a rry in g  h e r  a w a y —becau se  i t  co u ld  n o t be  im ag in ed  
th a t  a n y  g ir l  w ou ld  leave  h e r  hom e an d  peop le  o f  h e r  ow n free  will, 
even  to  be m arrie d .

“ W h en  peop le  h av e  su ch  n o tio n s  an d  c u s to m s w h a t do  y o u  su p p o se  
th e y  th in k  u p o n  see in g  o u r m en  an d  w om en s h a k in g  h a n d s , w a lk in g  
a rm -in -a rm , h e lp in g  each  o th e r  o v e r m u d d y  roads , a n d  fo n d lin g  or 
h a n d lin g  one  a n o th e r  a s  o u r  h u sb a n d s  a n d  w ives a re  free  a n d  r i g h t  in 
d o in g  ? F ro m  w h a t I saw  a n d  h e a rd  I d rew  th e  co n c lu s io n  t h a t  no 
w om en sh o u ld  be s e n t o r sh o u ld  go  w ith  o u r  m iss io n a rie s  to  C h in a . It 
is  th e  w om en w ho in n o c e n tly  c au se  a  jpreat frac tio n  o f  th e  m isch ie f. If 
a n y  w om en are  p e rm itte d  to  go  to. C h in a  th e y  sh o u ld  o n ly  be  su c h  as 
u n d e rs ta n d  C h in ese  e tiq u e tte , cu sto m s, an d  p re ju d ices , an d  m ean  to 
d e fe r  to  th e m .”

“ You a re  ab so lu te ly  r ig h t ,”  sa id  th e  ab le  m iss io n a ry  w ith  w hom  I 
sp o k e  an d  w hose  w ife w as a C h in ese  w om an. “ Now, w h a t a b o u t  th e  
m en ?”

“ M en ,”  I rep lied , “ sh o u ld  n o t be s e n t m ere ly  b ecau se  th e y  a re  w ill
in g  to  go. T h e  m en  w ho a re  s e n t  sh o u ld  be o f  ex cep tio n a l a n d  p ecu lia r  
a b ility , fo r 1 k n o w  o f no  m ore  d e lic a te  a n d  d ifficu lt ta s k  th a n  rea lly  
C h ris tia n is in g  I m ean  g e n u in e ly  C h ris tia n is in g  th e  C h in ese . T he 
m iss io n a rie s  sh o u ld  be m en  b o rn  w ith  ta c t , sy m p a th y , an d  co n sid e ra tio n  
fo r th o se  a ro u n d  th em . T h ey  sh o u ld  be v e ry  b ro ad -m in d e d , a n d  sh o u ld  
ap p ro ach  th e  C h in ese  w ith  re sp e c t fo r th e i r  g re a t  q u a li tie s  a n d  w o n d e r
fu l h is to ry  an d  ach ie v em en ts . T h e y  a re  b y  n o  m ean s  a  d e c a y e d  or 
s ta g n a n t ra ce  lik e  th e  peop le  o f  In d ia . T h ey  a re  s t il l  in te lle c tu a l, q u ick , 
a n d  sh rew d  ; a n d  as th e y  a re  th e  m o s t p o lite , fo rm al, an d  c e rem o n io u s  
peop le  011 e a r th , th e  m iss io n a rie s  sh o u ld  be a b le  to  b len d  th e i r  m a n n e rs  
w ith  th o se  o f th e i r  n e ig h b o u rs . T h ey  sh o u ld  le a rn  th e  la n g u a g e  (both  
w ritte n  and  spoken ), m a s te r  th e  re lig io n , a n d  k n o w  as  m u ch  as poss ib le  
o f  th e  h is to ry  an d  tr a d it io n s  o f  th e  people , in  o rd e r to  d is c u ss  in te l
lig e n tly  ev e ry  new  p rin c ip le  th e y  ad voca te .

“ B u t as I said  in th e  firs t sen ten ce , o u r  m iss io n a rie s  sh o u ld  be se n t 
to  m ee t th e  needs o f  th e  C h in ese , an d  n o t to  sa tis fy  th e i r  ow n n eeds. 
S u ch  m en  w ill know  how  to  ta lk  w ith  m en o f  th e  g o v e rn in g  c la sse s  (now  
se ldom  ap p ro ach ed ) and  how  to  m an ag e , o r p e rh a p s  to  leave a lo n e  th e  
ca re  o f th e  c h ild re n —w h ich  la t te r  w o rk  is a lm o st as p ro d u c tiv e  o f  m is
u n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  tro u b le  as th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  m iss io n a ry  w o m en .”


